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Thursday, July 16, 2009
Advent House Ministries

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

I.  Call to Order and Introductions

The meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m. by Chair Doris Witherspoon.
Introductions were made and a sign-in sheet was passed around.  The following individuals were present:  Susan Cancro (Advent House), Marina Poroshin (CACS), Pam Elise (CACS), Maureen Moloney (CMH of CEI Counties), Stephanie Gingerich (City of East Lansing), Doris Witherspoon (City of Lansing - DPND), Tina Ramos (City of Lansing – HRCS), Matt Stevenson (City of Lansing – HRCS), LaClaire Bouknight (EagleVision), Susan Shoultz (EVE), Mary Ellen Harper (GCS), Dennis Neuner (GCS), Tiffany Chenault (Haven House), Bridgett Flynn (Haven House), Angie Mayeaux (Haven House), Patti Howland (LAAN), Mark Criss (LCRM), Ray Thibeault (Loaves and Fishes),  Kate Ditzler (MICAH), Pat Wheeler (NCA/LRA), Molly Chambers (Salvation Army), Mike Hudson (Society of St. Vincent DePaul), Phyllis Williams (STVCC), Doris Hendrix (STVCC), Virginia Taylor (VOA), and Darla Dowker Jackson (GLHRN).  
II. Review and Acceptance of June 18, 2009 minutes:

Sue Shoultz moved to accept the minutes.    Phyllis Williams seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
III. Reports
A. GLHRN Chair Report – Doris Witherspoon
Doris thanked everyone for their assistance on the HPRP application.  VOA and the Lansing Housing Commission will have 35 housing vouchers available for veterans within in the upcoming months.  Highlights of the HEARTH Act were distributed, which includes a broader definition of homelessness.   
B. GLHRN Committee Reports


1.  HMIS – Matt Stevenson
The intake and assessment forms for HPRP are being piloted, and Bowman expects to have it integrated into HMIS by September.  Information sharing is required for clients to be able to receive services through HPRP, and a unique QSOBAA will need to be implemented for HPRP.  Preparations have begun for the AHAR.  There is a renewed focus on data quality.  HMIS staff is available if any agency needs assistance.
2. Strategy and Funding Committee – Doris Witherspoon
The committee has been focusing on the upcoming HPRP application.  Darla Dowker Jackson will distribute the draft.  The committee will be working on the application in upcoming meetings, determining the budget and forming the MOUs.  The direct HUD allocation application for $898,000 was recently approved.


3.  Membership Committee – Sue Shoultz
The committee continues to discuss potential members they would like to see join the Network.
4. Front Line Workers – Patti Howland
Jim Mowry was the guest speaker and shared information about processing SOAR applications.  There will be another SOAR training in October.  Jim is available for SOAR technical assistance and can assist with the legal aspect of the SOAR application process.   Patti Howland was approved as chair for another term.
5.  Public Awareness and Advocacy Committee – Stephanie Gingerich

The committee discussed the new website and its intended use as more of a public interface than the current website.  The committee is beginning to plan an activity for Homeless Awareness Week. 
6.  Human Services – Maureen Moloney
More time has been spent on agency updates, to try to streamline resources more effectively.  The committee has also spent time discussing issues with DHS.
7. Project Homeless Connect – Patti Howland
The subcommittees could use more participation.  The event is planned for September 10 at the Washington Street Armory.
B. MSHDA Region 7 – Darla Dowker Jackson
The conference call has not been held yet.
C. City of Lansing – Tina Ramos
The webcast for the registration of the 2009 NOFA was held on July 15. The CoC application process will open no earlier than August 24.  The registration process begins approximately July 21st.  HUD will send an inventory sheet to the City of Lansing, which will verify the funding levels with all HUD-funded agencies and submit it to HUD.  30-60 days after the competition closes, HUD announce the award.  This year, a permanent housing bonus is replacing the Good Samaritan Initiative.  There is no HHN renewal allocation.  The application will be approximately 1.6 million without Shelter Plus Care.  There is approx $243,000 potentially available under the new initiative.  The subcommittee will meet within the next few weeks.
E. Community Mental Health  - Maureen Moloney
No report.
F. Ten Year Plan

The Executive Committee will begin to work toward implementing the plan.
IV. Agency Presentation: Legal Services of South Central Michigan – Angela Tripp
Legal Services offers free legal services to those in subsidized or substandard housing.  They also offer family law services.  They assist clients who face barriers to basic entitlement programs, such as food and medical care.  They are currently offering foreclosure prevention assistance.  There are two managing attorneys and six staff attorneys, with additional assistance from law student interns and externs and pro bono attorneys.  They are closing the Access to Justice office.  They serve individuals with income up to 200% of poverty level.  Clients obtain services through contacting the hotline during office hours, although Legal Services can take direct referrals from other agencies, if necessary.  They do outreach to other agencies and are on other boards and task forces.  
V. New Business
The City Rescue Mission is trying to avoid having clients aimlessly spending time on Michigan Avenue in the middle of the afternoon.
The Emergency Food Program at Haven House is doing well, with referrals from 2-1-1, and has not been overwhelmed.  CACS has been taking referrals from the VOA Emergency Shelter Program, continuing the system that was previously at the American Red Cross.

Dennis Neuner introduced MaryEllen Harper, who will be doing community outreach and development for Gateway Community Services.
VI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:39 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Darla Dowker Jackson

GLHRN Coordinator
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