October 26, 2010

Dear Henry Ford Academy Class of 2011, 

Although, it seems like commencement and prom and other senior activities will happen a long time from now, we are currently working hard to plan these exciting and unique commemorative events. 

Senior Fee 

We feel it is important to let you know right now what the senior package will cost so you can plan accordingly. All seniors are expected to purchase the Senior Package. The Senior Package cost is $225.00 and includes:  

                  Senior Lunch


                

   
   Senior Commencement Fee




                  Senior T-shirt & Pin


                  Senior Collage Photo



                  HFA Yearbook

                 

                  Cap, Gown & Tassel



                  Diploma and cover



Payment must be made IN FULL before students may pick up their cap and gown.
     

Payments for the Senior Fee Package must be in the form of cash, money order or certified check only. We will begin accepting payments on December 01, 2010. All payments must be made by Fri., May 06, 2011. Payments must be made to Ms. Williams at the Village Campus Office before school or during lunch by the student. The Henry Ford Academy encourages students to make four payments: $75.00 due by Dec 3rd, $50.00 due Feb 4th, $50.00 due April 2nd and a final payment of $50.00 due by May 06, 2011.
You may order graduation and open house announcements, name cards, key chains, extra tassels and other items directly from Jostens at the student’s cost. The representative from Jostens will be at the Village Campus, Mrs. Carni’s room, November 9, 2010 to explain the ordering process for these items as well as caps and gown and class rings. Please refer to the attached list of important dates. 

The Class of 2011 Senior Council provides a forum for seniors to express their ideas and give input on senior activities. The Senior Class sponsors are Mrs. Carni, Mrs. Mohammad, and Mrs. Baldwin. Senior Council is open to all members of the Senior Class and meets at the Village Campus. Please see weekly student announcements for meeting times. 

ELIGIBILITY FOR GRADUATION
Academic Requirements

All students will have a Clearance Slip that must be signed by the Academy’s counselor, Mrs. Fergerson, to indicate that students have fulfilled all the academic requirements for graduation from the Academy. If at any time you are concerned about pending eligibility to graduate, please call Mrs. Fergerson 313-982-6194, email credwine@hfa.spfs.k12.mi.us.

Financial Obligations 

In addition to paying the Senior Fee Package of $225.00 by the deadline, all Class of 2011 students must also make restitution for all items including, but not limited to items such as lost or damaged equipment, supplies, textbooks and/or student lunch accounts prior to Commencement. Students will receive an inventory of lost or damaged items and the amount owed to the Academy for such items at the end of the first semester and again at the end of the second semester. All financial obligations must be paid in full by cash, certified check, or money order by Friday, June 03, 2011 in order for your senior to pick up his/her cap and gown and participate in Commencement. Any questions please feel free to contact Ms. Williams at 313-982-6202, swilliams@hfa.spfs.k12.mi.us. 

Clearance Slips

All Class of 2011 students will be issued a clearance slip to indicate that they have met all academic requirements AND have paid all fees owed to the Academy (including the Senior fee and fees for lost or damaged equipment, supplies and/or books). Clearance slips must have the signatures of Mrs. Cherice Redwine-Fergerson and Ms. Susie Williams. Clearance slips must have BOTH signatures in order for seniors to pick up their cap and gown and Commencement Exercise tickets. 

Commencement Exercises 

Monday, June 13, 2011 5:30p.m.

Much time and effort is being put into planning the ceremony by Academy staff, students, parents, and representatives from our partners, The Henry Ford and Ford Motor Company. This will be a formal ceremony with a serious tone that will celebrate the success of the Class of 2011. We expect parents, guardians, and their families to set an example of appropriate behavior by dressing and acting in a manner befitting this type of celebration. No balloons or decorations of any kind are allowed at Commencement at the Ford Community and Performing Arts Center. 

Graduation Requirements 

Only those students who have met the Academy’s stated graduation requirements (see Student Handbook, page 8, will be allowed to participate in Commencement Exercises. Seniors must have documentation of a college acceptance letter and proof of a minimum of 40 hours of community service. 

Dress Code

Students are expected to abide by our Commencement Dress Code. The Academy has the legal right to refuse participation in Commencement Exercises to students who are not in proper attire, and will do so. Academy staff will check to make sure all students meet the proper dress code prior to the processional in Ford Community and Performing Arts Center. Please work with your senior student to ensure that he/she follows this dress code.

Girls may wear dresses, as long as the bottom of the dress does not hang below the bottom of the commencement gown. Students will order their gown based on their individual heights, but the gown will fall at different places on students of different weights and heights. Therefore we suggest that dresses be no longer than at the bottom of the knee. Girls must wear non-patterned hosiery that is light gray (matching the gown color) or matching the skin tone. Dress shoes must be worn. We suggest low, comfortable heels, as students will be walking a great deal. Girls may wear dress pants. The pants must not be frayed or ripped at the hem. The pants may not cover the shoes, and they must be of a solid color that complements the gown color of light gray. 

Boys must wear dress pants that are not frayed or ripped at the hem. The pants may not cover the shoes, and must be a dark solid color (black, dark blue, etc.). Boys must wear a dress shirt with a collar and tie. Boys must wear dress shoes with socks. 

The following are not allowed for boys or girls: jeans (denim) of any color, athletic clothing, athletic shoes, sunglasses, shades, hats other than the commencement cap, or markings of any type on the cap or gown. 

Senior Prom   

Friday, June 10th Roostertail, Detroit  7-11 p.m. 

The Senior prom will be on Friday, June 10th. Students may work on the Prom Committee with Senior Sponsors to choose the decorations, colors, and other Prom essentials. The Prom is considered a formal occasion. Girls may wear short or long formal or semi-formal dresses. Boys may wear tuxedos or suits. No jeans of any material or color and casual clothes will be allowed. The Academy will contract with a professional photographer firm to take reasonably priced posed photographs. Students may also take their own pictures or videos. Prom tickets will be available for purchase starting May 24th from Ms. Williams.  

Student Advertisements

Parents may purchase advertisements in the Yearbook to congratulate their students on their graduation from the Academy. You may include baby pictures and family pictures with these ads. 

Costs for student ads are full page--$175, half page--$100, quarter page--$60, and eighth page--$35. You may write and format your own ad or the yearbook staff can do it for you. Ad sales begin November 1 and all pages are first-come, first-serve, as we have a limited amount of space for student’s ads. Ads will be accepted until April 1, 2011. 

Company Advertisements 

The Academy is also accepting ads from companies to help underwrite the costs of yearbook production. Costs for company ads are: full--$300, half-page --$140, quarter page--$75, and eighth page--$40. Companies may write and format their own ads or the yearbook staff can do it for them. Ad sales begin November 1 and all pages are first-come, first-serve, as we have a limited amount of space for company ads. Ads will be accepted until April 1, 2011. 

To purchase yearbook ads, contact Mrs. Heather Carni at hcarni@hfa.spfs.k12.mi.us.

Senior Calendar

If you have any questions about Senior Activities, please email Mrs. Carni hcarni@hfa.spfs.k12.mi.us , Mrs. Baldwin dbaldwin@hfa.spfs.k12.mi.us or Ms. Mohammad smohammad@hfa.spfs.k12.mi.us or call Ms. Williams at 313-982-6202

On behalf of the Class of 2011 sponsors, I thank you for your support. We are looking forward to celebrating with you and your senior. 








Sincerely yours, 








Cora J. Christmas 








Principal 

Important Dates

HENRY FORD ACADEMY

Class of 2011

Tuesday, November 9 

Senior Class Orders Jostens

Tuesday, November 16  

Senior Class Orders Jostens

Thursday, November 18      

Talent Show – Senior Class Fundraiser

Friday, December 3
 

Senior Dues – 1st payment due $75.00 

Thursday April 14


Grammy Night – Senior Class Fundraiser

Tuesday May 24                       

Honors Convocation in Anderson Theater 6:00pm-7:30pm 

Tuesday May 31  


Senior activities with specific themes

Thursday and Friday June 2, 3
Senior Final Exams
Wednesday June 8 


Cap and Gown pick up, All dues must be paid                       

Thursday June 9


Commencement rehearsal and luncheon (students only)

Friday June 10



Senior Prom

Monday June 13


Commencement Exercises- 5:30-7:00pm 


                                        
Commencement Reception- 7:00-8:00pm 

It is mandatory that all graduating seniors attend the Commencement Rehearsal in order to receive their tickets for Commencement AND to participate in the Commencement Ceremony.

