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REGULAR MEETING 

Lake Center Elementary Library

February 18, 2008

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Jennifer Welch, President, Joy Huitema, Vice President, Barb Poliak, Secretary and Dana Pope, Treasurer 

BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Roberta Bartlett Kim Bateman, Missy Behnke, Heather Benedict, Kimberly Cornue, Raeshell Crawford, Laurie Neeb, Stacey West-Vogl and Beth Wolfe

TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE:  Brenda Sohlich

PRINCIPAL:  Mark Root

GENERAL MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Melissa Alvord, Dan Beach, Stacey Hunter, Gail Liebrich, Tracy Matthews, Rick McGowan, Gina Nickell, Kirti Patel, Natalia Saba, Tina Schmidt, Kim Wester, and Mary Zesiger

OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS, TEACHER REPRESENTATIVES ABSENT:  Donna Bourbeau, Michelle Lewis, Chris Teugh, and Laura Shockley 

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by President Jennifer Welch.  Instead of individual introductions, Jennifer asked members to print their name on a General Attendance Sheet.  At each meeting, PTO awards $10.00 to the Lake Center teacher who has the most parents present at the meeting. Teacher’s names are located in the colored folders. If you have more than one child at Lake Center, sign each class list.

MINUTES:
The Minutes for the January 14, 2008 Regular Meeting were reviewed and discussed. After review, Joy Huitema motioned to accept the Minutes as written.  Dana Pope second.  The motion passed without objection. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and discussed. The balance in the Flagstar account as of 02/19/08 is $29,941.34.   Joy Huitema motioned to accept the report as given.  Kim Cornue second.  The motion was passed without objection. 

SCHOOL NEWS:

· “Pennies for Goal Posts”- Mrs. McCarren, Mrs. Rosati and five Student Council representatives presented and spoke about program plans to raise $1.000.00 to purchase permanent soccer goal posts for the playground.  Rick McGowan, Managing Partner of Modern Workmen, offered to double the money raised by matching the collection dollar for dollar with a matching fund grant (up to $2,500.00).
· “Empty Bowls”- February 21, 2008, 5:30-7:00 pm. at PNHS.  Proceeds from this event will go to the Portage Community Center food pantry.  To help offset food costs, PPS Art Department and art teachers are asking PTO’s for a $50-$100 donation.  Mrs. Staron asked our PTO for a donation.  Joy Huitema motioned to have our PTO donate $100.00 to help offset food costs for the Empty Bowls event.  Stacy Vogl second.  The motion passed.
· PTO budgeted  $100.00 for books for Kindergarten Screening; however, the cost for 100 books is $145.00 plus shipping and handling.  Kimberly Cornue motioned to allocate an additional $60.00 to cover costs for the books and S & H.  Beth Wolfe second.  The motion passed.

· Building Update:  Architects are soliciting input from classroom teachers and Specials teachers to assist with planning needs.  Please submit ideas and concerns to the LCE Steering Committee, comprised of Mr. Root, Pat Baltmanis, John Bray, Deb Frieben, and ____________.  An Input form is on our website.  Information and timelines can be viewed on the District’s website www.portageps.org . There is no talk of moving up the opening date for Lake Center’s new building.

· Book Fair Volunteers- Kim Batemen sent around a sign up sheet asking for volunteers to work the Book Fair in the library during conferences.

ONGOING PROGRAMS:

· Box Tops:  Heather Benedict, Coordinator, reported that we passed our goal of 25,000! She has submitted 25,968 Box Tops.  Mrs. Frieben’s class won the contest held January 21-24.  Her class got a Popcorn Treat.  Ms. Glidden’s class also received a Popcorn Treat for being the top collector for the year.  Another contest will be held in May.  Popsicles will be the prize for the class that submits the most Box Tops.
NEW BUSINESS:

· Science Night- Wednesday, February 20, 2008, 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the LCE Gym.  Contact Mr. Root if you want to volunteer at one of the science stations.  Families who attend the event are asked to bring cookies.  PTO will provide and serve lemonade in the cafeteria. Volunteers are needed to set up at 5:30 p.m. and oversee refreshments.  
· Mother/Son Event- Sunday, March 2, 2008 at Jungle Joes.  Roberta Bartlett, Chairperson, reported a flyer went out to families on February 11th.  There will be two groups:  Young 5’s-2nd Grade (4:30-6:00 p.m.) and 3rd Grade-5th Grade (6:30-8:00 p.m.).  A sign up list was sent around asking for volunteers to help with set up and clean up.
· Spirit Wear Committee:  Stacy Vogl spoke for Chairperson, Tina Mason.  Stacy showed examples of the products and reported the artwork is back. Order forms went home with LCE students.  The committee decided to extend the orders until February 22nd.   125 orders (305) items) have been received with a profit of $989.75. Stacy noted that 17 t-shirts were purchased by individuals and donated to PTO. Orders will arrive in April.  A booth will be at the Mom’s Marketplace.
· Mom’s Marketplace- Friday, February 22, 2008, 6-9 p.m. in the LCE Gym.  Tracy Matthews, Chairperson, reported 39 vendors are participating in this new event.  Flyers went out to families on February 11th.  Volunteers are needed to help set up (3:30-4:15 p.m.) and take down the 41 tables.  The committee decided to rent the tables for this event.
· Dinner for Teachers during Conferences- Wednesday, February 27, 2008, 4-6 p.m. in the Teacher’s Lounge.  A list asking for volunteers to donate items was passed around at the meeting.  Donations (soup, salad, bread, dessert) should be dropped off by 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday.  Leftovers should be picked up after 6:00 p.m.
· 5th Grade Farewell Party (June) Last Day of School-Dana Pope reported for Chairperson, Donna Bourbeau, that the 5th Grade Farewell Party will be at Wings Stadium.  The event will run from 6-8 p.m. and include skating, dancing, pizza/chips/pop, movie, game room, puck shot and an extra room.  The cost is $11.00 per child.  PTO budgeted $600.00 for this event; however, that is not enough to cover expenses.  The committee is asking permission to charge a $6.00 admission fee for each student attending the event.  In the past, the 5th graders have never been charged.  Parents donated items.  Kimberly Cornue motioned to have the PTO members vote on whether or not to charge an admission fee of $6.00 per student to attend the 5th Grade Farewell Party in order to cover expenses.  Heather Benedict second.  Motion passed.  The committed assured members that money would be available for those students who needed assistance in attending the event.  Mr. Root would handle scholarships.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Mid Winter Snowball Dance (Father/Daughter Dance), Friday, February 15, 2008, 6:30-8:30 p.m., LCE Gym.  Dana Pope spoke for Chairperson Joy Huitema.  Dana reported that 408 people attended this event!  More presale tickets were sold this year.  Every one seemed to enjoy the new DJ.  Haylee Jenkins and Caitlin Matthews won the Build-a-Bear prizes that were donated for the drawing. The drawing came from the presale tickets.  Jennifer Welch and Dana took pictures of the dance. E-mail Dana for code to view photos. Ran out of goodie bags.  PTO now owns the drink fountain.  The snowflake decorations are going to remain in the cafeteria and Teacher’s Lounge. 
· Movie Night:  Stacey West-Vogl, Coordinator, reported that Daddy Day Camp would be shown on March 14, 2008.  Volunteers are needed.

· Popcorn Day:  Dana reported that Popcorn Day was cancelled due to the snow day.  Popcorn was made on February 15 for the Snowball Dance.  A bag of popcorn was also left in each teacher’s mailbox for a special treat.

· Great Skate Night- Thursday, February 7, 2008.  There was a good turn out for this event.  Parents are reminded that they must stay with their children.  This is not a drop off event.

· Teacher Allocation Checks were distributed to all teachers in January.  Teachers use this money to purchase items for their classrooms.  A “Thank You” board from the teachers is posted on the PTO Bulletin Board.  Mrs. Sohlich complimented the members of the PTO on their hard work and dedication to the students of Lake Center.

PTO MEETINGS:  2nd Monday of the Month, 6:30 p.m. in the Lake Center Library  




March 10, 2008

April 14, 2008


Free Child Care provided at every meeting!

May 12, 2008

Mrs.Sohlich’s class won the $10.00 for having the most parents from her class attend the PTO Meeting tonight.  The meeting was closed at 7:38 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by,

 Barb Poliak, Secretary
