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REGULAR MEETING 

Lake Center Elementary Library

October 8, 2007

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Jennifer Welch, President, Joy Huitema, Vice President, and Barb Poliak, Secretary 

BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Roberta Bartlett, Missy Behnke, Heather Benedict, Donna Bourbeau, Kimberly Cornue, Raeshell Crawford, Laurie Neeb, Chris Teugh, Stacey West and Beth Wolfe

TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE:  Brenda Sohlich

PRINCIPAL:  Mark Root

GENERAL MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Melissa Alvord, Sue Barrett, Tracy Boelman, Karen Ford, Heidi Grabowski, Mindi Hayward, Julie Longenecker, Tracy Matthews, Jill Meyle, Barbara Robinson, Natalie Saba, and Tina Schmidt

OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS, TEACHER REPRESENTATIVES ABSENT:  Kim Bateman Michelle Lewis, Dana Pope, and Laura Shockley

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by President Jennifer Welch.  Instead of individual introductions, Jennifer asked members to wear nametags and print their name on a General Attendance Sheet.  At each meeting, PTO awards $10.00 to the Lake Center teacher who has the most parents present at the meeting. Teacher’s names are located in the colored folders. If you have more than one child at Lake Center, sign each class list.

MINUTES:
The Minutes for the September 10, 2007 Regular Meeting were reviewed and discussed. After review, Heather Benedict motioned to accept the Minutes as written with the noted correction.  Chris Teugh second.  The motion passed without objection with the correction that Stacey West, not Donna Bourbeau, is the spokesperson for the Area Restaurant Benefit Nights fundraising idea.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. The balance in the Flagstar account as of 10/04/07 is $15,828.51.  Jennifer Welch noted that the movie license fee went down slightly from last year because when more area schools participate, the fee goes down.  Joy Huitema motioned to accept the report as given.  Stacey West second.  The motion was passed without objection. 

SCHOOL NEWS:

· November 6th Election-Proposal 1 and Proposal 2  
Sue Fulling, Kids First representative, explained that Kids First is an issue action committee designed to educate and inform the public about the upcoming election.  The committee is informing the public through phone banks, presentations, coffees, postcards and mailings.  She circulated sign up sheets asking for volunteers for two phone banks.  She also provided absentee ballots.

Ric Perry, Portage Public School Administrator, distributed flyers about the proposals.  He noted that after listening to community input, the Board of Education removed the connection between the two proposals, and they are now two separate ballot issues standing on their own. (The September PTO Minutes said that voters needed to pass Proposal 1 in order to pass Proposal 2.)  Ric said there is a 3rd Proposal on the ballot—KRESA is seeking funding for improvements to Croyden Avenue School building.  He said redistricting would happen regardless of the outcome of this election.  Mark Root, Missy Behnke and Tom Huitema will represent Lake Center on a committee designed to help with redistricting.  Ric fielded questions from members.  He provide a time line for completion of buildings if both proposals pass:  12th Street School open September, 2009, Lake Center open September, 2010, PNHS open January, 2011 and PCHS open September, 2011.

If you have questions or seek additional information, visit the District’s Website at:  www.portageps.org 

· Mr. Root said MEAP started today for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders at Lake Center.

· Picture Day is Wednesday, October 10, 2007.  Dana Pope is the coordinator.

· The 5th Graders will be going to Sherman Lake YMCA Outdoor Center Monday, Tuesday, and half of Wednesday, October 15-17, 2007.

· Mrs. Kitchen and Mrs. Ablao are organizing a Mileage Club on Tuesdays during recess.  A student will receive a shoe token for every five miles completed.  Volunteers are needed between 11:15 –2:15 to record laps.  Any length of time volunteers can serve is appreciated.

· Teacher News:

       
Mrs. Kitchen ran in the Chicago Marathon. Mr. Chappa’s wife had a baby.  Miss Schutte is getting married. Ms. Rohrer is engaged.

ONGOING PROGRAMS:
· Box Tops-Heather Benedict, Coordinator, said our goal this year is to collect 25,000 Box Tops ($2,5 00.00).  . Mr. Chappa’s class received Popsicles for winning the Box Tops contest during the week of October 1-5.  The Top 5 classes were Chappa, Glidden, Downey, Rohrer and Bierlein.  Over 6,800 Box Tops were collected that week! Heather says we are well on our way to meeting our goal because we have over 16,000 Box Tops ready to be submitted.

       NEW BUSINESS:

· Midland Fall Fundraiser- Donna Bourbeau, Coordinator, said orders and money were due on Monday, October 8th, but will accept orders until Friday, October 12th.  Orders can be made online until Monday, October 15th.  She said she doesn’t have any numbers yet, but everything looks good.  Parents will pick up products between 3:45-6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 5th.  
· Spaghetti Supper/Raffle/Auction (November 8th)
Jennifer Welch and Laurie Neeb, Spaghetti Dinner Chairs, described the activities of the evening.    A license for the Raffle was applied for.  Spaghetti will be served from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at a cost of $3.00 per person.  The Raffle/Auction Committee is comprised of Stacey West, Missy Behnke, Joy Huitema, Chris Teugh, Dana Pope and Jennifer Welch.  The Raffle will begin at 6:00 p.m. in the gym. Grand prize is an overnight at The Radisson.  Teachers had the opportunity to select their classroom’s basket theme this year.  Raffle items will be listed in the PTO Newsletter and on the web page.  Mr. Root mentioned there are several bookstore gift certificates in the office that can be used for the raffle.  Presale tickets will be available for raffle and spaghetti supper.  An Auction is added this year with bidding taking place from 5:00-7:15 p.m. Final auction item will be a pie in Mr. Root’s face.  Other staff members will auction their time.  Jennifer asked for volunteers to cook noodles and work in the cafeteria.  Mr. Root will ask staff for a MC volunteer.

· Request:

The Kids First Campaign asked our PTO for a monetary donation to help defray costs for mailings and flyers.  Kids First recommends $1.00 per student.  The floor was opened for discussion.  PTO donated $150.00 to Kids First for the last election.  Chris Teugh motioned to give $300.00 to the Kids First Campaign.  Stacey West second.  The motion passed without objection.

· Lake Center Logo -Committee members include Tina Schmidt, Barbara Robinson and Tina Mason.

Tina Schmidt and Barbara presented five logo/mascot ideas.  Tina Mason submitted traditional anchor ideas for review.  There was lots of discussion among members.  The Committee will work with the graphic artist at the Credit Union where Tina Mason works and present several logo/mascot representations for members to vote on at the November PTO meeting.

· Mom’s Marketplace-Tracy Matthews, Coordinator, said Mom’s Marketplace is scheduled for February 22, 2008, 6:00-9:00 p.m. in the LCE gym.  She provided a flyer detailing participation and registration information for home-based businesses. Vendors would be charged $30.00 per 6’ table and required to donate a door prize.  She said she had ten interested venders so far.  Tracy said this evening was designed for moms and women, and that moms should find alternate childcare for their children. 
      OLD BUSINESS:
· Spirit Wear Items-Donna Bourbeau, Coordinator, reported that the window decals and 1,000 silicone bracelets that she ordered at $.25 a piece have arrived.
· Advertising Committee for the Student Directory-RaeShell Crawford, Coordinator, and Joy Huitema reported that they sold $525.00 worth of ads (21 ads/coupons) to help defray the $700.00 cost of the Student Directory, which is distributed to every LCE family at no cost.
· Movie Night (October 5th)-Stacey West reported there a good turn out for Charlie and The Chocolate Factory.  Shrek III will be shown on December 7th. Concession comments:  cotton candy was discontinued, popcorn is coordinated with Popcorn Day, received complaints that charging $1.00 was too much for the water and juice.
· Popcorn Day (October 5th)-Donna Bourbeau reported that it was a busy day.
     FUNDRAISING IDEAS:

· Wrapping Christmas Gifts-Missy Behnke suggested offering several evenings where volunteers wrapped Christmas presents for families for a small fee.  Missy volunteered to chair this committee.  Committee members will contact area businesses and bring information and ideas to the November PTO meeting.  Stacey West, Donna Bourbeau, Mindi Hayward, Beth Wolfe, Sue Barrett, Natalie Saba, and Karen Ford volunteered to serve on this committee.
· All School Walk-Tracy Boelman suggested that some elementary schools raise money through an all school walkathon, which promotes good health and could be held during school hours.  Students collect pledges.  Incentives are offered to students.  Tracy will bring more information to a future meeting regarding this fundraiser.
· Scholastic Fundraiser-Mr. Root will give information to Jennifer Welch about a fundraiser connected with Scholastic.
PTO MEETINGS:  2nd Monday of the Month, 6:30 p.m. in the Lake Center Library  
November 12, 2007

December – No Meeting

January 14, 2008



Free Child Care provided at every meeting!

February 11, 2008

March 10, 2008

April 14, 2008

May 12, 2008

Mrs.Mungovan’s class won the $10.00 for having the most parents from her class attend the PTO Meeting tonight.  The meeting was closed at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Barb Poliak, Secretary
