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REGULAR MEETING 

Lake Center Elementary Library

September 10, 2007

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Jennifer Welch, President, Joy Huitema, Vice President, Barb Poliak, Secretary, Dana Pope, Treasurer, Roberta Bartlett, Kim Bateman, Missy Behnke, Heather Benedict, Kimberly Cornue, Mark Root, Brenda Sohlich, Stacey West and Beth Wolfe

GENERAL MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Melissa Alvord, Holly Babb, Sue Barrett, Tracy Boelman, Dave Ford, Nicole Gates, Heidi Grabowski, Mindi Hayward, Anne Ingold, Khalid Jamal, Gail Liebrich, Julie Longenecker, Tina Mason, Tracy Matthews, Jen McGowan, Alison Moon, Kevin Park, Roni Thebo-Park, Judy Polega, Barbara Robinson, Natalie Saba, and Tina Schmidt

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:  Donna Bourbeau, RaeShell Crawford, Michelle Lewis, Laurie Neeb, Chris Teugh, and Laura Shockley

The meeting was called to order at 6:37 p.m. by President Jennifer Welch.  Instead of individual introductions, Jennifer asked members to wear nametags and print their name on a General Attendance Sheet.  At each meeting, PTO awards $10.00 to the Lake Center teacher who has the most parents present at the meeting. Teacher’s names are located in the colored folders. If you have more than one child at Lake Center, sign each class list.

MINUTES:
The Minutes for the August 27, 2007 Special Meeting of the Board were reviewed and discussed. After review, Stacey West motioned to accept the minutes as written with the noted addition.  Joy Huitema second.  The motion passed without objection with the addition that there was a disagreement regarding whether members heard Dana Pope mention that a stipend was being offered to the coordinator of the Summer Enrichment Program as written in the May 21, 2007 Minutes.  This item will be noted on the May 21st Minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and discussed.  The balance in the Flagstar account as of 9/10/07 is $17, 607.79.  Dana Pope noted that the Meijer Reward account is a separate account with approximately $6,300.00 in it.  Pat Baltmanis is confirming exact numbers.  Stacey West motioned to accept the report as given.  Kimberly Cornue second.  The motion was passed without objection. 

The Board approved the budget on August 27, 2007. 

SCHOOL NEWS:

· Mr. Root addressed the question “Why did we get new playground equipment if the plans are to build a new building?” He said the district sold some property on Centre Avenue 3 years ago, and each elementary was given $100,000 to upgrade their playground. Lake Center’s money was put aside until it was decided to go ahead and use it for the kids this year.  The playground was placed in a good spot that would not interfere with the building project.

· A flyer providing information about Proposal 1 and Proposal 2 was distributed to our PTO by Superintendent Marsha Wells in order to promote parent discussion and awareness of what’s on the ballot.  Proposal 2 will not be considered unless Proposal 1 passes.  Lake Center will need a group of LCE parents to elicit support.  Waylee will come down regardless of outcome.  Tuesday, November 6 is Election Day.

· New Teachers/Staff changes:  Kjerste Boesen, new 1st grade teacher, Leslie Buscher, new 5th grade teacher, Kathy Evans will teach AM Young-5’s and PM Kindergarten, Jennifer Kitchen teaching P.E. full-time, Heather Dunlop teaching 4th grade at Amberly, Amanda Hecker has a 3rd grade job share at Waylee, Joan Haynes, LCE cashier, replaced with sub. LCE has five sections of kindergarten and five sections of 1st grade.  LCE’s enrollment is in the 580’s. 

· At 8:46 a.m. on Sept. 11, 2007 there will be a Moment of Silence at LCE in memory of 9/11.

· Mr. Root expressed gratitude for all the help Lake Center Bible Church provides our school.  Brian Clark, Youth Pastor at Lake Center Bible Church, organized a Backpack Drive in his church.  170 filled backpacks were distributed to teachers at the beginning of the school year.  Next year, however, the backpacks are going to be collected and distributed 2-3 weeks before school starts because many students who could have benefited from this drive already purchased one by the start of school.  The KIDS HOPE tutoring program is based out of this church.  The church also supplies volunteers for our Carnival and Child Care Program at PTO meetings.
PTO CALENDAR OF EVENTS & PTO MEETING DATES:

A 2007-2008 Calendar of Events and a schedule of the PTO Meetings were distributed to the general members.  Jennifer Welch encouraged parents to regularly attend meetings and to contact event chairpersons if they were interested in helping with a special event.  PTO Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.  There is no meeting in December.

ONGOING PROGRAMS:

· Meijer Community Rewards Program-Dana Pope, Coordinator, explained the changes and incentives to the Meijer Community Rewards Program and encouraged everyone to enroll or re-enroll.  Enrollment applications were made available at the meeting.  Parents can also sign up online at Meijer.com/rewards.  The LCE designation is #140440.  Volunteers will be available in the Computer Lab during Open House to help people sign up or reenroll. 

· Box Tops-Heather Benedict, Coordinator, said our goal this year is to collect 25,000 Box Tops ($2,5 00.00).  Last year’s goal was 21,000 Box Tops. She mentioned ways to acquire bonus points this month and to utilize the Box Top Marketplace website. A Sam’s Club participating products list was made available at the meeting.  Visit www.boxtops4education.com/clubbonus to receive 10 Bonus Box Tops for our school. The class that collects the most Box Tops during the week of October 1-5 will be awarded a frozen treat.  The class that collects the most Box Tops by the end of the school year gets $50.00 to put toward a party.

· Target Take Charge of Education-specify Lake Center and PTO will receive money each time you use your Target credit card.

· Hardings eScrip Community Card-Harding’s Markets contributes up to 4% to LCE every time you use your card.  eScrip cards were made available at the meeting.  Visit www.escrip.com/hardings.jsp
· Campbell’s Labels for Education-Barb Poliak, Coordinator, said we have 6,259 points in the banking account and many unclipped ones in her basement.  She will ask the PTO Teacher Reps to review the merchandise catalog and suggest items to purchase.   Several parents volunteered to clip labels during PTO meetings.
       NEW BUSINESS:

· Popcorn Day-Dana Pope, Coordinator, said the first Popcorn Day is September 14, 2007.  Popcorn is available to 1st-5th graders the first Friday of each month during the lunchtime for $.25 or 4 Box Tops.  Students cannot use their lunch accounts to purchase popcorn.  Volunteers are needed from 10:00 am-2:00 pm. to pop, bag, and sell the popcorn.  Sue Barrett, Kim Bateman and Barb Poliak volunteered to work on Sept. 14.  Missy Behnke volunteered to work in October.
· Lake Center Open House, September 20, 2007, 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Jennifer Welch, Coordinator, asked for volunteers to assist in the Computer Lab (Meijer        Community Rewards sign-up), oversee the PTO Table, and help with refreshments/clean up in the cafeteria.  Volunteers were asked to commit to 30 minutes.  All LCE families are asked to provide one dozen cookies.

· Midland Fall Fundraiser-Jennifer Welch, spokesperson for Donna Bourbeau, Coordinator, highlighted important dates and catalog items.  Packets with preprinted forms will go home with students on Friday, September 21st.  Orders and money are due on Monday, October 8th.  Parents pick up products between 3:45-6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 5th.  This fundraiser is LCE’s biggest fundraiser. Our goal this year is to increase participation and product sales (sell $23,000.00 worth of products) to help offset losses from the Meijer Community Rewards Program.  New this year, children will get credit for orders made online.  In lieu of catalog sales, parents have the option to donate cash or a check to Portage Lake Center PTO, Inc.; however, the child(ren) will not earn prizes.
· Movie Night-Stacey West & Beth Wolfe, Coordinators, circulated a volunteer sign-up list for the upcoming Movie Night, October 5, 2007.   Movie Night has been a successful and fun event for 3 years. The movie is shown in the gym.  Seating is on the floor.  Chairs should be kept to the perimeter of the gym.  Admission is free.  Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Movie starts at 6:30 p.m. Concessions (ranging from $.25 to $1.00) are sold before movie and during a mid-movie intermission.  This is a family event, not a drop off.  A concern was brought up as to how to address wet feet and dirty floor for the movie nights held in the winter.  Three movies were voted on for the October 5th Movie Night:  The Last Mimsee (PG), Firehouse Dog (G), and Garfield II (G).  Firehouse Dog won.  Stacey took suggestions for future movies:  Star Wars, ET, Parent Trap, King & I, and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Under our licensing agreement, we are not able to show 20th Century Fox productions. Stacey expressed a need for coolers to house juice and water during Movie Night.  A motion was made by Kimberly Cornue to purchase a 102 qt. cooler for $47.20.  Heather Benedict second.   The motion passed without objection.
· Mom’s Marketplace-Tracy Matthews, Coordinator, said Mom’s Marketplace is scheduled for October 19, 2007 but the committee is meeting again to re-look at this date and possibly come up with other possible dates for this event that caters to and provides services for moms.  Vendors would be charged for a table.  Tracy feels a minimum of 15 tables is necessary.  Venders’ donations can be door prizes.  Committee members hope to gain insight and ideas by observing a similar program held at Angling Road Elementary School.  It was suggested that a date around Mother’s Day might be appropriate. 
      OLD BUSINESS:
· 5th Grade Party, June 12, 2007 at WMU

· Staff Appreciation Luncheon, June 12, 2007

· Site Base Report-Summer Enrichment Program-Dana Pope, Coordinator, reported that 156 LCE students participated in the summer program.  It was suggested for next year that Site Base utilize the older students, particularly older girls, by having them pair up with younger participants in order to help the younger ones maneuver through the stations more easily.

· Staff Welcome Back Breakfast-Co-Chairs Jennifer Welch, Donna Bourbeau and Stacey Hunter organized a breakfast for the teachers on August 30, 2007.

     FUNDRAISING IDEAS:

· ECCU Spirit Checks-LCE Parent, Tina Mason explained the Spirit Check Program.  A custom check is created using our school’s logo.  Members of the Educational Community Credit Union order checks at $15.00 a box with $3.00 being returned to the school.  57% of LCE staff is members.  PTO supplies the logo.  There are no additional costs for set up. Because Lake Center has no official logo, Tina Mason, Tina Schmidt and Barbara Robinson volunteered to serve on a committee to investigate logos for Lake Center.  They will select three logos, share them at a PTO meeting, and eventually have the kids vote on one. If you have questions about how to become a member of ECCU, please contact Tina Mason.  
· Back-to-School School Supplies Project-Kimberly Cornue is investigating this fundraiser where LCE teachers provide a student school supply list, Office Depot puts the packet together, parents order them, PTO makes a small profit, and students have supplies at the start of school.  Parents don’t have to shop for school supplies.  Kimberly will revisit this idea after Christmas.
· Area Restaurant Benefit Nights-StaceyWest, spokesperson for Donna Bourbeau, suggested creating a calendar where one night month, a Benefit Night at a local restaurant (Wendy’s, Arby’s, McDonalds, Burger King, etc.) is scheduled.  A percent of the sales goes to LCE.

· Krispie Kremes has fundraising opportunities.  Krispie Kremes gave Mr. Root donuts for our refreshments at the PTO Meeting this evening.

· Erbelli’s Silicone Wristbands-Mr. Root noted that Erbelli’s has wristbands to purchase for $4.00 a piece, but $3.00 goes to the school of your choice.  Unsure what is printed on the wristband, but it wasn’t a negative message.
· Spirit Wear Sale-Stacey West, Coordinator, suggested that after we select a logo, we have a one-time t-shirt/sweatshirt sale.  Should we do it in the Fall or Spring?
· Spirit Sale-Stacey West spoke on behalf of Donna Bourbeau.  Donna is interested and excited about chairing an ongoing fund raiser that sells Lake Center spirit items such as window clings, silicone bracelets, water bottles, thermal coffee mugs, key chains, zipper pulls, decals, etc. She has investigated two companies and looking to see who gives the best return.  She would store the items at her house and make them available at PTO meetings, Movie Nights, and other school functions and events.  Donna made a request to PTO for $1,000.00 to start this program.  She would begin with four items:  circle decals, wristbands, water bottles and pencils.  There was much discussion that followed.  The request was denied.  Kimberly Cornue motioned to allow Donna Bourbeau to make a one-time purchase of silicone wristbands and static window decals, not to exceed $500.00, for the LCE Spirit Sale.  Roberta Bartlett second.  The motion passed without objection.
PTO MEETINGS:  2nd Monday of the Month, 6:30 p.m. in the Lake Center Library  
October 8, 2007

November 12, 2007

December – No Meeting

January 14, 2008



Free Child Care provided at every meeting!

February 11, 2008

March 10, 2008

April 14, 2008

May 12, 2008

Mrs. Frieben’s class won the $10.00 for having the most parents from her class attend the PTO Meeting tonight.  The meeting was closed at 8:27 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Barb Poliak, Secretary
