CALIBRATING YOUR SPRAYER


To grow successful food and nesting plots, Pheasants Forever members must address the following four issues: soil fertility and Ph, weed control (herbicide), adequate fertilization, and correct seeding rates and incorporation.  Many of you are doing a nice job of soil sampling and lime application but are struggling with proper weed control.  Hopefully this information will make your job easier and more successful.

It is absolutely necessary for you to calibrate your sprayer in order to have successful herbicide results. (Post-emergent kill “Roundup” or pre-emergent canopy “Dual”). You can successfully calibrate any size sprayer if you consider the following four variables: spray tip size, speed of application (M.P.H.), tank pressure (P.S.I.), and desired gallons of solution per acre.    

TIP #   (color)


M.P.H.


P.S.I. (pressure)
GALLONS PER ACRE

8003     blue


    4


          30#


   19




    4


          40#


   22




    5


          30#


   15




    5


          40#


   18



8004     red


    5


          30#


    21





    5


          40#


    24

*** We find the best results with the highlighted combination above.   

SUGGESTED RATES OF APPLICATION

ROUNDUP -  1 Quart of Mirage Plus (concentrated Roundup) with approximately 20 gallons of water per acre.  Weeds should be at least 3-6 inches tall and should not be mowed prior to application. If you must mow, wait 7-10 days for regrowth before application.    

DUAL - 1 pint of Dual with approximately 20 gallons of water per acre.  Dual is a pre-emergent herbicide and needs to be sprayed post seed incorporation on applicable food plot mixes, (Winter Survival Mix and Blizzard Mix).  Dual must be incorporated into the top layer of soil by rainfall within 6 days of application.  Dual should be applied after seeding and just prior to a rainfall. 

GROUND SPEED CHART

(Calibrating M.P.H. for lawn mowers, ATV’s, etc.)


Speed in M.P.H.

Time Required in Seconds to Travel a distance of:


(Miles per Hour)

100 ft.


200 ft. 


300 ft.

             
1.0


   68


 136


  205




2.0


   34


   68


  102



3.0


   23


   45 


    68



4.0


   17


   34


    51



5.0


   14


   27


    41



6.0


   11


   23


    34

If you have any questions, call or email: Brian Woolcock (1-517-521-3849) or bvwoolcock

@acd.net

