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Pheasant Forever Chapters and Partners—

New Reporting Requirements on Donated Seed 
New Reporting Requirements on Donated Seed-- DeKalb Seed (through parent company Monsanto) provides much of the donated crop seed that PF/QF distributes for food plots.  We were recently told by Monsanto that PF and QF (meaning our chapters and partners) are now required to provide much more data about the use of that seed for wildlife.  We are now required to accomplish two specific recordkeeping tasks at the time of seed distribution:

1. Cooperators may receive genetically modified (GM) seed such as Roundup Ready Corn, ONLY if they sign a Monsanto Wildlife Technology Stewardship Agreement that records simple information about the recipient.
2. PF/QF must provide accurate distribution records for all Monsanto seed, including grain sorghum.  This data must be provided to PF/QF by chapters and partners. We must submit these records to Monsanto each year.

Why is Monsanto requiring this?

The EPA requires Monsanto to provide data on the distribution of GM seed (such as RR Corn).  Ag growers have been required to sign these forms for many years.  That has now trickled down to wildlife groups. There have also been abuses of donated seed and Monsanto wants their donated seed to be planted for its intended use—wildlife food and habitat.  PF/QF chapters have been good stewards.  Even so, we must still abide by the new recordkeeping.  

Can we switch companies and avoid the paperwork?

Switching suppliers will make little difference, as all Major seed companies are already doing this.  Smaller companies that are licensed to use genetic technologies have the same requirements—if not now, then in the very near future.  

What is the process?

Recordkeeping must be done when seed is picked up by individual landowner/cooperators.  The chapters & agency partners that are giving the seed out will take the information and collect forms.  

· The compliance rate in recordkeeping must be 100%. 

· Agreements and Seed Logs will be sent to PF Regional Reps, & Seed Drop locations (to pass on to chapters, agencies and landowners), or sent directly to some chapters (to provide to their landowner/cooperators).
· Chapters and Agency Partners are responsible for obtaining one signed Monsanto Wildlife Technology Stewardship Agreement (attachment) from each landowner receiving Roundup Ready Corn at seed pickup. A landowner/cooperator keeps one Agreement copy.  The other two are mailed to me by the chapter/agency.

· Chapters & Partners must keep a Conservation Seed Log (see attachment) for all seed (both corn & grain sorghum) listing EACH bag of seed given to landowner/cooperators.  The spreadsheet records name, address, phone, # bags of seed, and must be sent to the PF/QF address below (we will provide these records to Monsanto). Recordkeeping Example: Jim Smith receives 5 bags RR Corn / 3 bags Sorghum.  A Monsanto Wildlife Technology Agreement is signed for RR Corn.  Grower data is entered in the Log for corn & sorghum. 

· Seed Logs need not be computer entered (but it would be nice).  Please make them legible (we will enter it).

· When all seed is distributed, Chapter or Agency sends all Agreements and Logs to PF at my address below. 

How serious is this? 

Simple answer— in the future we won’t be able to provide seed to parties that fail to document seed distribution.  This seed may not be sold, traded, harvested, fed, or grazed.  Misuse invites action by Monsanto.  
Here is the Silver Lining!
DeKalb and Monsanto work with very few wildlife groups (PF/QF is among those).  With accurate recordkeeping, we expect to be able to make an expanded lineup of products available to chapters and partners in the near future.
Please call me if you have concerns, questions or needs. I know this is a significant change from how we have handled things in the past.  Thanks for your patience, your hard work, and for your assistance. 
Jim Wooley
National Food Plot Seed Coordinator, Pheasants Forever/Quail Forever, Inc. 
Phone/Fax:  (641) 774-2238 / Cell:  (641) 203-1020  / jwooley@pheasantsforever.org 
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