SOIL TESTING PROCEDURES 2010
Dear Members,

Soil testing is a major way to ensure that your Pheasants Forever habitat seeding is successful.  There are many variables involved, however, the most common causes are; inadequate soil nutrients or over-seeding.  “Less is more” when it comes to seed success. If the soil lacks N,P,K or lime, you will have a problem.  The project will only be as successful as its weakest link. 

Because we are the only chapter to provide fertilizer and herbicide, each Priority Member is required to have current soil samples on record, regardless of plot size.  They will be kept on file for four years. (2006-2010)    (You will need to :)

1. Obtain a new soil sample or provide a record of one (M.S.U) dated 2006+.


2. Maintain a 6.2 Ph level in order to obtain fertilizer. 


3. Provide sample results in order to complete PF Contracts prior to seed days. 


4. Attend one of several evening meetings to fill out paper work prior to April 10th. 

    (Meeting dates and times will be announced within the next 2 weeks)


5. 2010 Seed Guidelines will be determined at our March board meeting.  
Samples should be collected and deposited at the drop sites before March 25, 2010.  We will need the soil sample results in order to complete your contract prior to the seed days. (Dates will be determined at the March membership meeting)   Your MSU soil analysis will be
sent to you in a PDF format.  Please bring it with you when you attend one of the evening

sign-up meetings.  

To make your job easier, we have explained the proper sample collection methods on the attached 

Soil questionnaire.  We have provided four (4) designated drop sites this year. (Eagle Express Party Store in Hartland, Fowlerville Feed and Pet next to R/R crossing,  Randy’s Service at the intersection of Mason and Fowlerville Rd, and Glenn Farm Seed on M-52 one mile south of 

Stockbridge).  Samples will be picked up bi-weekly beginning on March 16th.  
Your cost is $11 per sample. A sample should have 4-5 plugs per plot. (Approximately 1 pint).
DO NOT USE A SHOVEL.  Place cash or check (“M.S.U. Soil Lab) along with your Soil Test Information Form in a plastic bag and place in the can with your dirt sample.  If you have more than one sample you will need to duplicate the form or place the necessary information in each sample can.  
PRIORITY SEED MEMBERS WILL BE CONTACTED BY EMAIL OR TELEPHONE, WHEN THE PRIORITY SEED DATES ARE FINALIZED. GUIDELINES DETERMINING  SEED, FERTILIZER AND HERBICIDE AVAILABLITY, WILL BE DETERMINED AT THE MARCH BOARD MEETING. WE WILL SEND YOU THE GUIDELINES BY 3/15/10
If you have any questions about the testing procedure or previous soil samples, call Brian Woolcock (Crop Advisor) at 517-521-3849, (email bvwoolcock@acd.net.) For soil test kits, or equipment usage, contact Jason Fyke (517-294-2881)
Your habitat team thanks you!
