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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MARY M. STOGNER, CPIW

Mary is busy this month and couldn’t get out the President’s Message.  Because all of us are always under stress in the insurance industry, here is a list of proven stress reducers to help us get through those stressful times!

1. Get up fifteen minutes earlier in the morning. The inevitable morning mishaps will be less stressful.

2. Prepare for the morning the evening before. Set the breakfast table, make lunches, put out the clothes you plan to wear, etc.

3. Don’t rely on your memory. Write down appointment times, when to pick up the laundry, when library books are due, etc. 

4. Make duplicates of all keys. Bury a house key in a secret spot in the garden and carry a duplicate car key in your wallet, apart from your key ring.

5. Practice preventive maintenance. Your car, appliances, home, and relationships will be less likely to break down/fall apart "at the worst possible moment."

6. Be prepared to wait. A paperback can make a wait in a post office line almost pleasant.

7. Procrastination is stressful. Whatever you want to do tomorrow, do today; whatever you want to do today, do it now.

8. Plan ahead. Don’t let the gas tank get below one-quarter full; keep a well-stocked "emergency shelf" of home staples.

9. Don’t put up with something that doesn’t work right. If your alarm clock, wallet, shoe laces, windshield wipers are a constant aggravation, get them fixed or get new ones.
10. Allow 15 minutes of extra time to get to appointments. Plan to arrive at an airport one hour before domestic departures.
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February
20-21st
 IIAM Agency Management Conference, Jackson, MS
21st
Monthly Meeting of the Insurance Women of SW MS
26th
CISR Personal Auto, Jackson, MS

27-29th
 CIC Personal Lines, Jackson, MS
27-1st
CIC Agency Management, Baton Rouge, LA

29th
Leap Day

March
4-6th
PIA Agent’s License Review, Jackson, MS
4th
CISR Commercial Property, Baton Rouge, LA
6th
CISR Commercial Property, New Orleans, LA 
9th
Daylight Savings Time Begins

12th
Deadline to Register for the Region III Conference
17th
St. Patrick’s Day
20th
Spring Begins
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Attorneys for Mississippi attorney Richard "Dickie'' Scruggs asked a federal judge to dismiss criminal contempt charges that he ignored a court order to turn over documents about insurance claims after Hurricane Katrina. 
Scruggs is accused of violating a federal judge's order by giving State Farm insurance records related to Katrina claims to Mississippi Attorney General Jim Hood rather than returning them to E.A. Renfroe and Co. Inc. The Alabama firm, adjusting claims for State Farm, sued after the documents were given to Scruggs by two whistleblowers who had been handling claims for Renfroe and alleged fraud. 
A defense lawyer told U.S. District Judge C. Roger Vinson that Scruggs hopes to put the Katrina case to rest and concentrate on unrelated federal charges filed in Oxford, Miss., where Scruggs is accused of conspiring to bribe a judge in a dispute over $26.5 million in legal fees. 
"We just want to get out of here and go deal with the problems in Mississippi,'' Scruggs attorney John W. Keker said during a hearing. 

Special prosecutors said the contempt case in Alabama could be resolved in any possible plea deal in the bribery and conspiracy case in Mississippi, but there has been no word of an agreement. They urged Vinson to let the contempt charges move forward against Scruggs, one of the nation's richest trial lawyers and a brother-in-law of former Sen. Trent Lott, R-Miss. 
The judge did not indicate when he would rule. Vinson, of Pensacola, Fla., was appointed to hear the case after federal judges in Alabama stepped aside. 
Charles Sharp, one of three special prosecutors appointed to handle the contempt case, said Scruggs purposely violated an order by U.S. District Judge William Acker of Birmingham to return purloined documents to Renfroe. 
"He considered himself the owner of those documents, which were stolen,'' said Sharp. Scruggs wanted to keep the documents to create the "crescendo of pressure'' that led to a mass settlement of Katrina claims by State Farm, he said. 
But Keker, the defense lawyer, said Scruggs complied with Acker's order by giving the papers to Attorney General Hood since the judge said the documents could be given to law enforcement agencies. . 
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Virginia Zeigler is busying studying for CPCU 560. She is also driving back and forth from Hattiesburg for family events, Grandparents Day, and two upcoming birthdays in March.  She is counting the days until daylight savings time so she can spend some time working in her yard!

Keri Morrell is back spending her spare time at her sewing machine now that deer season is over.  She is trying to throw in a little education and complete her final class for the ACSR designation.

Ruth Phillips will be attending her fourth CIC Institute at the end of February.  She will be attending Agency Management in Baton Rouge.  She also has an article in the February issue of Roughnotes Magazine.

We want to welcome new member Alicia Smith! Alicia is employed at the Morrell Agency as CSR and she is excited to be a member and eager to learn and join in our activities!

Study Tips!! For those of you studying insurance Classes!

Set aside a place for study and study only!
Find a specific place that you can use for studying.
Insure that your study area has the following: 

· good lighting 

· ventilation 

Insure that your study area does not have the following: 

· a distracting view of other activities that you want to be involved in
· a telephone 

· a loud stereo 

· a 27-inch color TV 

· a roommate or friend who wants to talk a lot 

Insurance Commissioner Candidates' Money Difficult to Trace
Republican Mike Chaney said he spent around $1 million to win the Mississippi insurance commissioner's race in 2007. 
"It's obscene to spend that much money on an election for a job that pays less than $100,000 a year,'' Chaney said, "and you try to be impartial and you know much of the money comes from the business side.'' 
But it's not always easy to find out where candidates get their campaign money. Even they have difficulty tracking the funds.  Chaney estimates that almost half his money came from the Republican Party. The party reports its contributions, distributing the funds among candidates. It is impossible to say whose donations went to whom. 

Another issue is funding for advocacy ads, which played a major role in the insurance commissioner's race. The advertisements don't tell viewers which candidates to support, so the contributions for those ads don't have to be reported.  In the insurance commissioner's race, groups ran advocacy ads that attacked the candidate they wanted to defeat. 

Anderson said after the primary that his polls showed election funding from the insurance industry was the biggest issue in the commissioner's race. Dale never made a secret of the fact that insurance companies contributed to his campaigns. 

Both Chaney and Anderson pledged to eschew insurance industry funding, but Chaney said he did accept money from insurance agents and their companies. Because of Mississippi's weak campaign reporting laws, the candidates have to be taken at their word. 
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