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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MARY M. STOGNER, CPIW

Happy New Year!  Here it is again, a brand new NAIW year with all the possibilities that new beginnings always bring.  

 

Thinking of new beginnings reminds me of all the new birds we have seen born around our place this summer.  I’ve never before had the privilege of watching a new baby bird learn to fly.  It was really quite fascinating to watch.  The baby birds would hop along and then flap their wings and manage to fly a little ways and then hop some more.  The mama (or daddy, who can tell) would fly up on a low object and encourage the little one up onto that object.  Gradually, the objects were higher and further away.  Step by step the baby was gaining more confidence and the ability to fly.  Now, you can’t tell the babies from the parents.

 

Where am I going with this story?  I really don’t know.  It just seemed appropriate somehow.  

 

We had a good beginning at our first meeting.  We set some goals and made some plans to help meet those goals.  As we meet from month to month, we will have committee assignments, projects, programs, and educational opportunities that will help us grow.  Maybe we will learn to fly a little higher and as we mentor each other, soon you won’t be able to tell the ‘babies from the parents,” or the “First Timers” from the “Gold Timers.”

 

Looking forward to a “possibility filled” new year,

 Mary 
Mary M. Stogner, CPIW
President
DATES TO REMEMBER

August

7-9th
IIAM Agent’s License Review, Jackson, MS
14th
NCCI Workers Comp Workshop, Jackson, MS

15th
Extended Deadline for ISFA Education Foundation Scholarship

16th
Monthly Business Meeting of the Insurance Women of Southwest MS
22-25th
 CIC Personal Lines Institute, Baton Rouge, LA

23rd
CISR Personal Auto, New Orleans, LA

28th
CISR Personal Auto, Baton Rouge, LA

September

3rd
Labor Day
9th
Grandparent’s Day
11th
Patriot Day
23rd
Autumn Begins
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NEW IRS RULES
NAIW and all affiliates are classified by the IRS as 501-c-6 (NOT 501-c-3) which means we are all exempted from Federal Income Tax and in most states, state income tax.  All NAIW affiliates including the home office are required to pay State sales tax.  In 2006, the IRS lobbied Congress to require that all non profit associations (close to a million in the United States) be required to file a Form 990 regardless of whether or not they earned a certain amount of gross income.  In the past prior to this bill passing only those associations who earned more than $25,000 gross income, before expenses, or who received a form directly from the IRS were required to complete the form.  All NAIW affiliates have the filing deadline of November 15th, 2008.  The law took effect for NAIW and all affiliates beginning July 1, 2007 so this means that all affiliates will need to file their first report prior to November 15, 2008.
PARTNERS IN LITERACY 2007-2008 CAMPAIGN CHOSEN – REACH OUT AND READ
Reach Out and Read (ROR) makes literacy promotion a standard part of pediatric primary care, so that children grow up with books and a love of reading. Reach Out and Read trains doctors and nurses to advise patients about the importance of reading aloud and to give books to children at pediatric checkups from six months to five years, with a special emphasis on children growing up in poverty. There are over 3,289 ROR programs based on the ROR model at clinics, hospitals, and health centers in all 50 states, Guam, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia. International President Faye Evans asks that all NAIW (International) members get involved this year with this organization by making monetary donations to the ROR national organization. NAIW (International) members can donate in one of two ways: online or by mail. In both cases the gift goes directly to Reach Out and Read. If you choose to give online there is an “In Honor Of” option under the heading “Gift Information” where members can indicate that the donation is made on behalf of NAIW (International). If donating by mail you can make your checks payable to Reach Out and Read and write a notation on the memo line “Gift on behalf of NAIW (International)”. ROR will keep track of all donations made by all NAIW members and we will be recognized by their organization for all of our support. Please visit the ROR web site at www.reachoutandread.org to read more about ROR. You can make a donation by clicking on Get Involved/Make a Donation. If you would prefer to donate by mail you can also find a downloadable donation form online. Reach Out and Read’s mailing address is: 29 Mystic Avenue, Somerville, MA 02145.
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Virginia Zeigler applied for an ISFA Education Foundation Scholarship to continue working on her CPCU designation.  Also, she has been busy working in her yard and preparing for the August program which is sure to be exciting!
Keri Morrell has just returned from the Gulf Coast for the PIA of MS convention and is looking forward to having an outing with her husband this month when they go to Sturgis, MS for the annual bike rally there.   She is taking several online courses and will begin working on her ACSR designation.

Kylene Moak is expecting!  Her bundle of joy should be arriving in February!! Kylene just came back from her awards ceremony in Jackson where she was presented with the Outstanding CSR of the Year Award for the State of MS.  In addition to the lovely plaque, she was presented with a beautiful bouquet of flowers.  Kylene has also applied for an ISFA scholarship and is planning on attending a CISR class in November.
Ruth Phillips recently returned from the PIA of MS convention in Orange Beach, AL.  While at the convention she was surprised when she was awarded the 2007 Agency Staff Person of the Year Award.  Ruth is currently taking AIS 25.
Mary Stogner spent her vacation hosting Tim’s son Darby home from Korea for a visit.  Three of their four grandchildren were also home to visit. 
INSURANCE COMMISSIONER ELECTION RESULTS
Former state fiscal chief Gary Anderson won the Democrat Primary defeating George Dale as Mississippi's Insurance Commissioner.

Anderson faces Republican state Sen. Mike Chaney of Vicksburg. Chaney easily won the GOP nomination for the four-year post, defeating Ronnie English of Vancleave.

The coastal counties of Jackson, Harrison and Hancock overwhelmingly supported Anderson over Dale. Dale, insurance commissioner for 32 years, has been criticized since insurance companies denied claims, halted coverage and hiked premiums.

"When your monthly insurance premium is higher than your monthly mortgage, we have a problem in Mississippi," Chaney told a Neshoba County Fair audience last month.

Scruggs poured $250,000 into a political action committee trying to unseat Dale. He and other attorneys also sponsored ads painting Dale as too cozy with insurers and encouraging residents to avoid the state's mediation program.

Anderson pledged not to accept money from the industry, but Chaney has been less adamant. In campaign speeches, Chaney has blasted Dale on the issue. But he reported receiving money from a person associated with the industry in July, the most recent reporting period for campaign finances.

Chaney also wants to make sure it's the last time Mississippians vote for an insurance commissioner. He wants to make the position an appointive office. In most states, insurance commissioners are appointed, and Chaney said those places have lower insurance rates.
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