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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MARY M. STOGNER, CPIW

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas! 

We live in the greatest country in the world.  Even the poorest among us would be considered rich by most of the rest of the world.  As we give thanks for our blessings, let's try to remember those who have so much less.

From those who have much, much is required.

The State Council Meeting last month was really great.  The Hattiesburg

Association did a wonderful job.  Everything went smoothly and everyone seemed to have a good time.  I learned a few new things, and that's always good.

I'm looking forward to our Christmas party.  Can't wait to see what new

trivia game Ruthie will come up with.  Don't forget to bring your

donations for MICA.

I have lost count of the number of interruptions since I started this

article.  I might as well give it up and sign off or I will be wishing

you a Happy New Year before it's finished.

Just remember the Reason for the Season and keep the "Son" in your

eyes.

  Mary 
Mary M. Stogner, CPIW
“The Prez”
Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories and love of kindred, and we are better throughout the year for having, in spirit, become a child again at Christmas-time. ~Laura Ingalls Wilder
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December

1st
Deadline to apply for Insurance Scholarship from the ISFA


McComb & Summit Christmas Parades

4-6th
IIAM Agents License Review, Jackson, MS

5-8th
CIC Life & Health Baton Rouge, LA

7th
Pearl Harbor Day


Magnolia Christmas Parade

14th
Insurance Women Christmas Party, at Mary Stogner’s Home

22nd
Winter Begins

24th
Christmas Eve

25th
Christmas Day

31st
New Year’s Eve

May Peace be your gift at Christmas and your blessing all year through!

January

1st
New Year’s Day
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Despite alarming predictions, the U.S. came through a second straight hurricane season virtually unscathed, raising fears among emergency planners that they will be fighting public apathy and overconfidence when they warn people to prepare for next year. 

November 30, 2007 marks the official close of the Atlantic season, so unless a storm forms in the next few days, only one hurricane -- and a minor one at that --will have hit the U.S. during the June-to-November period. Mexico and Central America, however, were struck by a record two top-scale Category 5 storms. The preliminary total for the season: 14 named storms, six of them hurricanes, two of them major. 

That was less activity than the government predicted before the season started, and stands in stark contrast to 2004 and 2005, when the U.S. was hit by one devastating storm after another, including Hurricane Katrina. However, forecasters and emergency managers warned that one result of the good year for the country may be increased skepticism when they urge people to stock up on food and draw up their hurricane evacuation plans for next year. 

"Now that we've gone a couple of years without major hurricanes will the public be more apathetic before the next hurricane season? The answer is absolutely,'' said Craig Fugate, director of the Florida Division of Emergency Management. "The further we get away from these types of events ... the more complacent people become, and that's the challenge we have to continue to fight.'' 

Similarly, Robert Hartwig, president of the Insurance Information Institute, said the industry saw about a 20 percent increase in the number of flood policies sold in Gulf Coast states in the two years after Katrina. But about one in five new policies is not being renewed, he said. "People believe they've rode out the worst of the storm, so to speak,'' Hartwig said. "Nothing could be further from the truth.'' 

He warned that the failure of homeowners to renew their policies is "a tragedy in the making.'' The season's 14 named storms were on the low end of the 13 to 17 government scientists predicted. The six hurricanes didn't reach the seven to 10 forecast. The two major hurricanes were also below the three to five predicted. 
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Virginia Zeigler hosted family Thanksgiving at her house.  She is looking forward to various Christmas parties and spending Christmas with her son and his family at their house.  She is waiting for her new CPCU book to come so she can start studying!

Keri Morrell is working on her ACSR designation and hopes to have it completed by the end of the year.  She is enjoying the spotlight as Magnolia’s Citizen of the Year, and will be the Grand Marshal for the Magnolia Christmas Parade on December 7th.

Bea Jones had most of her family at her house for Thanksgiving.  After the family enjoyed the meal, they spent time watching the little ones put up the Christmas tree.  Her granddaughters Madge and JoBea are in pageants this December.  Bea will be busy going to lots of plays and cantatas.  She will be attending an E&O Seminar in Hattiesburg on December 11th.  

Ruth Phillips passed her AIS 25 exam and has earned her AIS designation.  She is still awaiting the results from her CIC Life and Health Institute.  She spent Thanksgiving with Keri where they sewed. 

Mary Stogner had a wonderful Thanksgiving with lots of family.  She celebrated an early Christmas with Dawn and her family since they will be in Minnesota for the holiday.  Mary loves internet shopping!  So far, she had managed to avoid going into an actual store! Well, not quite, but pretty close!

KATRINA NEWS

The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency has asked companies to re-submit bids to oversee the Hurricane Katrina cottages pilot program. MEMA said it decided not to extend its $8.9 million contract with Florida-based PBS&J Engineering, the firm in charge for the last nine months. 

MEMA officials said it has nothing to do with PBS&J's performance. The agency wants to "get the lowest bid from the best qualified contractor,'' officials wrote in an e-mailed response from The Clarion-Ledger newspaper. The state did not use a competitive bid process when it selected PBS&J. Officials said they needed to move forward with the cottage program as soon as possible, and the firm was working on other recovery projects when it was chosen. 

"We would be nowhere near where we are now, with almost 600 families in our units, had we gone out with a competitive bid in the beginning,'' MEMA spokeswoman Ashley Roth told the newspaper. "We now have the time to go through the competitive process while the program is underway.'' A PBS&J spokeswoman said the firm will submit another bid. In September, the state asked PBS&J to review the cottages' installation process after a Georgia businessman alleged the structures were not securely fastened to the ground. The businessman, Jerry Brown, hoped his foundation design would be used in the installation process. 

A PBS&J engineer wrote the cottages were secure, and state officials said they were satisfied with the response. MEMA stipulated its next contract with a program manager should not exceed $6 million. It would expire in March 2009 but could be extended. 
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