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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MARY M. STOGNER, CPIW

Everyday as I look in the mirror (Horrors!) or check the calendar, I realize how fast time is passing.  This is especially evident when I see my grandchildren after a few months’ absence.  My, how much they have grown! 

This passage of time makes me think about how productive we are with the time we are given.  How much of the time do we spend wishing it would pass faster?  

On Monday morning, we wish for Friday afternoon.  We check the calendar for the next holiday.  We count down each day, each minute, until vacation time.  And what about the countdown to retirement?   Some of us have reached the age when retirement could be a real possibility. 

What difference would it make in our lives if instead of wishing the time away, we actually appreciated each day and the opportunities it brings?  

My own personal goal is to try to look at time differently.  To be more aware of how quickly it does pass and to try to make the most of each day.  Does all this mean I really am getting old?  Don’t answer that!
 
“This is the day which the Lord hath made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
 

 Mary 
Mary M. Stogner, CPIW
“The Prez”
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September

20th
Monthly Business Meeting of the Insurance Women of Southwest MS

23rd
Autumn Begins

26th
Dynamics of Service, Baton Rouge, LA

27th
CISR Commercial Casualty, Hattiesburg. MS


MS Insurance Education Day, Jackson

28th
CISR Personal Residential, Hattiesburg, MS

October

2-4th
IIAM Agent’s License Review, Jackson, MS

5-6th
MS Council Meeting, Hattiesburg

8th
Columbus Day

16th
CISR Agency Operations, Jackson, MS


National Boss Day

18th
Monthly Business Meeting of the Insurance Women of Southwest MS

17-19th
 CIC Life & Health Institute, Jackson, MS
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INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Have you checked out the new International President’s Page on the NAIW website yet?  Our International President, and fellow Region III member, E. Faye Evans, has lots of new and exciting things on her page!

Faye’s Presidential Challenge this year is “Puzzle Master.” The form with the rules and point qualifiers can be downloaded off the NAIW website.  Trust me, this challenge will be tough for any member to complete!

There are several great articles under the member recognition link and a truly inspiring story about the Insurance Women of New Orleans.  Plus, NAIW National continues to look for stories from all the members, so you can send in your story today.

Information on this year’s Partners in Literacy campaign is also on the site.  Once you click on the link you can read all about the “Reach Out and Read” program and make your donation.  Make sure to visit the page today!

NAIW NATIONAL CONVENTION 2008

Now is the time to start saving those pennies and making plans if you are planning on attending the NAIW National Convention in Scottsdale, AZ.   The Convention will be June 4-8th, 2008.  Arizona is a lovely place to visit and the location of the convention should offer many fun activites.  The Convention will be held at The Westin Kierland Resort & Spa.  The resort is lovely and you can see pictures of the property by checking out their website at www.kierlandresort.com.  

In case you didn’t make it to Puerto Rico in June, there is a slide show of pictures from the 2007 Convention on the NAIW website.  The slide show has several pictures and you can see all the great things you missed.  

REGIONAL 2008

Don’t forget that Region III will be having the Conference in Macon, GA in 2008.  Those attending will be in for a special treat as the Cherry Blossom Festival will be going on at the same time.  Make sure you have marked your calendars with the dates of April 3-6th, 2008 so you can be there! 
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Virginia Zeigler is waiting for the news about her ISFA Education Foundation Scholarship so she can continue working on her CPCU designation.  

Keri Morrell enjoyed her Labor Day weekend by spending time sewing and hanging out with husband Claude, at the bike rally in Sandy Hook, MS.

Kylene Moak has been busy being a mom! Her daughter Kyry had her 8th birthday on September 16. They had a lovely party at the Celebration Station in Baton Rouge.  Kylene also found out her “bundle of joy” is a little baby boy!  Kylene has been notified that she passed her last CPSR class, and now officially holds the CPSR designation.  Congratulations to Kylene on earning her first designation!

Ruth Phillips is scheduled to take the CIC Life and Health Instiute in Jackson on October 17-19th.  This will be Ruthie’s third CIC class.  She is also finishing up AIS 25 and plans on taking that exam very soon.  Ruth will be competing in the CWC Speak Off at the Council meeting and has been busy practicing her speech.

Mary Stogner is looking forward to a trip to Chicago soon. It has been way too long since she has seen her Mary LeaAnn!  She recently attended a retreat at her church that was “awesome!”  Of course she has been staying busy with work, housework, and yard work!

KATRINA NEWS

A federal trial over Hurricane Katrina damage ended abruptly with a settlement between the insurance company and the Mississippi couple whose property damage, a jury decided, had been caused by the storm's wind and should have been covered by the couple's policy. 

Terms of the settlement between USAA Casualty Insurance Co. and Kevin and Sherrye Webster were not disclosed. But an attorney for the couple, Charles Merkel, called the outcome "very satisfying to everybody.'' USAA spokesman David Snowden confirmed the settlement but declined comment. 

Last week, the eight-member jury concluded that all of the damage to the couple's beachfront house in Bay St. Louis, Miss., was caused by Katrina's wind, wind-blown debris or wind-driven rain - perils that are covered by the San Antonio-based insurer's policies. 

The jury wasn't asked to specify how much money USAA owes the Websters for the damage. USAA had argued that nearly all of the damage to the two-story home was caused by Katrina's flood waters and wasn't covered by the Websters' policy, but the jury disagreed. 

USAA and other insurers say their homeowner policies cover damage from a hurricane's wind but not its rising water, including surge. The Websters didn't have a separate flood insurance policy. USAA blamed most of the damage to the couple's house on Katrina's storm surge, but the couple argues that wind caused the house to collapse before surge reached it. 
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