[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]__________________________________________________________________________________________

November 2006

Local Officers

President

Ruth E. Phillips, CISR, CPSR, CPIW
P.O. Box 864

Summit, MS  39666

601-783-3301 W

ruthie_phillips@yahoo.com 

President Elect

Mary M. Stogner, CPIW
P.O. Box 625

McComb, MS  39649

601-684-3921 W

mary@wellingtonassociates.com

Secretary

Virginia Zeigler, AAM, ACSR, AIT, CPIW

P.O. Box 625

McComb, MS  39648

601-684-3921 W

virginia@wellingtonassociates.com

Treasurer

Kylene Moak

2195 Barnett Road

Summit, MS  39666

601-783-3301 W

kkblue2195@yahoo.com

Board of Directors

Bea Jones, ACSR, CISR, CPIW
P.O. Box 635

Meadville, MS  39653

601-384-2308 W

beatiger1@yahoo.com

Keri Morrell, CIC, AAI, AIS, ASLI, CISR,

          CPSR, CPIW, DAE

P.O. Box 432

Magnolia, MS  39652

601-783-3301 W

601-783-3303 F

deucetou@aol.com

Deborah Ledford, CIC, CPIW DAE
Dual Member

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE BOARD

“AIM FOR THE FUTURE”

RUTH E. PHILLIPS

CISR, CPSR, CPIW
How can it be November already?  The time is flying by.  I think each of you will agree with me that the Council Meeting was an exciting time.  Our own Kylene Moak won the Council Rookie of the Year Award and Keri Morrell was elected to another term as Council Membership Development Chair.  I know several members participated in the CE class and had an excellent time.  The Council Meeting was a special time for me.  Each of you helped me with my campaign for Council Director Elect and I am grateful for your help and encouragement.  Even though I did not win the election, I learned many valuable lessons by going through the process.  Thank you for the support you have given me.

November is a time of Thanksgiving.  In our busy lives, I hope that we can each take a few minutes to really think about what we are thankful for.  I know I count in my blessings each and everyone one of you!  This month I will be spending time with my family, hitting the big Friday after Thanksgiving Sales, getting cards ready to send out, and putting up my tree.

November is also the deadline for all the Regional awards.  If you are planning on applying for a Regional award, now is the time to complete the application.  I need to send the applications to Jan Murray, Awards Chairman before November 15, 2006.

Don’t forget, the next deadline for the Insurance Scholarship Foundation of America is December 1, 2006.  If you are thinking about applying for a scholarship to help you with those professional designations, now is the time to complete that paperwork.  You can’t win a scholarship unless you apply, so get your application in the mail today!

And finally, Regional is just around the corner.  If you are going, please make your hotel reservations as soon as possible.

Ruthie
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DATES TO REMEMBER

November

1st-3rd
Ruble Seminar-Marketing and Sales, New Orleans, LA

7th
Election Day

7th-9th
PIA Agents License Review, Jackson, MS

9th
CISR-Agency Operations, New Orleans, LA

11th
Veterans Day

14th
CISR-Agency Operations, Baton Rouge, LA

15th
Deadline for Award entries to Regional Awards Chairman

16th
IWSWMS monthly meeting

23rd
Thanksgiving Day

29th-1st
PIA Agent’s License Review, Gulfport, MS
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There is an old saying that no one on their death bed regrets not having spent more time at the office.  Does your “to do” list seem never ending so that you struggle to find enough time for family friends and just plain old fun?

Stop fooling yourself that you can actually separate your professional life and your personal life.  You are only one person – the professional “you” and the personal “you”.

Don’t let the professional side of your life overtake the time you need for family and relaxation.  Some tips on how to make this work to your advantage are:

· Learn how to delegate work to others.

· Invite a client on a hunting or fishing trip or attend the theater or other performance to combine business with pleasure.

· In this 24/7 world, find time to turn off the cell phone and leave the laptop at the office.

· Take your family with you on a business trip.

· Balance volunteerism with family life.

· Remember what is important for the long term.

· Don’t take the job home with you.

Remember that life is to be lived, not just simply to be endured.  Don’t miss the important days with your family because they only happen once and will never come again.  We are each equal in having 24 hours in every day.  A large part of the difference in what each of us accomplish is related to how we use the 24 hours we are given. When we work to stay healthy, spend time with our families -- not just quality but quantity, exercise, stretch our minds, and just have fun, we are, in fact, preparing for work and to do a better job.
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS

Congratulations to Kylene Moak for being selected as the MS Council’s 2006 Rookie of the Year!  We are all very proud of her and now she finally has a plaque to dress up her wall.

Keri Morrell is very busy working on all the Chamber of Commerce activities for Magnolia’s 150th Birthday celebration the week of November 4 thru 11th.  She invites all of the members out for the parade and activities in town.

Ruth Phillips enjoyed a wonderful shopping trip with her mother and grandmother in Foley, AL.  She has also just gotten a new sewing machine and is learning to sew.

Bea Jones will be attending a William T. Hold seminar in November for CE hours and is looking forward to having all her family and some friends in for Thanksgiving.

Mary Stogner was our nominee for Insurance Professional of the Year and although she did not win at the Council Meeting we are all so very proud of her accomplishments.

Virginia Zeigler is running the roads again back and forth to Hattiesburg to watch grandson, Hayden, play flag football.  He is really excited as he will be playing on the “real” Golden Eagle’s football field.  Family is coming to visit for a mini family reunion in November and she will also be hosting her family’s Thanksgiving dinner.

Deborah Ledford was co-chairman of the Louisiana Council Meeting held in Baton Rouge, LA on October 7th and even after all of that was still able to attend the MS Council Meeting with us on October 13-14th.  Deb had a great time spending time with her fellow association members and seeing other members of the MS Council that she had not had a chance to see in over a year.

MS COUNCIL MEETING WRAP-UP

The 19th Annual Meeting of the MS Council of NAIW as held at the Hilton Hotel in Jackson, MS on October 13-14.  Congratulations to Council Director, Kimberly Shows, CIC, CISR, CPIW, DAE and the Insurance Women of Jackson on a fun and successful meeting.

Congratulation also go out to the following elected officers and award winners.

2007-2007 MS Council Officers

Belinda Pinion, CIC, CPIW………Council Director

Tanya Fritz…………..………….PR/Program Chair

Keri Morrell……...Membership Development Chair

Kimberly Shows….Delegate to Nominating Comm.

Michelle Bell……..Alternate to Nominating Comm.

First Timers Award

Lailah Valentine

Insurance Women of NE MS

CWC Speak-off Winner

Cindy Cole, APA

Insurance Women of Jackson

Rookie of the Year

Kylene Moak

Insurance Women of SW MS

Insurance Professional of the Year

Kimberly Shows, CIC, CISR, CPIW, DAE

Insurance Women of Jackson

AAMGA Award

Ann C. Tharp, CIC, ACSR, CISR, CPIW, DAE

Insurance Women of NE MS
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This is the time of year when we are all decorating the house for fall and then putting up all those Christmas decorations.  Each year hundreds of people are hurt or killed on ladders doing just these types of activities.  Following are some guidelines for keeping your holiday season happy and bright:

· All ladders should be equipped with non-skid safety feet and should be placed on a firm, level surface.

· Never set ladders on boxes or other objects to make the ladder reach higher areas.

· Lock or barricade any doors that may open toward ladders.

· Approximately 3 feet of a straight ladder should extend above the topmost spot to be reached.

· Only one person should be on a ladder at a time and should always face the ladder when going up or down.

· [image: image10.wmf]Never stand above the third rung from the top of a straight ladder or above the second highest step of a stepladder.

· Open stepladders fully and make sure that the spreader is locked securely.

· If you use a metal ladder, make sure that it, or you, doesn’t come into contact with electric wires or equipment.
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· Never carry large objects while ascending or descending a ladder.
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Please remember that the deadline for all Regional Awards except the Pinnacle Award is November 15th at 5:00 pm.  NAIW award entries and rules can be found on the NAIW website and in the Comprehensive Manual.  Please make sure that you are using the current form as many of the forms have been updated in the last two years.  If you would like to apply for either the T.J. Mims Award of Excellence or the Individual Education Achievement Award which are specific to Region III, please contact Jan Murray, Regional Awards Chairman at janmurr1@aol.com for the entry forms.  The deadline for these awards is also November 15th.  All award entry forms can be downloaded in Word format and then emailed back to Jan Murray.  The only award that does not have an application is the AAMGA Award whose recipient is chosen by the RVP and does not move up to the National level.

NAIW AWARDS

Insurance Professional of the Year

Claims Professional of the Year

Rookie of the Year

Pinnacle Award (deadline is in January)

REGION III AWARDS

T.J. Mims Award of Excellence

Individual Education Achievement Award

AAMGA Award

The National Alliance had put out its Call for Nominations for Outstanding CSR of the Year.  Does someone in your office deserve this award?  Go to the National Alliance’s website today at www.scic.com to download the form and nominate a deserving individual!



Sen. Lott Sics Homeland Security Dept.

on the Insurance Industry

Senator Lott is angry about the insurers’ “insensitivity and outright meanness” in rejecting many homeowners’ claims on the Gulf Coast following damage from Hurricane Katrina.  He said that he inserted a provision into a bill signed last week by President Bush directing the Department of Homeland Security to investigate potential fraud by the insurance industry.  Lott said he sought the investigation because he believed that the insurers shifted the cost of many claims to the federal flood insurance program that they should have paid themselves.

Lott also said that he told his staff to investigate the industry’s tax rates and was working on a bill that would challenge insurers’ exemption from antitrust laws.  Representatives of the insurance industry deny allegations of fraud and some suggest that Lott is improperly using his position in Congress.

Quote of the Week

“I don’t profess to be impartial.  I’ve had my own experience, but a lot of people have had similar experiences.  They have abused my people, my friends, the people I love.”

Sen. Trent Lott (R-Miss.) criticizing insurance

companies for rejecting Hurricane Katrinaclaims

Eye of the Storm Designed to Answer

“Was it Wind or Water?”

Entrepreneur, Steve Davis, has developed a video surveillance system called Eye of the Storm.  It is the black box for the hurricane.

It is designed to be very sturdy and flood proof, and has a seven-day capacity to run the camera and digital video recorder.  The device can double as a security camera and is powered by a 12-vold DC battery that is recharged by an electrical line from the house.  Each unit has a 30 GB hard drive capable of reading up to two months of video with the ability for continuous loop video storage.  The base unit costs about $4,000.

The device is made to go underwater if the storm surge goes over it and will still record as the storm surge recedes.  It also has wireless internet capacity, so you can monitor the house when you leave for the storm.  If there is damage or someone is looting, it will record that.  If it takes several days to get back to your house, it will record all of the events that take place from the start of the hurricane.

The camera, which has infrared for night vision, is encased in a round stainless-steel case that is imbedded into the ground with concrete looking similar to a fire hydrant, but designed to fit into a subdivision and not be an eyesore.

“If it is up to homeowners to prove how their house was damaged during a hurricane, then homeowners must have the ability to provide real video evidence of when the damage occurred and how it was caused,” Davis said.  That’s why Eye of the Storm was invented.”
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