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President Wofford asks that all members who have items for the April garage Sale please bring them to the February meeting so project chair
Dick Sellers can have an idea what to expect regarding what we’ll have for sale at our booth. Also, don’t forget to make reminder calls to the
members you selected last month. If you forgot who you were to call Pres. Wofford has the names. Call him at 631-2613. Regarding fishing
trips - it is up to those who signed up to organize, Milt has the list of trips and who expressed interest. The February meeting will be an
organizational one and we are going to have a really big feed so make plans to BE THERE!

GSMNP
News

Starting February 7 campers planning a trip
to Great Smoky Mountains National Park
and many other federally-managed recrea-
tion areas will be able to make their camp-
site reservations on-line at
www.Recreation.Gov and by phone toll-free
at 1-877-444-6777 up to six months before
their arrival.

Managers at the Smokies say that the new
National Recreation Reservation System
will offer many advantages to the public in
addition to allowing them to make their
reservations a month earlier than they
could under the previous reservation sys-
tem.

According to Assistant Superintendent
Kevin FitzGerald, “The feature most camp-
ers will probably like best is that they will
be able to select a specific campsite rather
than just choosing a date and having a site
assigned to them upon arrival. Up to 80%
of our visitors have been here before and

often have a favorite site or campground
loop that is “home” to them. The change
will also allow those who like to camp with
other friends or extended family groups to
book sites right next to each other if they
plan ahead and book early.”

Under the new system campsites become
available each day at 12:01 a.m. for arrival up
to six months later. Just after midnight on
February 7, for example, users will be able
to book sites for check-in for dates through
August 7, and on February 8 they will be
able to access arrival dates up through
August 8. Managers
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expect that, since on-line reservations can
be made around the clock, the most sought-
after sites on peak weekends will go to on-
line registrants and could be booked when

toll-free phone reservation lines open at
open at 10 a.m. each day.

In addition to offering reservations at indi-
vidual sites at the Park’s Cades Cove, Elk-
mont and Smokemont Campgrounds,
which operate under a reservation system
from May 15 through October 31 each year,
the Smokies also has group campsites and
picnic pavilions which can now be reserved
up to 12 months in advance.

“The Smokies has group campsites at seven
different campgrounds that accommodate
parties of 15 to 30 people, such as scout
troops or church groups. Our six picnic
pavilions are in high demand for things like
convention groups and family reunions.”
FitzGerald continued, “People planning
these larger group events often start work-
ing on them a full year in advance, so now
they’ll be able to nail down when and where
they’ll take place early so they can move on
to planning the other details of the gather-
ings.”

Park managers say that beyond the benefits
to campers at the Smokies, people will now
have much more information to help them
book campsites, tours and other facilities all
across the country.
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Chapter Contact Information

631-2613

Milt Wofford - President
e-mail: miltwofford@verizon.net

David McGuire - Vice President

e-mail: office@davidmcguire.com

Craig Green - Treasurer
e-mail: cngreen@bellsouth.net

Richard Echelman - Secretary

e-mail: richardalan1@verizon.net

Ernie Sipler - Director
e-mail: EMsipler@verizon.net

Dick Sellers - Director

e-mail:

Delos Monteith - Director - Past President
e-mail: delos@southwesterncc.edu

Willie Cope - Webmaster
e-mail: Smonthefly@aol.com

Craig Forrest - Newsletter Editor
e-mail: craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
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