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Tuckaseigee Chapter of Trout Unlimited meets the first Tuesday of every month, with the exception of
June, July and August, in the Community Room at the rear of the United Community Bank of Highway notiﬁcation Of
107 South in Sylva at 6:30 PM. A meal is provided by the Grub Committee at a cost of $5 per person.

Guest are invited to join us at no charge.
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House of Rep. Continuing
Resolution Spending Bill Would
Discontinue Cooperative
Watershed Conservation Efforts
Nationwide

Date: o02/19/2011

Bill attacks Clean Water Act, public land management,
watershed restoration and conservation funding.

Arlington, Va.—- Trout Unlimited (T'U) strongly opposes
HR 1, a bill to fund the federal government for the
remainder of the fiscal year, due to harmful legislative
riders that would block the Clean Water Act and other
protective rules for streams and enact sudden and steep
cuts in conservation programs.

The short-term spending bill, which was passed early this
morning, took aim at a suite of natural resource regulations
that help protect trout and salmon fisheries and their
watersheds from mine waste, uncontrolled off-road vehicle
use and other impacts. The bill also blocked the processes
in place to restore vital watersheds like the Klamath River
basin in Oregon and California and the Chesapeake Bay
watershed. Additionally; it eliminated grant programs for
fish and wildlife habitat restoration.

“The scope of the destruction wrought by this bill is
breathtaking, said Steve Moyer, TU’s Vice President for
Government Affairs “It rolls back the rules that protect
water quality, puts the brakes on collaborative restoration
programs in places like the Klamath River and de-funds
vital conservation programs. It reverses years of progress
and stifles habitat restoration programs just as we prepare
to enter the field season. For cooperative conservation
programs, it is truly an eviscerating bill,” said Moyer.

Continued on page 2
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The bill contains numerous harmful legislative riders,
including:

. Stopping the Army Corps of Engineers and EPA
from conducting a rulemaking to restore Clean
Wiater Act protection for some wetlands and
streams which were curtailed by two harmful and
confusing Supreme Court decisions, Rapanos
(2006) and SWANCC (2001).

*  Removing funding for the Klamath River Dam
Removal and Sedimentation Study, a necessary
step toward eventually removing four dams and
reopening 350 miles of salmon habitat.

. Removing the EPA’s authority under the Clean
Wiater Act to veto Army Corps authorized permits
for the disposal of dredge and fill material and to
designate as off limits certain areas for disposal of
dredge and fill material.

*  Preventing the use of federal funds to implement
certain Chesapeake Bay pollution reduction
programs, which help to restore coldwater habitat
in the headwater areas of the Chesapeake Bay
watershed.

. Blocking the U.S. Forest Service’s Travel
Management Plans, which were developed to
prevent uncontrolled off-road vehicle use from
damaging fish and wildlife habitat.

. De-funding the San Joaquin River Restoration
Settlement Act, a law enacted last year with strong
bipartisan support, which represents a broad
coalition of restoration partners.

. Discontinuing rulemaking processes designed to
protect streams from mountaintop removal
mining,

“Conservation is most effective when it is collaborative
and science-based,” said Moyer. “The riders in HR 1 put a
halt to the scientific processes being used by federal
agencies to develop effective protections for rivers and
streams, and stymie collaborative efforts in places like
California’s Klamath River basin and San Joaquin
watershed.”

The bill also cuts funding for vital conservation programs:

. Eliminates funding for the North American
Wetlands Conservation Fund, a highly successful,
landscape scale, partnership-driven effort;

. Cuts the Land and Water Conservation Fund,
which enables conservation of habitats through
purchase of fee title or easements from willing

sellers around the nation, by $393 million from FY
2010 levels. Potentially hundreds of acres of land
could fail to be conserved if this funding cut
became law;

*  Cuts the National Fish Habitat program, one of
the best landscape scale fisheries habitat
conservation programs in the federal government,

by 28%);
e Drastically cuts funding for Great Lakes

restoration;

. Eliminates funding for the State Fish and Wildlife

Grants program, a bedrock partnership between
state fish and wildlife agencies and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service;

. Cuts important Farm Bill conservation programs.
Permanently cuts the Wetland Reserve Program by
almost 50,000 acres and cuts the Environmental
Quality Assurance Program by more than $350
million from authorized levels.

“Hunters and angler conservationists are willing to
shoulder our share of the burden for reducing federal
discretionary spending, but a disproportionate burden
should not be saddled on programs of critical value to
sportsmen,” said Moyer. “We call on the U.S. Senate to
draft a new version of this bill that is worthy of support of
the sportsmen of the nation.”

The U.S. Senate will work on its version of the short-term
spending bill in the coming weeks.

Trout Unlimited is the nation's largest coldwater
conservation organization, with 140,000 members
dedicated to conserving, protecting, and restoring North
America's trout and salmon fisheries and their watersheds.
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Don’t forget that trout fishing in
Hatchery Supported Waters ends on
March 15!

N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
will begin stocking in March. Plans
call for the Delayed Harvest section of
the Tuckaseigee River to receive the
following in March:

* 3,920 brook trout
* 3,920 rainbow trout
* 1,960 brown trout

This section may be fished during
March under Delayed Harvest rules.
Also, anglers may continue to fish
Catch and Release and Wild Waters.

Remember that you can also fish in
the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park as well.

Be sure to check your waders and
tackle to make sure everything is in
order. You'll also need a valid license!

Did You Fish With A Vet Today?

There are over 3 million disabled veterans across this great land
of ours. Many of them would join you in our conservation
efforts, and those suffering through the traumas of war with
PTSD just might find some peace and solace on a trout stream.
With our new Veterans Service Program, TU chapters and
members across the nation are doing just that. Whether it’s
through an affiliation with Project Healing Waters or another
group, our members are embracing the program in record
numbers. To learn how you can participate in the VSP, contact
Alan Folger at 828-290-3730 or afolger@tu.org.
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Chapter Contact Information

Dickie Woodard - President
e-mail: dwoodard@wcproperties.com

Open - V. Pres.

e-mail:

Dick Sellers - Past President
e-mail: dick.sellers@frontier.com

Craig Green - Treasurer
e-mail: cngreen@bellsouth.net

Richard Echelman - Secretary
e-mail: richardalan1@frontier.com

Ernie Sipler - Director
e-mail: EMsipler@frontier.com

Delos Monteith - Director
e-mail: delos@southwesterncc.edu

Willie Cope - Webmaster
e-mail: Smonthefly@aol.com

Craig Forrest - Newsletter Editor

e-mail: craigforrest@sleepyhollowstudio.com
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