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DH Waters
Open

Delayed-Harvest Trout Waters Open on
Oct. 1

RALEIGH, N.C. (Sept. 21, 2006) — On Oct.
1, the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commis-
sion will implement annual delayed-
harvest regulations for 18 designated
trout waters in 14 counties of western
North Carolina.

Under delayed-harvest regulations, no
fish can be harvested or possessed from
these waters between Oct. 1, 2006 and one
half-hour after sunset on June 1, 2007. No
natural bait is allowed, and anglers can
fish only with single-hook, artificial lures.
At 6 a.m. on June 2, 2007, delayed-harvest
waters open to fishing under hatchery-
supported regulations, which means no

bait restrictions, no minimum length limit
and a seven-trout-per-day creel limit.
Hatchery-supported regulations remain
in force until Oct. 1 each year.

Delayed-harvest waters, posted with
black-and-white signs, create high-quality
fishing opportunities where anglers can
fish densely stocked trout streams on a
catch-and-release basis fall through

spring.

In October, November, March, April and
May, the Commission will stock delayed-
harvest waters with 225,000 catchable-

sized trout — 90,000 brook trout, 45,000
brown trout and 90,000 rainbow trout.

“Of the fish stocked, four percent will be
more than 14 inches in length to provide
an opportunity to catch larger fish, while
the majority will be 10 inches or larger,”
said Carl Kittel, the Commission’s fish
production coordinator. “As always, we
encourage anglers to enjoy catch-and-
release fishing and to respect the land-
owners and the land where they fish.”
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Editor’s Note:

October will see 9,800 trout stocked in the
Tuckaseigee DH water, 1,925 trout in the
West Fork of the Pigeon River DH water, and
3,300 trout in the Nantahala DH water.
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