Friday

Philippians 2:1-4
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interest, but also to the interest of others. 

Let’s take a moment and look in a mirror. Can we honestly say that we consider others better than ourselves? To figure out this answer think about what activities fill up your day. Are they for you, or for some one else? How do you treat your siblings or your parents? That will give you an honest answer. We are all guilty of being very if not totally self-centered. That’s apart of the humanness we are trying to die to, to rid ourselves of---through the power of Christ’s love.

 One reason God asks us to consider others better than ourselves is to teach us an important lesson about His love. See, God values each of us the same. We are no more loved than the prostitute on the corner, the drug-dealer, the “nerd” at our school. We all hold value and worth in the eyes of God. That’s why He created us: To love each one of us. To give each of us a chance in knowing his goodness. He longs for all of us to put our trust and hope in Him. 

Are we all His children? No. Children of God, obey His commands. But that doesn’t mean that He, our heavenly Father, doesn’t wish and desire that they were. 

There are many ways to be a witness for Christ and this is one of them. See, when we take a moment to be selfless and to something for someone else’s benefit we are being a witness for Christ. We are telling them they are worth something to God and that God desires to have a close and intimate relationship with them just as you have. The world gets a shock when you do something kind and selfless. And it may just be the way to opening a door for sharing the Good news of Jesus Christ with them.

Read and Reflect
Matthew 20:28—

…Just as the Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

1. How can you give your life for many as Christ did?

2. Give up one activity today/or this week and devote it to doing something for someone else. Be intentional.
