Monday

1 Samuel 20:17

“And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself.”

Think for a moment about who you would consider to be your 2 best friends. Now, think about why you consider them the best. I’m sure trust and honesty is at the top of your list. If trust and honesty did not make it to your list, think about why that is. Is it possible that you are not the most trustworthy friend? Are you an honest person?

Isn’t it so nice to have friends you can depend on--someone you can feel comfortable sharing a hard day with, without feeling judged, or even a joy without  being envied (to resent someone or the good things that happen to that person, because you wish it was you). 

I know trust is at the top of my list, because I have been betrayed before. I have had friends in the past that used my hurt to embarrass me or to share it with the whole school it seemed. After that experience I had a hard time trusting people, but God healed my wounds of betrayal and showed me how to look for friends I could trust. The one thing above all in looking for someone you can trust is to listen to the things they talk about. 

Do they tell you other peoples business? You know what I’m talking about --gossip. Are they always complaining about someone else or criticizing other people?

If so, then you better believe you’re bound to be talked about behind your back by that person. After my experience, I learned to guard my heart and to be careful with sharing personal things with a person who talks too much. It doesn’t mean I didn’t listen or reject them, but I responded with silence and chose to not join in the gossip. Besides, I wanted to be known as someone people could trust, and I do believe I now am. 

Hopefully you learn to become a trustworthy person sooner than later, because you may end up losing some close friends if you are not. 

Trust is definitely a sign of a good friendship, and as two people learn to trust each other- the more they open up and learn from one another. The cool thing about two friends who are Christians is that they trust in each other as they also trust in the Lord. A friendship in the Lord deepens and becomes a friendship you know you can count on and depend on. It is also a friendship that will endure the hardest moments in our weaknesses and our humanness. There is forgiveness, mercy and grace in a those two believing friends. As they are receiving love from their Savior, they are also able to give more love to each other. There is a hope in the Lord for one another even in the darkest moments. 

Read 1 Samuel 20:42

In this passage we see another reason why there was peace between David and Jonathan even in this very dark moment. They had sworn friendship in the name of the Lord. Because God was Lord over both of their lives they knew they could trust each other. Just as you and another friend may both be followers of Christ; you are both learning to reflect Christ. You are both striving to be more like Him. And doing so, your friendship will also reflect Christ and his desires for your lives. There is a closeness with a friend who also claims Christ as Lord over their life. Because they are more than a friend, they become a brother/sister in Christ. You are both apart of the same body and are united in his will and love. You are helping one another move in the same direction, our ultimate goal, which is to be like Christ. There is bond with two believers that can be transforming and bring you joy like no other. 

Read and Reflect

Proverbs 24:26

And honest word is like a kiss on the lips.

1. Can you depend on your friends to tell you the truth, even when the news isn’t good? Are you willing to confront a friend in love and truth if they are doing something that is hurtful, whether to you or to themselves--even if they may not want to hear it? 

2. Read Matthew 18:15-17--Why are we called to treat an unrepentant brother like a pagan? (Meaning a Christian who may have been ignorant but now is living in sin or choosing to sin, even after they have been confronted about the sin.)

3. Is it more serious for a Christian or a non-Christian to be unrepentant?

4. Read 1 John 3:9-10—it may be that the unrepentant brother is not a true believer, as they may claim to be. Their response to your confronting of their sin may prove otherwise. And that is why you treat them as a pagan, because anyone who is not a child of God would be considered a pagan (Hebrews 10:26). This means you continue to love them and pray for them to be won over to Christ to truly be saved. And it also means being more careful with what you do share with that person.

5. Read Matthew 5:23—Is there anyone you have recently betrayed and you need to ask forgiveness of? If so, ask God to help you and to also prepare that person in being able to forgive you.

