Monday

Proverbs 17:17
“A friend loves at all times.”
Maybe you have heard this proverb before, maybe not.  Is this a message you’re used to hearing at home, on the street, or on the television: Love at all times, meaning good and bad times? I know the message I usually hear is, love the one who’s got your back. You know what I mean? It’s a type of love we call conditional. Meaning, it requires you to do something, something deserving of receiving back what you gave. It’s a love that depends on something. It’s a love that says, “If you do this I’ll love you, but once you do this, I’ll stop loving you.” Fill in the blank with what you will, but we have all been guilty of this type of love. Why? Because this love is a human love. It’s natural and easy for us to love in this way. It makes sense to our human reasoning. If someone hurts you, you stop the hurt. You cut them off. Why should we love anyone who betrays us, who offends, or who shows us they are not to be trusted? Well, if you call yourself a Christian (one who follows the example of Christ), then simple put, we love despite how we are treated because that’s how Christ first loved us. “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans)  Or you could say,  While we were still hurting God, disobeying God, living in a way that God hated, He still chose to love us and gave us an opportunity to be friends with him. 
Now, don’t get confused between love and tolerance. The world tells us to accept everything and tolerate even that which you do not agree with because each person has a right to their own opinion. (We’ll talk more about the difference between God’s love and the world’s definition of love in tomorrow’s devotion). See, we as Christians live according to God’s opinion. And God’s opinion rules over our own human logic. His way is beyond our understanding. He knows what each of us needs, and he also knows what it takes in order for us truly live in harmony and peace with one another. Seriously, look at this world; do you really think we humans have figured out the way to harmony and peace: to true friendship?
We also live in a world full of humans with evil choices and a world that is tainted with sin. We can never fully rid ourselves of that reality in this world. But see, this is apart of the hope we look forward to. Christ is building another Kingdom, another reality, in and through us. And one day God will restore all things, meaning one day things will be as they were originally intended to be in the beginning. You know, “in the beginning”, before (we) or Adam and Eve decided to sin. When Adam and Eve chose to sin it changed everything- including our relationship with God and with others. So now we as Christians partake in this restoration. As we build God’s kingdom we are called to restore all things, including our friendships. And who is a better example of what is means to be a friend than the perfect friend, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Read and Reflect
Let’s look at His word and what examples he gives to us to follow Him in.
John 13:6-15 (insert)

There are couples different lessons to be learned in this passage, but the one I want you to focus on is in verse 14. Read it a second time.

1. What was the significance in washing each other’s feet?

2. When was the last time you “washed” one of your friend’s feet? 

3. Try to humble yourself this week and look for ways to serve your friends that you wouldn’t ordinarily do.

