Tuesday
2 Corinthians 6:14
“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?”

Yesterday we stated that there is a difference between Godly love and love according to the world (or Satan’s tainted version). What is this difference? Does loving someone mean you have to be friends with them? I know this is a difficult question and it’s not a black and white issue. To find the answer you must look at Scripture as a whole. Meaning you can’t just read one passage and make a quick conclusion. Look at (James 4:4) “…Don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred towards God. Anyone who chooses to become a friend to the world becomes an enemy of God.” What does this really mean? What was Jesus saying here in this verse? First we must understand what friendship means. According to the Webster’s dictionary friendship is: favoring or supporting someone with a respect and/or attachment. When Jesus used the word world he means anything that opposes God--any way of life, any thought or attitude. It is not talking about non-Christians as a people, but it is talking about the way of life for most non-Christians. To be a friend to the world would be to support and favor your unbelieving friend’s way of life. It would be to choose to live their way and not God’s way of living. 

So now, there are many ways that love and friendship reflect one another in action, but they are not one and the same. To be a good friend means to love them like Christ, this is true, but to love someone does not mean you have to befriend them. I guess you could say, love is unconditional, but friendship is not. There are times in ones life when you have to make a hard decision in choosing to keep certain friendships. Such as with alcoholics, the person who is struggling to overcome this addiction has to cut off those relationships that encourage his/her addiction and behavior. It is the same with Christians who are struggling to live a certain way that is contrary to the ways of the world. There are a couple verses in Proverbs that talk about being careful in whom we choose to attach ourselves to, because they have great influence over us. 

Proverbs 12:26-“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, for the way of the wicked leads them astray.”

Proverbs 13:20- “We should stay away from foolish people.”

1 Corinthians 15:33- “bad company corrupts good character.”

We should serve unbelievers and treat them as we would Christ, to be kind and not to quarrel with anyone (2 Timothy 2:24-26). We should be examples of what it is to be a true friend, but we also have to choose to be careful with how much we give, being wise and discerning in our relationships, knowing what we can share in our heart and what we should protect. Above all- our hope is that our good deeds to those around us will be a testimony of God’s love and show them the way of salvation (Matthew 5:16). Now I am not saying to go and cut off all relationships you may have with non-Christians. But you must be honest with yourself and ask the question: Is this friendship glorifying to God? Is my way of being a friend helping my non-Christian friends to know more about God, not just in preaching to them, but in the decisions you are making and they way you are treating them. If there are some friendships you know you need to take a break away from then ask God to give you the courage to do so and to be kind and gentle in separating from that friend. Do not condemn them for not living a certain way. You are not called to judge un-believers in the way you have been given permission to judge believers, because they do not have the understanding that we have been given (by grace) from God.  You simply tell that person you need a break from the relationship because there are some things you are trying to change in your life and you are too weak right now to be surrounding by those who are. It won’t be easy for either of you, but rely on God’s mercy to give you strength and remember to pray for that friend. God knows that friend needs to be comforted, ask Him to do it for you. 

Read and Reflect

James 2:23—“You are my friends if you do what I command.”

1. Why does Jesus say IF?

2. Is our friendship with God conditional, meaning does the friendship depend on something we do?

3. Does God’s love depend on something? 

4. Is there a difference between God loving you, and God calling you a friend? 

5. Are you a friend of God?

Remember God’s love is always there for us.  He is love. He desires the best for each of us. He longs for us to know him and to call us friends. But that friendship depends on us choosing to live His way.

