The Constitution Committee submitted its recommendations to council at the June 25th meeting. Council has approved the constitution as submitted. The congregation will have access to the constitution for review via the August Newsletter, requesting a copy form the church office, bulletin boards, and the church web page. All suggested changes must be submitted in writing by Monday, August 17th, or presented, in person to council at the July 16th meeting. The changes will be made by council at the August 20th meeting, and presented to the congregation for approval at a Congregational Meeting, Sunday, September 13th. 

A copy of our current Constitution will be posted on the bulletin board, or can be requested through the office.
Constitution of Highwater Congregational Church, United Church of Christ (HCC, UCC)

1213 Dutch Lane, Newark, OH 43055

ARTICLE I, NAME:

The name of this organization shall be Highwater Congregational Church, United Church of Christ (HCC, UCC)               
ARTICLE II, PURPOSE/MISSION:
Highwater Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, will be an active family of faith in North Central Licking County, dedicated to building awareness of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit through meaningful worship, diverse service, and genuine fellowship.
ARTICLE III, PRINCIPLES/POLITY:

1. Highwater Congregational Church is a local church within its denomination, The United Church of Christ (UCC).  We will sustain that relationship according to those portions of the UCC Constitution and By-Laws relating to local churches, current as of May 2009. 

2. Highwater Congregational Church shall be a member of the Central Southeast Ohio Association and the Ohio Conference of the United Church of Christ.    

3. Highwater Congregational Church shall have a Congregational-based polity with ultimate authority and responsibility vested in its members as led by the Holy Spirit.

4. Highwater Congregational Church recognizes the authority and inspiration of the Holy Bible and celebrates two sacraments: Baptism and The Lords Supper.  

ARTICLE IV, GOVERNANCE:
1. The governance of Highwater Congregational Church is vested in its 

     members, who exercise the right of control in all its affairs, which include       

     but are not limited to, the right to retain or adopt its own methods of 

     organization, worship and education; to retain or secure its own charter 

     and name; to adopt its own constitution and by-laws; to formulate its own 

     covenants of faith; to admit members in its own way and to provide for 

     their discipline or dismissal; to call or dismiss its own Pastor or Pastors by 

     such procedures as it shall determine; to acquire, own, manage and 

     dispose of property and funds’; and to control its own benevolence.   

2. The Church Council, comprised of the Sr. Pastor and the following elected positions: Ministry Chairs, Moderator(s), Treasurer, Secretary; is charged with carrying forward the business and programs of the church as approved at the Congregational Meeting within the budget approved by the Congregation. 

3. The Trustees Ministry shall have charge of all properties and other assets belonging to Highwater Congregational Church.  All acts and deliberations of the Trustees are subject to the will of the Congregation.  The Trustees shall have the care and maintenance of all property.  The Chair of the Trustees shall execute all legal papers pertaining to the church.  

4. Should the Highwater Congregational Church cease to exist, the Trustees Ministry shall dispose of all assets, donating at least 50% to entities within The United Church of Christ, and the balance to non-profit groups within Licking County. 

5. Such ownership and practices listed in Article IV shall be subject to the laws of the State of Ohio relating to corporations not for profit.   

.   

ARTICLE V, MEMBERSHIP:

1. Highwater Congregational Church welcomes into its membership any person who professes faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who proposes to live according to His Law, and who desires to actively participate in the life of this church and its denomination.  

2. Members shall be received on Confession, Re-affirmation of Faith, Confirmation or Baptism.  Members may be removed by request or for long-term non-participation in the life of the church.

3. Members shall pledge themselves to attend the regular worship of this Congregation and the observance of the Lord’s Supper; to live a Christian Life; to share in the life of the church; to contribute to its support and benevolence; and to seek the spiritual welfare of the membership and community.    

4. All members have the right of voice and vote in all meetings of the Congregation.  They may be elected to any church office and serve as delegates to meetings of the Association, Conference and General Synod.  

ARTICLE VI, MEETINGS:

1. Worship services and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper shall be held 

             at regular intervals as determined by the Congregation.    

2. An Annual Meeting of the Congregation shall be held.

3. Congregational Meetings may be called at any time by the Church Council, all such meetings must have 14 days notice by an announcement with an agenda for the meeting, from the pulpit, or the Sunday Bulletin, church bulletin boards and when possible in the newsletter, via e-mail, and the web page.  

        4.  A quorum shall consist of no less than 33% of the average Sunday 

             attendance at all worship services for the past 12 months.   
ARTICLE VII, PASTOR

The Pastor shall be called by the Congregation on recommendation of a Search Committee, appointed by Council.  In order to terminate this relationship, a minimum of two months notice shall be given by either side.   Duties of the Pastor shall be contained in a written Call Agreement prepared by the Pastoral Relations Committee, and approved by the Church Council and the Congregation.
ARTICLE VIII, RATIFICATION:

This Constitution shall become effective upon its ratification at Congregational Meeting called with 20 days notice and a quorum present at which 67% of the members in attendance approve.   

ARTICLE IX, AMENDMENTS:
This Constitution may be amended at a properly called Congregational Meeting called with 20 days notice and a quorum present at which 67% of the members in attendance approve such an amendment. 

ARTICLE IX, BY-LAWS:

Highwater Congregational Church shall have a set of By-Laws that more fully explain and govern this organization.  These By-Laws must be adopted and/or amended during a properly called Congregational Meeting with a quorum present at which more than 50% of those members in attendance so approve.  
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