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AAUW Minute

A new column to help members
learn (or remember) fast facts

about AAUW...in 60 seconds
or less.

What is LAF?

From the AAUW website, “the
AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund
(LAF) works to combat sex dis-
crimination in higher education
and the workplace.

LAF works to combat sex dis-
crimination through commu-
nity and campus outreach pro-
grams, a resource library and
online advocacy tools, a Legal
Referral Network, and various
research reports. In collabora-
tion with the Public Policy and
Government Relations depart-
ment, LAF seeks amicus curiae
opportunities in workplace sex
discrimination cases. LAF also
provides support to workplace
sex discrimination cases that
have the potential to make a
difference for all women.”

You can read about the lat-
est LAF cases by going to the
AAUW website and searching
for “LAF Express” (last updated
in September 09).

Daytime Book Club

Tuesday, Nov. 10,
9:00am

Outcasts United,
by Warren St.
John at Kelly
Valen’s Home.

President’s Corner
Reflections from Chris Buchert

Branch meetings, book sorting, and Middfest have kept
me busy over the last month. Our 2009-2010 program
year started off with a bang at the September Branch
Meeting. | didn't realize Indonesia is the fourth most
| populated country in the world. | enjoyed chatting with
new members, guests and old members. | also learned
a new acronym —BOB (read on in this edition of the newsletter to find out
more about BOB).

| am now working Tuesday mornings and miss finding new books to read at
book sorting. | did read a new book that | would like to recommend —The
Help by Kathryn Stockett. The story took place in the south during the six-
ties. It gave me a chance to do some reflecting about that period in history.

Working in the Sponsors Lounge at Middfest gave me an opportunity to
people watch and enjoy the entertainment in comfortable surroundings.
The new AAUW sign set up in the lounge looked fantastic and gave our
chapter some great visibility. We'll put the sign up in Towne Mall when we
don't need it at special events.

Counting Your Nickels and Dimes: Financial
Interest Study Group

The financial interest group met September 28. One of the topics of discus-
sion was the state of the economy. They discussed how the stock market bot-
tomed out in March and has actually rebounded about halfway. They took a
risk tolerance questionnaire to determine their personal ideas about invest-
ing. They also established discussion topics for the next few meetings.

You are welcome to attend the next interest group discussion. Upcoming
meetings — Tuesday, October 27 (Topic: Stocks) and Monday, November 30
(Topic: Annuities). Meetings are held at Chris Buchert's home unless other-
wise noted.

Joy Luck Book Club

Thursday, October 15, 2009, 7pm, at Betty Patterson's: The Guernsey Literary
and Potato Peel Society, by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows

ANIMAL,
VEGETABLE,

MIRACLE

Thursday, November 19, 2009, 7pm: Animal, Vegetable,
S Miracle: A Year of Food Life, by Barbara Kingsolver

“Why are we reading, if not in hope that the writer will magnify and dramatize our
days, will illuminate and inspire us with wisdom, courage, and the hope of mean-
ingfulness, and press upon our minds the deepest mysteries, so we may feel again
their majesty and power?” - Annie Dillard
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New Member Notes
Get to know the newest members of AAUW in their own words over the next
several months.

Name: Sharon Peake Williamson
Education: BA Economics from The College of William and Mary,
Williamsburg, Va. (1977)
MBA from State University of New York at Binghamton (1979)
Occupation:  Director, Corporate Communications for WorkflowOne,
a billion-dollar print management and promotional marketing
company hgd in Dayton
Family: Married to husband Tom for 2| years. He's a professor of industrial

design at the Columbus College of Art & Design. No kids.
Pets: No pets.

The last book | read was.... this changes every other day, as | am a voracious reader.
A recent one | enjoyed was Ship of Fools by Katherine Ann Porter. | mention this
because | would not have discovered this author if it hadn't been for the AAUW
Book Club!

On a lazy Saturday, you can find me... reading in my leafy backyard in summer or
by the fire in winter.

My favorite quote is...Henry Ford's: “Whether you think you can, or think you cant,
you're right”" Another favorite, due to my profession, is John Wanamaker's (inven-
tor of the department store): “Half the money | spend on advertising is wasted; the
trouble is, | don't know which half!”

If time and money were no object, | would like to...found my own opera com-
pany. (I have sung in the Dayton Opera chorus since 1982 and been part of more
than 40 professional opera productions, plus other musicals, plays, etc. In fact, | met
my husband doing community theatre in Middletown.)

| joined AAUW because....| love the Joy Luck Book Club. (Kudos to Ginny Palmer!)

AAUW - Good for the Mind and the Body

Several Branch members work out at a low-impact aerobics class. Class
meets Monday through Thursday from 8:30-9:30 a.m. at Breiel Blvd. Church
of God. The class is free and gives you a good workout. Chris, Betty E,
Dorothy and Anita have all been spotted there from time to time. Take a mat
and weights and join in the fun.

Help Wanted - Historian

Do you like to scrapbook?! Enjoy genealogy and keeping track of the past?
We are currently searching for a Historian for our Chapter who would like
to collect newspaper articles, etc. to put in a scrapbook. Our older scrap-
books also need work before they disintegrate. Call Chris if interested.

What AAUW is....

We are beginning a new column so
members can describe what AAUW
means to them.

By Anita Shew

| joined AAUW
because of its rep-
utation as an orga-
nization that not
only advocates better employ-
ment and educational opportuni-
ties for women and girls, but ac-
tually helps influence policies that
effect real change. | enjoy being in
a group of educated women who
care about the world around
them.

Long Johns for LAF

AAUWV has a great opportunity to
raise money for the Legal Advo-
cacy Fund, as well as for our local
branch. We have volunteered to
“man” the gate at Smith Park for
Light Up Middletown, December
18-24 from 5:45 pm to 10:00pm.
Four people are needed each eve-
ning to serve in two hour shifts
to pass out brochures, count the
people, and ask where each car
is coming from. (Spouses, family
members, and friends may help.)
Please call or email Betty Elworth
if you're willing to help us. Ve ap-
preciate anyone’s help and know
that most of us will be scrambling
to find those forgotten long johns.



Mission Contact Information

AAUW advances equity for women and girls

through GdVOCGC)/, education, and research. Association: AAUW Member Helpline: 800-821-4364

Website: http://www.aauw.org
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V I S I 0 n AAUW/Ohio: Administrative Office: 800-910-7075
AAUW will be a powerful advocate and vis- Website: http://www.aauwoh.org

ible leader in equity and education through
research, philanthropy and measurable change Middletown Branch:
in critical areas impacting the lives of women  President: Chris Buchert 424-5458
and gir/s_ Membership Vice President: Sharon Dowden 424-1363
Co-Program Vice Presidents:  Anita Shew 424-4734
Suzy Tadych 727-1420
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As a member of AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational
and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance
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