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   ELGIN — The engine to the John Deere green machine sat in pieces on a table next to the rest of the tractor donated to Elgin High School’s agriculture department Thursday morning. But if you ask FFA adviser and Ag Mechanics instructor Jerry Renshaw, that’s just the way he’d want it. 
   Representatives from the Oklahoma Farming Heritage Association drove down to Elgin Thursday to donate a 1944 John Deere “B” tractor. The donation of the dilapidated Deere is part of an ongoing program to donate tractors to schools and give ag departments a restoration project at the same time. 
   “They get to completely redo it,” said Gary Perry, vice president of the OFHA, and delegation that traveled to Elgin. “The ag department gets the community and individuals involved in finding the parts for it. The end product is they keep the tractor, sell it, show it in a parade, whatever they want.” 
   The tractors are donated to the tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) association by farmers statewide. It makes a tax deduction for the donor and a project for local agriculture students. So far, the OFHA has facilitated the donation of five tractors across the state. 
   “Most of them are from people who did not want to sell the tractors initially,” Perry said. “But when they find out about the project, they donate to it.” 
   Renshaw said his Agriculture Mechanics II and III classes will begin work on the tractor in the fall, with hopes of finishing it up by the end of the school year. He said his classes are already very active, having worked this year on restorations of a farm truck and trailer. But he says the tractor will be a special addition. 
   “I’m not going to say it’s rare (that a high school has its own tractor),” Renshaw said. “But they are very few.” 
   But if the OFHA has its way, the number of schools with such a project will continue to increase. In fact, after dropping off the tractor in Elgin, the crew went on to Loco where they received donations of two more tractors. 
   Anyone interesting in donating a tractor can contact Perry at (405) 206-4348. 
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At right, Alanna Stark, secretary of the Oklahoma Farmers Heritage Assocation, hands a copy of a letter of agreement to Elgin Agricultural Mechanics instructor Jerry Renshaw. The agreement means the OFHA gives ownership of this 1944 John Deere “B” tractor to the Elgin Agricultural Education Department to restore and use as they wish. 
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