Minutes of the Benton County Republican Women General Meeting of February 26, 2007

The meeting was called to order by President Maureen Russian at 11:55 a.m.  Chaplin Janet Paine gave the invocation and led us in the pledge to our flag.  President Maureen welcomed Stella Guenther, immediate past president and current District Director;  Donna Hansen, past president BCRW; Sharon Schmidt, OFRW Leadership Chairman; Robin Brown, who ran in the last election for the position of State Representative in the Sixteenth District;  Reese Hrizuk, Secretary of the OSU College Republicans; and John Bell, President of the Benton County GOP Central Committee.  Maureen also introduced our guests Phyllis Wright and Kay Hunnemuller.


Guest visitor, Kay Hunnemuller, spoke to us about the mailing of packages to our troops.  She has mailed several boxes to her son’s 109th Medical Division stationed in Iraq.  After the soldiers had opened the boxes, and enjoyed them, a major spoke up and said that since her son was going back to Corvallis, he wanted give him a special commemorative coin to give to his mother.  Then a major general arrive and asked about the boxes.  When the major told him about the packages, the general gave her son another special commemorative coin to bring to her.


Last week Kay sent out six packages to our soldiers in remote areas of Afghanistan.


Janet Paine won the free lunch drawing.


President Maureen introduced our guest speaker, Shirley Skidmore, who is the Communications Director for the Chalk Board Project. It was started four years ago with five of Oregon’s leading foundations, each of whom have always given significant amounts of money to education projects in the state. They are a unique, bi-partisan  organization because they are trying to reflect what Oregonians want in the research that the group has done.   It is unusual for foundations to pool their resources but they are hoping to have an influence on school policies from kindergarten through grade twelve.   They are a politically independent organization that did not begin their research with any preconceived ideas as to what the outcome would be.  Through various on-line polls and the visitation of four hundred cities in Oregon, they have discovered: 1. Solutions must involve Oregonians in general, not just registered voters.  2. Various solutions have been suggested in the past, but they have not worked because they do not have the public support behind them.  3. Chalk Board wants to build partnerships and coalitions within communities.  4. They are promoting solutions that are researched based.  5. They want to combine the things that they have seen work in other states with what the research indicates needs to be done and what the public will support. 


In the legislature both sides of the isles are a bit perplexed because Chalk Board’s  research does not give them easy answers.  The long term action plan is fairly broad, including everything from engaging parents more in their children’s education to improving children’s health. 



They received mixed messages from Oregonians: 1. Eighty percent of them wanted our schools to be the best but they saw need for improvement. 2. The majority of Oregonians wanted to maintain the current system and work within it.  3. They really revered teachers and indicated that while they feel that great teachers should be rewarded, the stronger sentiment was about removing bad teachers and that teachers should be held more accountable.  4. While Oregonians agreed that the schools need improvement, they did not want to implicate the schools in their own district as having major problems.  5. They objected to spending a lot of money to solve the problems statewide. 


 Ms. Skidmore added these points about the money issues.  1. Eighty-two percent agreed that there is a lack of stability in our school’s funding program and that it needs to be improved in order to get higher achievement.  2. There is a big split of opinion on whether the schools have enough money and how it should be spent to meet the goals.  3. Forty percent of  Oregonians believed that schools have all the money they need.  The schools just need to figure out better ways to spend money.  4. Fifty-nine percent of Oregonians would invest more money to raise achievement levels. 


The legislature needs to take some action in this next legislative session to prove to Oregonians that the tax funds present in the state school system, now are being utilized as efficiently as possible. 


The Chalk Board has come up with four areas which they will focus on in this next legislative session because the areas have public support and have been well researched.  The proposals were: 1.Ensuring educators excellence and accountability  2.Creating  early learning opportunities for our children   3. Increase efficiently and accountability of our school district’s financial operations.  4. The most critical factor in raising student achievement is securing highly qualified teachers which can make up for too many students in the classroom. 

(Oregon has the highest number of students per classroom in the nation.)


We are losing good quality classroom teachers. Oregon is at about the national average in the numbers of teachers the state loses each year. We also need a  way to test as to whether the professional development classes are filtering back into the classroom.


There is a law on the books that provides for a teacher’s to have a mentor but it has not been funded for a long time.  House Bills 2574 and 2614 provide mentors for every new teacher and every new principal and provides for their professional development for the first three years.  (Thirty-seven percent of teachers leave the profession after five years.) The bills will help develop career ladders for mentors and master teachers. The only way that a teacher can move up in the current system is to become a school principal, which does not encourage them to stay in the classroom 


The bill 2612 will address early education. It will change the size of classes in Kindergarten through Third Grade to fifteen kids per class; however, neither all day Kindergarten nor smaller high school classes are at the top of the list.  There will be an expansion of the ”Smart”  volunteer reading  program and the development of Certified Reading Tutors.  (If children do not learn to read by the Third Grade, the chances of a child not graduating from high school increase dramatically, and in California studies have shown that it predicts fairly accurately how many beds will be filled in their state prisons.)   Eventually we need to get the legislature to recognize the need to change the sizes of high school classes.   

Ms, Skidmore encouraged us to go to the internet web site---openbooksproject.org---to be informed on how the average school district spends money in five different categories. For example,  on central administration, the average is three percent of the budget.  Healthcare benefits are 20% above the national average.


Educational Services District House Bill 2613 will address how to save on: 1. Business office spending by having the districts share their “best financial practices” and listing them for other districts to examine and to pool their services.  Then there should be some form of audit about every six years, but it should be voluntary, not mandatory.  Educators agree with these ideas. 2. Restructure of the efficiency of bus transportation funding. (Oregon spends more than the national average busing children to and from school, even more than Washington State.) Chalk Board has made it clear in recent hearings that they are not trying to eliminate bus transportation.  3. By eliminating an old program of permanent early retirement of teachers.


Bill 2615 addresses school funding.  Oregon has one of the most unstable school funding budgets in the nation because of the reliance on state income taxes.  It would double the size of the state school’s stability fund by using a combination of sources, including the “corporate kicker.”  Chalk Board believes that instead of the state asking for a fixed amount of 6.3 billion for the schools,  it should average out what they need per student to provide the existing services and add the things that Chalk Board has recommended. This would be a spending guarantee--not a revenue guarantee.  There is a bipartisan legislative point team of statewide citizen’s co-ops made up of two representatives and two senators, with an equal number of Democrats and Republicans.  All four of them are the chief sponsors of the bills that chalk board has proposed.  Chalk board has brought on board one-hundred public leaders from communities   There is a bi-partisan team of lobbyists along with the mobilization of foundations in the community, the largest of which is The Oregon Community Foundation, to get the message out through newspapers and public venues.

Each bill has ten to twelve bi-partisan co-sponsors.
There are options to test long term priorities like the Charter Schools. 

Business Meeting


Minutes were posted in the newsletter. There were no corrections so the minutes were accepted as posted.


Evelyne Hendrix gave the Treasurer’s Report.  We have $9,664.25 including revenue from our Lincoln’s Day 
Dinner as of February 26, 2007.  The bank balance includes $1,005.00 for ORLI Scholarships. See attached 
report.  We have thirty-eight members.


President Maureen requested that we pay this year’s dues as soon as possible 


We thanked Stella  for all the time and effort that she gave for the Lincoln Day Dinner.


David Guenther made the podium and the steps that we used at the Corvallis Country Club.


Stella Guenther thanked those who helped with thank you notes to our sponsors and donors for the Lincoln Day 
Dinner


Legislative Reports Chairman, Juanita Lamley asked that we read and act upon her e-mails. 


Central Committee Meeting was on March 8, 2007.  Speakers were Pat and Erma Canan of the Pearl Project.  Todd C. Wurster talked about the proposed North American Union.


Dorchester Conference was March 2-4, 2007 at Seaside.

March 26, 2007 General Meeting we will have the NFRW Razzle Dazzle Road Team will teach our club to be successful in the Achievement Awards program.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.


Respectfully Submitted on March 9, 2007 by,


Shirley K. Douglass, Recording Secretary

