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General Meeting
Benton County Republican Women

Monday, February 26, 2007
11:30 a.m. 
New China Buffet
1720 NW 9th St., Corvallis, Oregon
(Cost is $8.00 which includes lunch, beverage, and gratuity)
Guests and spouses are welcome!
Our Guest Speaker is Shirley Skidmore, Communications Director for the “Chalkboard” Project.
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Calendar for Benton County Republicans
	Wed.
	Feb.
	21
	Support the Troops Rally, 4-5pm at 9th & Circle (If weather allows)

	Wed.
	Feb.
	21
	Deadline for UN Security Council Res. 1737, requiring Iran to recognize its obligations under the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty

	Mon.
	Feb.
	26
	BCRW General Meeting, 11:30am at China Buffet with guest speaker, Shirley Skidmore of the “Chalkboard” Project

	Wed.
	Feb.
	28
	Support the Troops Rally, 4-5pm at 9th & Circle (If weather allows)

	Fri.
	Mar.
	2
	State OFRW Spring Board Meeting in Seaside, 9am to 4pm.

	Fri.
	Mar.
	2
	Dorchester Conference Dinner, Seaside Convention Center

	Sat.
	Mar.
	3
	Dorchester Conference, Seaside Convention Center

	Sun.
	Mar.
	4
	Dorchester Conference, Seaside Convention Center

	Mon.
	Mar.
	5
	BCRW Board Meeting, 10am at Maureen’s

	Wed.
	Mar.
	7
	Support the Troops Rally, 4-5pm at 9th & Circle (If weather allows)

	Thur.
	Mar.
	8
	Central Committee Meeting, 7pm at Republican HQ with speakers, Pat and Irma Canan. Please note that this meeting date has been changed from March 1st to March 8th. 

	Sun.
	Mar.
	11
	Daylight Saving Time begins (2am)

	Wed.
	Mar.
	14
	Support the Troops Rally, 5-6pm at 9th & Circle (Time change)

	Wed.
	Mar.
	21
	Support the Troops Rally, 5-6pm at 9th & Circle (If weather allows)

	Mon.
	Mar.
	26
	BCRW General Meeting, 11:00am at China Buffet - Razzle Dazzle

	Wed.
	Mar.
	28
	Support the Troops Rally, 5-6pm at 9th & Circle (If weather allows)


Caring Corner
Judy Edwards’ pain from stress fractures is under control now.  Ken is home and his pneumonia continues to be treated with antibiotics.  Keep up those great thoughts and prayers!

Barbara Goetze is progressing through her series of chemotherapy treatments and continues to need the support of our prayers.  

Helen Ames enjoys having people visit so please drop in when you can!  Helen resides at The Regency Park Place at 2595 NE Jack London St. in Room B-27.

 

Elaine Terrel reported today that she had a very encouraging visit with Jean Worth.  Jean’s sense of humor was showing and Jean remarked that she was feeling on the up side.  Keep those prayers of thanks going, it is sure to bring continued healing.  God is Good. 
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February Birthday’s

Wishing you all a most wonderful birthday!
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Win a Free Lunch!

$1 for 1 Chance or $2 for 3 Chances
The January winner was Anita Crowe!
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Remember the Troops in Afghanistan and Iraq!
Let's help keep the troops supplied with comfort items from home! They can always use:

White Socks
Beef Jerky
Crystal Light (singles)
Lip Balm
AT&T Phone Cards
Cell Phones (w/attachments)

It’s easy to help! Just bring items to the Benton County Republican Women’s Meeting

or drop them off at Republican Headquarters, 980 NW Circle Blvd.

Support the Troops Rallies
Rallies have resumed between 4 – 5 p.m. on Wednesday’s until daylight saving time begins on March 11th.  The rally time then changes to 5 – 6 p.m. each Wednesday. 
Report on Lincoln Day Dinner

A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL

WHERE?

LINCOLN DAY DINNER CELEBRATION

It was a great night to be a Benton County Republican Women 

Let’s start with the results.  Evelyne was able to deposit in the bank $2,906.00 Monday, February 12th.  

A resounding “THANK YOU” goes out to each and everyone that participated in this event. Special mention needs to be given to PJ for the seemingly endless hours on her computer making our invitations, programs, table number signs, etc, etc., Janet Paine for the beautiful table decorations, Sharon Schmidt, Pam Lewis and Janet Paine for all of the Silent Auction Baskets and to each of you that brought items for the baskets and to those that donated to our Oral Auction.  Thank you Whitney and Roger Lindquist for offering your Black Butte home, Anita & Hugh Crowe for the lovely framed photos and Donna and Herb Hanson for the gorgeous White House Ornaments. 

If you listen hard you will still hear a resounding THANK YOU to our table sponsors.  Senator Morse and Juanita Lamley made it possible for the College Republicans to attend and some of our hardworking campaign volunteers.  Hugh & Anita Crowe, Derrick and Karen Luksch sponsored tables for friends and family.  Many, many thanks. 

I hope I haven’t left anyone out, please accept my apology if I have.

The evening started off with beautiful music being performed by the Shroeder Quartet.  Their performance was outstanding. The quartet consisted of Bryce Caster 1st violin, Vathani Loganbrin 2nd violin, Kelley Tanner, violist and Cris Roorrer Cellist.  They are students from Corvallis and Crescent Valley High Schools. The quartet played during the social hour before dinner.  

We have received nothing but compliments for the Chef and his team for the very tasty hors’ d’oeuvres, dinner buffet, and desserts, The entire Corvallis Country Club staff went out of their way to see that our evening was delightful.  

Ron and Lynne Saxton delighted the guests with their messages that came from their hearts.  Ron and Lynne both expressed their appreciation for the efforts made by our Benton County Republicans during the campaign.  Ron spoke of an important link to success that has nearly broken, COMMON SENSE.  How true. 

Representative, Brian Boquist relayed his appreciation for the many hours of productive time that the Benton County Republicans put into the “78 Hour, Get Out the Vote” Campaign during the election.  He stated that the calls that were made for districts outside of our boundaries were the turning point for some Republican races.  He spoke very highly of our efforts.  

So, what better closing statement could there be than…..THANK YOU one and all!!!!!
Stella, Chairman 
Ps  I have a request, we need your input.  We need to know of anything that you noticed that could be improved.  Please e-mail me your suggestions.  We always like to hear about all that was marvelous.  Regarding the dinner, Sarah, Events Organizer, wants our input regarding meal, servers, etc.  They really tried very hard to correct issues that we told them about from last year's event and we can help them to be a top-notch place to hold events for others as well.  The banquet team at the country club are all new staff, so let's give them a helping hand.  Honest negativity is always helpful, if the boss doesn't know what happens, they can't correct any wrong doing. So give us a hand at this, please.  Also want input regarding silent and oral auctions.  There is never a faulty suggestion; this is every members event and we want it to improve each year, so, come on, let's hear it.  
Again, THANK YOU. 
 

Love ya all, Stella
  

Pps:  I want to share today's little quote from my mother-in-laws collection of daily quotes. Quote for Feb. 12, here goes:  "Growing old is no more than a bad habit, which a busy person has no time to form".  Isn't nice to know that we are a part of the busy people?


Request for volunteers to hand-write ‘thank you’ notes

There are many thank you notes to go out to the wonderful folks who contributed toward the success of the 2007 Lincoln Day Dinner.  Stella will have note cards prepared and ready for a ‘hand-written personal touch’, so please volunteer at the meeting on the 26th to help with this.  Will YOU write out 5 cards?

Note from Ron Saxton

Thank you all for a great evening, fun gift basket and especially all your friendship and support.  Lynne and I are grateful for your warm reception and continued commitment to making Oregon all is should be.  You are great friends and we look forward to seeing you again.  –Ron

Humor
Several men are in the locker room of a golf club. A cell phone on a bench rings and a man engages the hands free speaker function and begins to talk. Everyone else in the room stops to listen.

MAN: "Hello"

WOMAN: "Honey, it's me. Are you at the club?"

MAN: "Yes"

WOMAN: "I am at the mall now and found this beautiful leather coat. It's only $1,000. Is it OK if I buy it?"

MAN: "Sure, go ahead if you like it that much."

WOMAN: "I also stopped by the Mercedes dealership and saw the new models. I saw one I really liked."

MAN: "How much?"

WOMAN: "$90,000"
MAN: "OK, but for that price I want it with all the options."

WOMAN: "Great! Oh, and one more thing...the house I wanted last year is back on the market. They're asking $950,000"

MAN: "Well, then go ahead and give them an offer of $900,000. They will probably take it. If not, we can go the extra 50 thousand if it's really a pretty good price."

WOMAN: "OK. I'll see you later! I love you so much!"

MAN: "Bye! I love you, too."

The man hangs up. The other men in the locker room are staring at him in astonishment, mouths agape.

He turns and asks: "Anyone know who this phone belongs to?"


What happened to Common Sense?
Remarkable Obituary

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Mr. Common Sense.   Mr. Sense had been with us for many years.  No one knows for sure how old he was since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape.

He will be remembered as having cultivated such value lessons as knowing when to come in out of the rain, why the early bird gets the worm and that life isn't always fair.  Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you earn) and reliable Parenting strategies (adults, not kids, are in charge).

His health began to rapidly deteriorate when well intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in place.  Reports of a six-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition.
Mr. Sense declined even further when schools were required to get parental consent to administer aspirin to a student; but, could not inform the parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion.

Finally, Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten Commandments became contraband; churches became businesses; and criminals received better treatment than their victims.

Common Sense finally gave up the ghost after a woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot, she spilled a bit in her lap, and was awarded a huge financial settlement.

 Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust, his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason.

 He is survived by two stepbrothers; My Rights and Ima Whiner.  Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone. 

If you still remember him, pass this on; if not, join the majority and do nothing.

News the MSM doesn’t want you to see...
The Middle East's forgotten democracy
Commentary at WorldNetDaily.com
By Sen. Jason A. Atkinson
February 15, 2007
Sometimes in a highly charged political atmosphere the obvious gets overlooked, even something truly important that history will later reflect on with absolute clarity. Despite the endless bad news we've heard from central Iraq, there's a quiet revolution going on to the north. Thanks to years of military protection, the Kurds have succeeded in creating the one thing President Bush seeks in the Arab world: a beachhead of democracy. Don't expect to hear about this in the media, but the Kurdistan Regional Government is a genuine U.S. success in the war on terror – if we can keep it. 

Like most Americans, my first exposure to the Kurds of northern Iraq was the video images of whole families lying dead in the street as a result of Saddam Hussein's genocidal attacks. I also recall TV footage a few years later showing thousands of Kurds fleeing into the mountains to escape Saddam's gunships after the first Gulf War. But as soon as the no-fly zone went into effect, and the Kurds were relatively safe from Saddam, most Americans turned their attention to the "highly charged" 1992 Clinton-Bush campaign. The Kurds may have left our radar screen here in the states, but they continued to quietly build their democratic dream. 

However, now 15 years later and despite huge advances since 2003, that dream may be in trouble – the Kurds are again being forgotten. Thanks to the media's obsession with Baghdad violence (and any other American "failures"), we are only getting half the Iraq War story – and not the northern half where the news is not just good. It's revolutionary. 

Recently, I traveled to northern Iraq to take a look for myself at this quiet revolution. I wasn't there as a tourist but more as a genuine witness to a special moment, one that our mainstream media will never tell you about – at least not with any passion or persistence. I was part of a group that included Gold Star parents, fathers and mothers who lost their children in battle for the sake of a new Iraq. They came there to meet the people their sons had died to liberate, people who had thankfully survived Saddam Hussein's dictatorship, an era of cruelty we Americans can hardly imagine. 

Most of us heard about Saddam's 1989 gassing of the Kurds (over 12,000 human beings were murdered in one day). We've seen those gruesome pictures of dead bodies lying frozen in the place where they choked to death, often mothers with their children by their side. But Saddam's plan to destroy the Iraqi Kurds was, shall we say, more "comprehensive." It was all part of what he and his political thugs called the "Anfal" campaign, a systematic effort to demoralize and dominate a whole society. And they were good at it, as I found out traveling to the city of Sulaymaniyah, not far from the Iranian border. 

From the outside, the "Red House," as the Kurds call it, didn't look like much – a simple three-story building, nondescript in all ways except its dark red concrete. But this evil place was a typical example of the Baath Party's systematic torture and murder of innocent Kurds, all part of Saddam's reign of terror. 

The Kurds have now set up the Red House as a kind of tyranny museum, a house of horrors full of rooms that use life-sized, plaster statues to graphically demonstrate the true nature of totalitarianism. It's a serious and good lesson. 

Our guide led the Gold Star parents into a wood-lined room where a figure of a man with his hands bound behind his back is hung by his wrists from a pipe high above the floor. The suspended statue graphically demonstrated how a man's body weight can slowly pull his arms from their shoulder sockets. We also learned how Baath soldiers would at the same time connect electrodes to the most sensitive parts of the man's body – but their goal was more than causing intense pain. In the adjacent room, the prisoner's parents were forced to sit and listen to the screams of their son, stripped of all his human and masculine dignity, hanging like raw meat and electrocuted simply for being a Kurd. 

This kind of cruelty ruled the day in Saddam's Iraq. No wonder people rejoiced at his execution. The dictator is dead, yet the stories of his cruel regime live on as a warning. The Anfal campaign sought to destroy a race of people – to crush their spirit, often in the most devious ways. 

According to centuries of custom, a widowed Kurdish woman could not remarry without visually verifying her husband's remains. By killing the men and burying them in anonymous mass graves, the dictator destroyed the lives of thousands upon thousands of Kurdish women who were left without knowing the fate of their men, left with no hope of rebuilding their lives, left with no future. This was one terrible and unreported effect of Saddam's genocide. 

As we walked from room to room in the Red House, I admit it was hard for me to believe my eyes. It's all so far from our American experience – and from what we hear in the media these days. But our group had an eyewitness along to keep us from turning away in disbelief. 

"Yes, yes," our guide said in a hushed voice, staring at the floor. "They did this to me." Kowa Krooz survived the hell of the Red House for seven months and 13 days. "It's important you see your sons did not die in vain," he told the Gold Star parents. "They saved people like me. I thank God for America." 

Strange to hear those words in person from an Iraqi, the people who are supposed to hate our presence – "Thank God for America." It's not something we're used to hearing on the evening news, but I wish we Americans could know how often those words are said by passionately grateful Kurds. 

And there's much more we need to know – especially our political leaders in Washington. 

Of the four key things Congress should consider before abandoning this potentially great ally, the first must be the Kurds' genuine and prolonged suffering, not only at the hands of Saddam but also for generations before, starting most vividly at the end of World War I when the Kurdish people were promised a homeland only to see their ethnic lands divided in four parts, allotted to four different nations: Turkey, Syria, Iran and Iraq. 

Although it's hard for us to imagine Kurdish hardships of the past (or the true joys of their newfound freedom), we must try to understand and fully appreciate this current historic moment – for their sake, and also for our own. The Iraqi Kurds are too good an ally to lose. Ask yourself how Iran and Syria with their own Kurdish populations are now reacting to the example of a free Kurdistan region – right next door. 

Having been there and seen the Kurdish miracle for myself, it is hard for me to imagine that we could miss such a geopolitical and humanitarian opportunity due to mere partisan congressional politics – and lack of American media interest. How could we not know the wonderful good our own soldier's have accomplished with their blood, sweat and tears? After all, a tyrant is dead and a nation is free, and that's just the beginning of the good that could come. This isn't just about American generosity. There is a spectacular strategic benefit from our efforts in Iraq, and that brings me to the second thing we need to know. 
The Kurdish region of northern Iraq has itself become a true beachhead of democracy in the Arab world. The Bush administration should be pointing to the Kurdistan Regional Government as the Iraq war's surest triumph. The troubles to the south are not the only story: Americans need to know that a strong and flourishing democracy in northern Iraq not only gives terrorists one less place to organize, it gives America a genuine alliance with a people who are passionate about freedom and positive about the West, a shining hope to a freedom-starved Middle East. Everywhere I went the tri-color Iraqi Kurdistan flag flew proudly with its bold sun symbol right in the middle. I couldn't help but think how appropriate that sun symbol is. After years of darkness, liberty has taken hold in the hearts of the Kurds, and their peaceful Kurdish democracy has become a singular beacon in the war on terror, despite the murderous strife going on in Baghdad. 

This foothold of freedom did not happen overnight but by dint of hard work and sacrifice. Once the Kurds were given the opportunity – starting with the no-fly zone in 1991 – they chose democracy and never looked back. They worked to build a stable government, protecting human and religious differences in much the same way Americans did after the Declaration of Independence, and based on essentially the same moral and social contracts found in the U.S. Constitution. They created their own police force, their own judiciary, their own parliament and executives. Who could forget those purple fingers waving defiantly above those happy, smiling faces as the first free election in Kurdistan, Iraq, chose a regional president and prime minister! 

Freedom is working, but you'd never know it to watch the American media. Why? Because Kurdistan is also safe! No terrorism to report. To date, no coalition solider has died or even been wounded in the northern territory controlled by the Kurdistan Regional Government. 

So the media looked elsewhere for their bloody images of chaos and despair, allowing blunt mass murder to become a viable political tool for the terrorists. Are you shocked to hear this? Don't be. Remember the media's penchant for violence. Sadly, they are not about reporting "good news," or for that matter anything that sounds like President Bush made the right decision to rid the world of Saddam Hussein. The liberal left is not kidding when they say Iraq is "worse off" in the absence of totalitarian control. They really think that. Needless to say, no one asked the Kurds. 

The third thing to remember is our historic obligation. Consider the following: In the late 1970s the United States "supported" Kurdish autonomy in northern Iraq as a diplomatic means to pressure Saddam Hussein in his negotiations with Iran. Once settlement was reached, we abandoned the Kurds and Saddam's era of maniacal torture began. During the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s, the Western world barely noticed when Saddam launched his deadly Anfal campaign. 

Later in the 1990s, the United States encouraged the Kurds to rise up after the Gulf War and help overthrow Saddam. The Kurds took us at our word, but when Saddam attacked them viciously, America was nowhere to be found. Saddam's killing continued, forcing the Kurds to again leave their homeland and flee to the mountains. Hundreds died daily from starvation and overexposure, women, children and elderly. It was not until then-Secretary of State James Baker visited the Kurdish region, and the U.S. Congress stood their ground, did the no-fly zone get created. Congress must stand its ground once again today. 

However, thanks to the 2006 election, which gave liberal Democrats congressional control, the Kurds again face a defining moment. Will they be remembered – or will they be forgotten? Sadly, despite the example they are setting as a democracy in the Middle East, despite their religious tolerance and despite their real loyalty in the war on terror, the Kurdish people are once again in danger. The Kurdistan Regional Government is understandably apprehensive as it watches the leftward drift within the new Congress and among Democrat presidential candidates. Will America remain loyal to its own vision of Iraqi freedom, or will we once again turn our attention away and abandon an innocent people? 

Lastly, we must not forget our troops, either. Americans must know our solders did not die in vain, and especially that their lives were not "wasted" as Democrat presidential candidate Barack Obama recently claimed (and later had to retract). Our military needs to know that we are genuinely with them. After all, they are the best America has to offer. And their sacrifice freed a unique and deserving people. We must not let that sacrifice falter in its purpose. 

This truth became very real to me as I toured the Kurdistan region of Iraq, watching the faces of those Gold Star parents. The greatest disservice we do to these parents is to give up before the job is done and thus discount the ultimate price their children paid. Those lives must remain precious to us. Those faces must never be forgotten. 

My transforming moment – my real connection to these larger truths of the war – came early in the trip when we met a Kurdish woman, still wearing the mourning color of black, who walked out to greet us holding a framed picture of her missing husband and three sons who were all taken "somewhere" and killed during the Saddam era. In sympathy, one of the American Gold Star mothers held out a picture of her soldier son who died not long before. The Kurdish woman, raising her hand to God with the picture of the young U.S. soldier in her palm began to cry – saying over and over in Kurdish, "Your son is my son." 

I hope and pray that the reverse is also true, that their sons are our sons – and that America cares enough to remain faithful until Iraq is strong and fully united against terrorism, and until the enemies of freedom in the Middle East are finally and thoroughly defeated. 

Let the Muslim world continue to witness this "shining hope" of freedom in the Middle East – a democracy that works, an economy that thrives and a nation that could one day stand as a historic example of how Islam did ultimately and finally reject "killing the innocent" as a method of war. 

I know most of the Gold Star parents want nothing less. After all, that's what their children – our children – were fighting for. We can repay that sacrifice only one way: Victory. 

Recently a candidate for governor in Oregon, State Sen. Jason Atkinson was elected to the Oregon Legislature in 1998 as a Republican, soon rising to be majority whip. He is a management consultant, motivational speaker and the author of "What We All Wish Politicians Understood."


Where politics is fun!
“The 2007 conference will give Oregon Republicans a chance to gather together just months after the recent election to reflect, discuss and unite.  The Dorchester Board believes that now, more than ever, Oregon Republicans need to come together – across various philosophies and ideologies to debate, dialogue and HAVE FUN!”

March 2 – 4 (Friday through Sunday)

Seaside Convention Center, Seaside, Oregon

Please call Stella Guenther at (541) 929-5382 for more information.


About our February 26th Meeting
Education is one of BCRW's most important concerns so you don't want to miss Shirley Skidmore's presentation on the “Chalkboard” Project.  As Communications Director, Shirley will bring us up to date on "Chalkboard".
About our March 26th Meeting
“Razzle Dazzle Road Show” (RDRS) - Presenters trained by NFRW will share information up close and personally to create enthusiasm among members and to encourage full participation in the activities to make our club a successful part of the Federation.
Female courage unveiled

By Suzanne Fields
Feb. 19, 2007

Jewish World Review
A generation ago, Betty Friedan wrote "The Feminine Mystique" to expose the misery of American housewives living in what she scorned as a "comfortable concentration camp." Gloria Steinem put on a bunny suit with a fluffy cottontail to dramatize the way the male customers regarded the bunnies at the Playboy Clubs. 


Together they enlisted millions of followers and ushered in a feminist revolution on behalf of the most privileged women in the world. 

Ayaan Hirsi Ali is trying to spark another revolution, one that reveals Western women of that earlier revolution as engaging in child's play. In her memoir, "Infidel," Ms. Hirsi Ali targets the tortured legacy of Islam, the way in which a literal interpretation of the Koran makes it difficult for women in many Muslim cultures to thrive, or even survive. 


Her odyssey takes her from Somalia in her younger years to Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia and Kenya, always seeking a larger vision for her life. She endured painful female circumcision at the age of 5. As a teenager, she took pride and pleasure in wearing the hijab that covers the entire body in black, declaring her faith to all. Her intellectual odyssey finally takes her to Holland, where she studied writers of the Enlightenment and began to understand and appreciate democracy and the freedom to think for herself. She began to question her faith. 


The world first heard of Ayaan Hirsi Ali when filmmaker Theo van Gogh was murdered on the streets of Amsterdam by a Moroccan-born Dutch Islamist who pinned a note to van Gogh's body with a dagger. Ms. Hirsi Ali had worked with van Gogh on a documentary titled "Submission," describing how Muslim women are often forced into arranged marriage and beaten if they disobey what the men understand as the teachings of Mohammed. 


In Holland, she worked as a Somali translator and listened to many accounts of Muslim women who had been beaten, bloodied and raped by the men in their lives. She became an aggressive advocate. She pushed the Dutch government to keep records of "honor killings," and the findings of a pilot project initiated by the Dutch parliament astonished the public. In only eight months in just two small regions of the country, 11 Muslim girls were killed by their families for bringing "dishonor" to the family. (Such offenses range from going out with a non-Muslim, running away from an arranged marriage, or wearing lipstick and modern dress.) 


As a Liberal Party member of parliament, she urged the Dutch to quit tolerating the oppression of Muslim women in the name of multiculturalism. This was a hard sell. She urged Muslims who lived where they could enjoy free speech to start a debate to expose inequities inherent in Islam. This was a harder sell. She urged Muslim women to understand that their suffering was not ordained even though they found interpretations in the Koran that sustained it. This was the hardest sell of all. 


"People who are conditioned to meekness, almost to the point where they have no minds of their own, sadly have no ability to organize, or will to express their opinion," she writes. She understands their meekness and fear; she travels with bodyguards. 


Her friends and colleagues told her that Islam had nothing to do with September 11. She disagreed, and argued that September 11 had everything to do with Islam as the radicals teach it. Islamist violence, she says, has nothing to do with poverty, colonialism or Israel. Mohammed Atta, the leading hijacker, was exactly her age, and she knew many men like him. She understood that these terrorists acted as if on behalf of Allah, counting on their brutal violence as validating "a one-way ticket to heaven." 


She accuses "stupid analysts," especially those who call themselves "Arabists," as spinners of fairy tales, who know nothing about the reality of the Islamists but blindly defend Islam as "a religion of peace and tolerance." Those who look for reasons everywhere but in the Koran to explain Osama bin Laden and his followers are like those who would analyze Lenin and Stalin without reading the works of Karl Marx. 


Ayaan Hirsi Ali lives somewhere in Washington, and works to expand her forum at the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank. Each chapter in her book "Infidel" reads like a perverse version of "Tales of the Arabian Nights." Muslims, she insists, can transform their religion into one of peace, but they have a long way to go. Well-meaning friends in the West can help by appreciating the difference between fancy and fact, between myth and reality. 

Jewish World Review: http://www.JewishWorldReview.com

This Article: http://www.jewishworldreview.com/cols/fields021907.php3
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