BCRW General Meeting of February 25, 2008


The meeting was called to order by President Louise Copes at 11:30 a.m.  Officers present were:

Treasurer, Nancy Davis; Recording Secretary, Shirley Douglass; Assistant Recording Secretary, Whitney Lindquist, and Chaplain, Sue Minton.  President Copes recognized past presidents, Sharon Heacock, Maureen Russian, Donna Hansen, and Stella Guenther.  She also recognized Benton County, Republican Committee President, John Bell and State OFR College Student, and President, Reece Hrizuk.  Guests present were: Nola Campbell, Sharon Flath, Lane Heathcoate, Bonnie Noble, and Linda Banks. 


Chaplain, Sue Minton asked the blessing and led us in the Pledge of Allegiance to Our Flag.


The minutes of our last meeting were posted on our web site.  President Louise called for any corrections or additions.  There being none, the minutes stand as posted. 


Treasurer, Nancy Davis gave her report.  We have a balance of $7,899.65 as of February 25, 2008.  We have (Thirty-four paid members and eight associate members.)  The balance includes the receipts from the Lincoln Day Dinner and auction, as well as $1005.00 dedicated to the ORLI scholarships.  There being no questions or additions the report will be filed for adult.


First Vice President Jane Buck has arranged for speakers.  The March 24 meeting will be Representative, Linda Flores and on April 28, will be LBCC Professor and Professional Spanish Translator, Lucy Robelo.


Jason Atkinson was to be the speaker but he was unable to come due to a family problem.  He will speak at the Central Committee meeting on March 6, 2008. 


Former Past President Maureen Russian introduced our first speaker.


Joyce Wagoner is President of the OFRW.  She recognized two of our own members that are chairmen of two of our state board programs, Stella Guenther is chairman of OFRW 100 % Club Essay Contest which gives scholarships to young women who are seniors in high school and Juanita Lamley, who is the Chairman of Leadership in the OFRW.  Joyce emphasized that we ladies, as a very active and prominent part of The Republican Party in this state, really need to back our candidates.  She reiterated that we are the backbone of the GOP when it comes to mailing out information, recruiting volunteers, and making telephone calls.  She invited us to the Annual Dorchester Conference, which is for all Republicans, to be held at Seaside on February 29 and March 1, and 2, 2008.  There will be wonderful workshops on the weekend.  We were invited to the board meeting on Friday evening.  President Wagoner gave us her telephone number 1-503-371-8410 and her E-mail: joywag@comcast.net  because she wants us to feel free to call her if we have any questions.  If she cannot answer our questions she will find the answers.


Maureen Russian also introduced our second guest speaker, Vi MacDonald who is our new District 4 Director.  She was the State ORFW Chaplain. Her goal for all of the clubs in her district is to raise their achievement awards by one level.  


We gained the Gold Achievement Award last year and she feels that we can attain the Diamond Award this year.


Stella Guenther introduced special guests Pat and Erma Canan who gave us an update on their volunteer work with the Mike Huckabee campaign in the Midwest and the South.  We hope that they will write it all down in story form so that it can be sent out in our newsletter.  They left with one-way tickets to New Hampshire and they were gone for five weeks. The state has only one election office and that is in Manchester which is where they worked.  They were interviewed by all of the news media including the international media.  Then they were sent to Florida and Arkansas.  In Florida Erma was the state wide volunteer coordinator.  It was a much more active campaign. They spent only a day and a half in Arkansas. An interesting high light was the story about when Mr. Huckabee was elected governor.  The legislature was 91 % Democrats. The Democrats were not happy that he was going to be in the state capitol so someone nailed the door shut to his office, from the inside.   


They were interviewed by the television program “Religion and Ethics” which will air their interview this Fall.  They developed a genuine respect for Mr. Huckabee because he is an authentic person.  The reason that he stayed in the race for so long is that the Republican Party established the rule that it takes 1,191 delegates to become our party’s nominee. The question was asked if by staying in the race did he hurt John McCain?  They answered that he kept Senator McCain in the news.

Reports of Standing Committees and Special Committees


Reece Hrizuk, State OFR College Students, reported that they plan to train one-hundred to two hundred students  phone bank calls and we are welcome to help with their project.


Chairman of the Mayme Eisenhower Book Club, Sharon Heacock reported that she had received a thank you card from librarian Carolyn Rawles-Heiser regarding our donation of books to the public library and the invitation to our annual Christmas Potluck meal.  Sharon asked that when we read books that will inform adults or children about our political process or U.S. History, please tell her and she will peruse them. 


Public Relations Chairman, Stella Guenther, reported that there will be a new Boy Scout Headquarters built in Philomath.

Stella also reported on the Lincoln Day Dinner. Everyone had a wonderful time but we needed more people to bring their friend and those who sponsor tables.  We did not do as well on the auction and the gift baskets. The speaker Dennis Richardson, was excellent.  He is building an Oregon War Memorial for the veterans from this state that died fighting in any of the wars. He still had a sizeable amount of cash needed to finish it.  A generous individual wrote a check to cover what remained after we auctioned off a basket for $500.00 and Senator Frank Morris matched the sale.



 Juanita Lamley brought the quilt that will be raffled as a fund raiser.  Tickets are available for sale now and the raffle will be held at the GOP July 4 Breakfast at headquarters.  It is beautiful pattern called “Friendship Chain” in red, white, and blue.  Everyone should have a few tickets to sell to friends and family.  Call Maureen Russian for tickets at 752-8244.
Old Business


President Copes reminded us that we must organize to do voter registration.  One good site is the Farmer’s Markets, but they do not open until mid April.  She has a list of other sites so please call her @ 754-7206.  If we want our candidate to win, we have to work hard!  The College Republicans will also be involved with this too.


There is a real need to staff the GOP Headquarters.  Just that morning a lady came on her lunch hour to register to vote.  A sign up sheet was passed around.  Please call and leave a message at headquarters if you can spare two to four hours once a week or even once a month. Thanks in advance! 


A discussion ensued regarding the continuation of potluck meals at the GOP Headquarters.  Many of us have dietary restrictions and food intolerances to restaurant fare.  There are concerns about prep time involved in bringing a potluck dish to the meetings.  Others voiced that it might be better to have a central area where working women can drop in.  


The consensus was that we want everyone to come to our meetings even if they cannot bring a dish.  The guest speaker begins at 12:00 noon, just come to listen.  The meetings at headquarters seem more intimate and conducive to visiting with new people and getting to know one another; however, we have not ruled out finding another location for our meetings.


Donna Hansen made the motion and it was seconded that we have our next general meeting at headquarters while we continue to explore options.  The vote passed by a majority.

New Business


Former Treasurer, Evelyne Hendrix reported that the same person will audit last year’s records. 


The Dorchester Conference has asked for donations of scholarships to sponsor someone who cannot afford to pay the registration to go to it.  Stella made the motion and it was seconded that our club donate $100.00 to the Dorchester Conference.  Treasurer, Nancy Davis reminded us that although it had not been figured into the budget, we could still have a vote brought to the floor. The motion was passed and seconded.

Member News


Corresponding Secretary, Anita Crowe is moving her mother from the Corvallis Manor to Regent Court, an assisted care facility.


Jane Buck is convalescing from her surgery.


Jean Mater, Helen Ames, and Dorothy Sarnoff are all doing much better. 

Upcoming Events

· March  24---11:30 a.m., General Meeting,  12:00 noon ,Representative Linda Flores

· April  28---11:30 a.m., General Meeting, 12:00 noon, Linn Benton Community College Professor and Professional Spanish Translator, Lucy Robelo.

· May 15---OFRW will meet at the State Capital in Salem.

· September---OFRW Fall Meetings---Work shops for the Fall Elections

Respectfully submitted on March 7, 2008,

Shirley K. Douglass, Recording Secretary       

