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Next General Meeting & Potluck Luncheon
Monday, February 25, 2008
11:30 a.m. 

Republican Headquarters
980 NW Circle Blvd. (Behind Citizens Bank)
Corvallis, Oregon

Guests and spouses are most welcome!

· Our speakers will be State Senator Jason Atkinson, Joyce Waggoner, OFRW President and Vi MacDonald, District IV Director.
· Please take note of the meeting location and that the meeting will include a potluck so we ask that you bring a luncheon dish to share.
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Calendar for Benton County Republicans
	Mon.
	Feb. 18
	
	Presidents’ Day

	Thurs.
	Feb. 21
	
	Benton GOP Executive Committee Meeting, 7 p.m. at Republican Headquarters

	Fri.
	Feb. 22
	
	George Washington’s Birthday (actual)

	Mon.
	Feb. 25
	
	BCRW General Meeting, 11:30 a.m. at Republican Headquarters – Speakers: Sen. Jason Atkinson, Joyce Waggoner, OFRW President & Vi MacDonald, Dist. IV Chair

	Thurs.
	Feb. 28
	
	4:30 p.m. OFRW Executive Committee Meeting, 4:30 p.m. at the Pig ‘n Pancake Restaurant in Seaside, Oregon

7:00 p.m. – Dinner sponsored by NCRW, 7 p.m. at the Pig ‘n Pancake (look for reservation information in this newsletter)

	Fri.
	Feb. 29
	
	Deadline for Ward 7 Candidates to turn in packet to Elections Office

	Fri.
	Feb. 29
	
	OFRW Board of Directors Meeting, 9:00 a.m. at the Seaside Convention Center, Seaside, OR.

	Fri.
	Feb. 29
	
	Dorchester Conference Dinner & kick-off with Bill Kristol as keynote speaker

	Sat.
	Mar. 01
	
	Dorchester Conference

	Sun.
	Mar. 02
	
	Dorchester Conference

	Mon.
	Mar. 03
	
	BCRW Board Meeting, 1:30 p.m. at Republican Headquarters

	Thurs.
	Mar. 06
	
	Central Committee Meeting, 7 p.m. at Republican Headquarters – Speaker: Sen. Jason Atkinson

	Sat.
	Mar. 08
	
	Operation Homefront Oregon Benefit Bowling Tournament, Albany, OR

	Tues.
	Mar. 11
	
	Last day to register as a candidate for Precinct Committee Person (PCP) 

	Thurs.
	Mar. 20
	
	Benton GOP Executive Committee Meeting, 7 p.m. at Republican Headquarters

	Mon.
	Mar. 24
	
	BCRW General Meeting & Potluck, 11:30 a.m. at Republican Headquarters – Speaker: Rep. Linda Flores


February Birthdays

Wishing each of you a very happy birthday!
Patty Robidart, February 11th
Maureen Russian, February 12th
Stella Guenther, February 13th
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Caring Corner
Jean Mater is convalescing at Corvallis Manor after suffering a slight stroke in late January. She keeps busy reading newspapers and keeping up on her interests.  She loves having visitors but tires fairly easily.  If you’d like to visit or send a card she is in room 108.  The address is Corvallis Manor, 160 NE Conifer Blvd., Corvallis, OR 97330.

Jane buck is convalescing at home after surgery.  We wish Jane a speedy recovery and we keep her in our thoughts and prayers.
Dorothy Sarnoff said she had quite a scare discovering that she had congestive heart failure. She is now on medication, eating carefully, getting rest and she reports that she is doing great.  Keep up the good work Dorothy!  We are looking forward to seeing you out and about real soon!
Cards and visits to Helen Ames are always so nice.  Helen resides at the Regency Park Place, 2595 NE Jack London St., Corvallis, OR 97330.  
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Support the Troops Rallies
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It is gratifying to see how many drivers honk and wave in response to the rallies as supporters wave flags and stand up for our soldiers who sacrifice to keep us free.  The rallies are usually held at 9th and Circle Blvd.  During the winter months rallies are held from 12 Noon to 1:00 p.m.   If you’d like to participate in the rallies, please call Republican Headquarters at (541) 754-9155 and request to have your name added to rally coordinator, Mark Johnson's ‘call list’ for rally date announcements.  
Remember the Troops in Afghanistan and Iraq!
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Let's help keep our deployed troops supplied with comfort items from home!   Your contributions may be dropped off at Republican Headquarters, 980 NW Circle Blvd (behind Citizens Bank).  

New list of items requested by our troops (from Christine Strawn, Operation Homefront/Oregon)
Food items (this is something they really like to get)

· Cookies

· Coffee

· Beef jerky

· Salted nuts

· Cup of soup (just add water)

· Trail mix

· Sunflower seeds

· Granola bars

· Breakfast bars

· Fruit snacks

· Canned fruits (with pull top lids)

· Bean dip, salsa & chips

· Crackers

· Canned soups, canned chicken (pull top lids)

· Tuna pouches

· Powdered drink mixes (that can be added to bottled water)

· Instant coffee

· Sugar and cream packets

· Sauces to help liven up the taste of foods, BBQ sauce, Ranch dressing, salsa, soy sauce, hot sauce and catsup.

Items to help with off time:
 

· ***Canned air (to clean dust and sand from computers, weapons and other equipment)

· DVD Movies – new or used (Note: Not all units have access to VHS players)
· Music CD's – new or used
· CD’s containing iPod or MP3 music
· Video taped Oregon State or University of Oregon sporting events

· Games (small travel size are best)
· OREGON NEWS PAPERS

· School Supplies and toys to hand out to the local children

Our Soldiers generally have an adequate supply of hygiene items stacked up on bases thanks to the generosity of Gift Boxes. But there are still Items they need.
 

· Baby wipes

· Female products

· Female protection products

· Eye drop

· Bug repellants

· Ibuprofen, Advil, Tylenol and other pain relievers (helmets get heavy by the end of the day and can cause a headache)

· Deodorant

· Vitamins

· Boot Socks

· White cotton T-shirts

Committee Chair Appointments
President, Lou Copes reports that committee appointments are progressing nicely.  Charlotte Vickers and Sue Minton, both new members, will serve as Chaplains for the Club. Welcome ladies!  We offer our thanks to all who are serving the BCRW this biennium.
Standing Committee Chairpersons
Chaplain: Charlotte Vickers and Sue Minton

Fund-raising: Stella Guenther

Legislation & Research: Maureen Russian

Public Relations & Publicity: Stella Guenther

Parliamentarian: Nancy Davis

Historian: Janet Paine

Bi-laws: TBA

Campaign: TBA

Special Committees Chairpersons
Telephone Tree: Stella Guenther and Judith Edwards

Voter registration: Lou Copes & TBA

Lincoln Day Dinner: Stella Guenther & TBA

Benton County Fair Booth: TBA

Jewelry Sales: Birdie Reetz & TBA

Office Staffing: Stella Guenther & Lou Copes

REPORTS
Lincoln Day Dinner, February 10, 2008
What can be said about the Lincoln Day Dinner Celebration but "WOW."  All of the little concerns that take place during the preparation just melt away as nothing when so many step forward to get it done.  The day is here and everything arrives at the country club in disarray, and seemingly, snap, the tables are beautifully spread, baskets are in order, looking fantastic, the missing items for the oral auction appear, the guests arrive  the speakers on time, as is the Auctioneer and the evening progresses, almost like magic.
 

Now, that could be all that is said, but there are many "Thank You’s” due for helping, for attending, for generosities, for speaking that need some attention. Let's go back away and thank Maureen for her insistence to have State House Representative Dennis Richardson as our speaker.  What a wonderful address was made by Representative Richardson.  I have heard nothing but praises, and sorrow that we did not have it videotaped in order to share his words with others.  Shirley Douglass has offered her video recorder to become a part of our inventory. Thank you Shirley.  Juanita, you had better be careful because the word is out that you make an extraordinary Master of Ceremonies.  Look what happened after you spoke at "The Day at the Legislature" two years ago!  Thank you for taking part.  What about our Auctioneer!  Thank you Dan & Charlotte Vickers for arranging the perfect addition that we needed for our auction, Jeff & Carrie Strassheim. They are a terrific duo at auctioneering, and in addition Carrie made all of the preparations for our auction, bid cards, clerking sheets, and patiently explained the process to me.   Jeff, master auctioneer, made the evening fun and managed to get the most out of the donated items for our oral auction.  All of this for a grand total of donating their time, talent and friendship. Reece Hrizuk, State Chairman of the College Republicans did a grand job of assisting Jeff as his spotter.  Music, beautiful music was heard throughout the social hour and dinner.  We were blessed to have Rachel Miller as our harpist for the evening.  Rachel played for our Central Committee Christmas Banquet; she made such a hit with us that we wanted more of you to be able to enjoy her God gifted talent.  She is a student at Santiam Christian High School. Thank you to Jeff Kubler who led us in singing our National Anthem.  
 

This wonderful evening did not take place magically, as many of you know.  The behind the scenes happenings are very important to recognize.  Thank you to each and everyone that came to the dinner.  It would have been lonely and expensive without you.  Thank you to those who continued to invite guests right up until the last minute. A "BIG" thank you to our table sponsors; US Senator Gordon Smith, State Senator Frank Morse, Dr. Juanita Lamley and  James & Shirley Douglass for Northwest Band Camps.  Senator Morse and Juanita sponsored tables for our College Republicans; we had 17 in attendance.  We have every reason to be very proud of our College Republicans; they are an exceptional group who will be leaders in our nations future.  A major round of applause must go to Lane Heathcote and Sharon Schmidt. Lane & Sharon for their special talent, as John Detweiler remarked, “Making a sows ear into an object of splendor.” So true, they did all of the basket arranging.  Janet Paine did it again. Our tables were adorned with elegant center pieces.  The room appears that there is something missing and then Janet arrives to change the whole atmosphere. Thank you Janet. Prizes and surprises come in the way of donations from many individuals and businesses.  This years’ list consists of the following: Begg's Tires of Philomath, Blackledge Furniture, Burst's Chocolates, Country Notions, Donde's Floors to Go, Ed's Couch Country, The Gables, Hallmark Resort, The Inkwell Home Store, Inn at Spanish Head, Lane Heathcote, Mossy Creek Pottery, Rush Hour Photo, Quantum Creative Glass, Inc., Reece Hrizuk, Shonnard's Nursery, Special Occasions and Steve Stewart (Dorothy Sarnoff's Son-in-Law).. We would ask that you patronize the businesses that generously donate to us year after year, and thank them for their contributions. 
 

Now for the surprises!  During Representative Richardson's address he shared with us about an upcoming War Memorial that will be constructed in Central Point, Oregon. He was to appear the next day before an organization that contributes to projects such as this. He had told them that the Central Point Committee would raise the first $40.000.00 to show their intent to go forward.  He shared that they had fallen short of their goal and he was in hopes that they would not reject the donation.  We had presented Rep. Richardson with a gift basket which he gifted back to us for raising more money for our cause.  Juanita placed a bid on the basket of $500.00 to be given towards the War Memorial.  She then challenged someone to meet or beat her pledge.  Senator Morse met her pledge of $500.00.  Rep. Richardson was $1,000.00 closer to his goal.  But, in our midst was a couple that deeply shared his dream and they wrote Sen. Richardson a check for the remainder of his goal.  You just never know what the outcome will be when you bring many together in one place. So, putting everything else aside, if this was the only transaction that took place at our Lincoln Day Dinner, every minute of preparation would have been well spent.  God is so good to our faithfulness.  Do you think Rep. Richardson went home happy and praising the Lord? 
 

It was a GREAT evening, Thank you each and everyone.  
 

Stella Guenther, Chairman
Lincoln Day Dinner Celebration
Fundraiser: BCRW Patriotic Quilt Drawing
[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.jpg]


The Benton County Republican Women are offering a red, white & blue patriotic handcrafted quilt as a prize for a drawing which will be held at the Benton County Republican 4th of July Pancake Breakfast and Yard Sale, 12 Noon, at Republican Headquarters.  Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5.  The quilt is an artistic version of the beautiful “Friendship Star with Triple Irish Chain” in twin/full size.  Though the quilt is not yet finished, the front was displayed at the BCRW Lincoln Day Dinner on February 10th for the kick-off of ticket sales.  Nancy Davis reports that 38 tickets were sold during the dinner and more sales have been turned in at HQ.  Juanita Lamley, expert quilter, is heading the quilt making project.  Stella Guenther, Jean Nelson, Nancy Davis, Birdie Reetz and Marjorie Wolf helped with the quilt; Linda Bartcher brought food, Maureen Russian kept us company during the Feb. 2 workshop and PJ Hunter took photos, reports Juanita.   
We expect ticket sales to increase exponentially when we get the word out, enthusiasm grows and quilt-fever sets in over this gorgeous quality quilt!
We thank Juanita and her helpers for all their time, expertise and commitment to the BCRW.  We truly appreciate their efforts.
[image: image10.jpg]



OREGON POLITICS
From: Oregon House Republicans Newsletter, Special Session Edition, February 15, 2008
Republicans Lead Efforts to Secure Oregon's Driver's Licenses
House Republicans on Wednesday passed Senate Bill 1080 to secure Oregon's drivers licenses and identification documents.  SB 1080 is the first House and Senate Republican priority to be approved by the Legislature for the 2008 special session.
House Re-Passes Accountability Bill.  Republicans Continue Call for Legislative Auditor 
"We're talking about government accountability and discipline, and looking at ways to make our government work better and smarter.  [HB 3613] offers a way for the public to keep an eye on their state government. The committee will help us set up objective and measurable goals and reward programs that meet those expectations." (Rep. Kim Thatcher, R-Keizer, House Floor Session, 02/12/08)
House Passes Bill to Protect Oregonians from Predatory Foreclosure Scams
House Republicans this week supported passage of House Bill 3630, legislation to protect Oregonians from predatory foreclosure scams.  HB 3630 is the second Republican priority to be approved by the House of Representatives for the 2008 special session. 

"This common sense legislation cracks down on scam artists who prey on homeowners facing foreclosure," said House Republican Leader Bruce Hanna (R-Roseburg). "Rather than helping Oregonians, these scam artists obtain deeds from homeowners and immediately move to kick them out onto the street.  HB 3630 prevents this unfair practice."

NATIONAL POLITICS

Presidential Primary/Caucus Status
At this writing, John McCain is referred to as the presumptive Republican Presidential Nominee though Mike Huckabee and Ron Paul remain in the race.  Mitt Romney, who dropped out on February 7th, endorsed McCain a week later.  On the Democrat side, the race narrows for Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama. 
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COMING UP
February 25th BCRW General Meeting
Keeping Informed on Important Issues for this Election Year!
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On Monday, February 25th the Benton County Republican Women will meet at Republican Headquarters, 980 NW Circle Blvd at 11:30 a.m.  The meeting will include a potluck luncheon and our speakers will be Oregon State Senator Jason Atkinson, Joyce Waggoner, OFRW President and Vi MacDonald, District IV Director.  
Please bring a potluck dish to share.  Guests and spouses are most welcome.  We hope to see you at this meeting!  
OFRW Spring Board Meeting, Seaside, Oregon
See your Republication for application forms
OFRW Executive Board – Meets Thursday, February 28th at 4:00 pm at the Pig n Pancake
OFRW Board of Director’s – Meets Friday, February 29th at 9:00 am, at the Seaside Convention Center, Seaside Oregon.  A box lunch will be provided and the meeting will adjourn by 4:00 pm.  These exciting workshops are on the agenda.  Attendees are encouraged to select two:

“Public Speaking” presented by Ferris Top
“Voter Vault” presented by Amy Langdon

“Volunteer’s ‘R Us” presented by Gail Holmes

“Financial Facts Every Woman Should Know” presented by Tomi Schmidt

“I encourage you to attend our board meeting on Friday, February 29 at the Convention Center in Seaside and stay for the Dorchester Conference.  I am looking forward to seeing you all.”
· Joyce Waggoner, OFRW President 

Won’t you join us in Seaside for the Dorchester experience?  No guarantees, but you might get hooked!  What better way to spend a Leap Year weekend – February 29, March 1 and 2.  Hope to see you in Seaside!

--Linea Flores, President of Dorchester XLIV
March 8th Bowling Tournament
Fundraiser to benefit

OPERATION HOMEFRONT
Come bowl with us at the 
AMF Bowling Alley
1245 Clay Street (Behind Fred Meyer) in Albany, Oregon
Saturday, March 8  at 1p.m.
Check-in at 12 noon
OPERATION HOMEFRONT: provides emergency assistance & morale to our troops, the families they leave behind, & the wounded warriors when they return home.
$12 for adults - $10 for youth 16 & younger

You can also help by bringing something that we can ship to our soldiers in monthly gift boxes.  Examples: baby wipes,jerky,granola bars, hard candy, cookies, trail mix, snack crackers in small packages.

Prizes and Lots of Fun!
Questions? Call Jeanne (541) 979-6006 or Christine S (541) 258-8593
OP ED
Capitalism Doesn’t Work, Mr. Gates?
I just have to smile when billionaires turn cold shoulders to the blessings capitalism bestows.
Larry Kudlow

National Review Online (NRO)

Bill Gates, bloviating at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, is issuing a clarion call for a “kinder capitalism” to aid the world’s poor. Mr. Gates says he has grown impatient with the shortcomings of capitalism. He thinks it’s failing much of the world. This, of course, from a guy who’s worth around $35 billion (give or take a billion).

Don’t you just love it?

A guy without a college degree who invented a new technology process in his garage that literally changed the entire world, a guy who took advantage of all the great opportunities that a free and capitalist society has to offer and got filthy rich in the process, is now trashing capitalism and telling us it doesn’t work. What chutzpah.
For all his do-good preaching, Mr. Gates is ignoring the global spread of free-market capitalism that has successfully lifted hundreds of millions of people out of poverty and into the middle class over the last decade. Think China. Think India. Think Eastern Europe. (Maybe even think France under Sarkozy.) Mr. Gates wants business leaders to dedicate more time to fighting poverty. But the reality is that economic freedom is the best path to prosperity. Period.

The latest stats out of China are revealing. Here’s a country that was a basket case not so long ago and today is the world’s fourth largest economy — hot on the heels of Germany, the third largest economy. China just reported 11.2 percent fourth-quarter GDP, its fastest growth rate in thirteen years. Total output for China is now 24.7 trillion yuan, or $3.42 trillion at current exchange rates.

At $14 trillion, the U.S. economy is still four times the size of China’s. But we’ve had free-market capitalism for more than three-hundred years. China’s only had it for about fifteen. China is still an undemocratic, authoritarian, and repressive society that lacks the benefits of political freedom. But it was the late Milton Friedman who argued that the onset of free-market capitalism was the precursor to full-fledged democratic capitalism. China’s on the right track.

Mr. Gates says he has witnessed steep income and cultural inequities in his travels around the world, in particular to Africa. But for this he should blame the absence of capitalist principles, not capitalism itself. Even the most compassionate corporate executives are not going to bring prosperity to impoverished countries with statist economies. Until Africa’s nations undertake the market-oriented reforms that have boosted China and the other Asian Tigers — like South Korea and Taiwan — they will continue to rank at the bottom of the world prosperity scale.

The Heritage Foundation/Wall Street Journal 2008 Index of Economic Freedom reveals how free-market economics is spreading like wildfire while state-run socialism is on the decline. And it’s no wonder why. The free-market countries are prospering mightily while the least-free economies are mired in poverty. We’re talking North Korea, Cuba, Zimbabwe, and Iran. Also noteworthy is Venezuela. As the neo-socialist Hugo Chavez attempts to adopt Fidel Castro’s failed economic model, he’s sinking his nation toward Cuba-type poverty.

Economist Mark Perry, on his Carpe Diem blog site, reports that both the U.S. share of world GDP and its global stock market capitalization are shrinking. But this isn’t a bad thing at all. It doesn’t mean that America is heading downwards. On the contrary, it means that newly freed economies are heading up.

The reality here is that the rising tide of global capitalism is lifting all boats that employ it. Capitalism works. It’s a good thing. It’s the key to unlocking a nation’s prosperity. In fact, free-market capitalism is the greatest anti-poverty program ever devised by man.

Another billionaire, George Soros, the Davos partygoer who finances near every left-wing political-action group on both sides of the Atlantic pond, recently wrote in the Financial Times that the era of capitalism is coming to an end. Soros, of course, has been predicting this for at least twenty years — through the greatest world boom in history. And how was it that Soros made his money? Trading currencies in the technologically advanced world financial markets, the very same markets that were spawned by 20th century free-market capitalism.

So I just have to smile when billionaires like Bill Gates and George Soros turn cold shoulders to the blessings capitalism bestows. Or when their buddy, Warren Buffett, broadcasts the importance of hiking tax rates on successful earners and investors.

Look fellas, the command-and-control, state-run economics experiment was tried. It was called the Soviet Union. If you hadn’t noticed, it was a miserable failure. 


— Larry Kudlow, NRO’s Economics Editor, is host of CNBC’s Kudlow & Company and author of the daily web blog, Kudlow’s Money Politic$.
Semper Fi

By U.S. Rep. John Campbell (R-CA)

“You might have heard about Berkeley’s City Council's recent vote to tell the Marines to close their recruiting station in the city. With this vote, they told the Marines that their recruiting office is not welcome in their city, and if recruiters choose to stay, they do so as uninvited and unwelcome intruders.

In response to this, I will be introducing the “Semper Fi Act” in the House of Representatives. This act rescinds all of the funding contained in the FY 2008 Omnibus Appropriations Act for the City of Berkeley, CA and transfers those funds to the Marines for recruiting.”

Surprised that their might be a consequence to their action, the Berkeley City Council took a second vote rescinding the first, though no heartfelt apology was offered to the Marine Recruiters.  
Thomas Sowell on Economic Facts and Fallacies
While conducting research for his new book, Economic Facts and Fallacies, Mr. Sowell discovered many surprising facts that seriously challenge claims of economic inequities attributed to race, class and gender discrimination, the so called “shrinking middle-class” as well as other myths.  In an interview conducted by John Hawkins, Thomas Sowell tackles the assertion that women make 76 cents for every dollar a man makes.
“You know, if it was really true that you could hire a woman for three quarters of what you could hire a man with exactly the same qualifications, then employers would be crazy not to hire all women. It would be insane to hire men. Not only would it be insane, it would probably put them out of the business because the ones that were smart enough to hire women would have such a cost advantage that it would be really hard for the others to compete.”
 Good point, don’t you think?  
http://www.rightwingnews.com/mt331/2008/02/an_interview_with_thomas_sowel.php
HUMOR
A Michigan woman and her family were vacationing in a small New England town where Paul Newman and his family often visited. 

One Sunday morning, the woman got up early to take a long walk. After a brisk five-mile hike, she decided to treat herself to a double-dip chocolate ice cream cone. 

She hopped in the car, drove to the center of the village and went straight to the combination bakery/ice cream parlor.

There was only one other patron in the store.  It was Paul Newman, sitting at the counter having a doughnut and coffee. 

The woman's heart skipped a beat as her eyes made contact with those famous baby-blue eyes.

The actor nodded graciously and the star struck woman smiled demurely.

Pull yourself together!  She chides herself.  You're a happily married woman with three children, you're forty-five years old, not a teenager! 

The clerk filled her order and she took the double-dip chocolate ice cream cone in one hand and her change in the other.  Then she went out the door, avoiding even a glance in Paul Newman's direction.

When she reached her car, she realized that she had a handful of change but her other hand was empty.  Where's my ice cream cone?  Did I leave it in the store?  Back into the shop she went, expecting to see the cone still in the clerk's hand or in a holder on the counter or something.  No ice cream cone was in sight.   

With that, she happened to look over at Paul Newman.  His face broke into his familiar warm friendly grin and he said to the woman, 

“You put it in your purse.”
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