Minutes of the Benton County Republican Woman 
February 23, 2008 

President Lou Copes opened the meeting and asked Corresponding Secretary, Anita Crowe to give the invocation and lead us in The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Officers present were: First Vice President, Hawthorne O’Rourke; Treasurer, Nancy Davis; Recording Secretary, Shirley Douglass; Assistant Recording Secretary, Whitney Lindquist; Corresponding Secretary, Anita Crowe; Member at Large, Stella Guenther, and Immediate Past President, Maureen Russian. 

President Lou acknowledged our guest speaker and visitors who were, 

Liz and George VanLeeuwen, Jeff Limon, President of the Benton County GOP Central Committee; John Bell and his wife, Myrna, Past president of the BCGOP Central Committee; Reece Hrizuk, State Chairman of the College Republicans (who is currently working for Rep. Andy Olsen.)

Visitors were: Georgia Hering, Judie Hanigan, and Beverly and Chuck McNeil.

Emily Daniels, from the Army ROTC Beaver Battalion, Family Group, dropped in to give our club a thank you award certificate for supporting their women’s bible study and our efforts to give them a voice in our organization. 

Hawthorne “Ruth” O’Rourke introduced our guest speaker, Liz Van Leeuwen, who begin as an elected official in 1980 and has been a state legislator for nine consecutive terms for a total of eighteen years. She has an interesting list of accomplishments and positions held during her years of service to our state.

Her [Liz Van Leeuwen’s] most ardent interest now is the care and management of the Willamette River, which is the third largest tributary in Oregon. After living in Salem for a number of years during the early years of their marriage, she and her husband leased his parent’s farm near Irish Bend Loop. Liz and her husband, along with their children worked to restore their property into a working farm. They have survived an attempt by the State Highway Department’s use of “imminent domain” to take some of their farm land away in order to make a continuous parkway along a stretch of the Willamette River. Their lives have been affected and interwoven into all the changes that political groups and environmentalists have made on the Willamette River. She helped form the 190 intergovernmental entity called the Willamette River Channel Maintenance Project. Several entities and counties have come together to create solutions for a year round useable river. Unfortunately Benton County has not shown a lot of interest and has not signed on to be part of the group. Liz handed out informative brochures, which are available for those interested in becoming involved. In addition she has a research paper that was prepared in August of 2007 by the Office of State Representative Brian J. Boquist, (who is now a State Senator.) The title of the report is Willamette River Channel Maintenance Feasibility Report. It would be good to get the report into the hands of every county commissioner and concerned citizens that would like to use the river for individual and family recreation.

We will post her talk on our web site in the near future. Please watch for it. 

President Lou called for approval of the minutes from the general meeting of January 23, 2009 which were made available at the beginning of our meeting. There being no additions or corrections, the minutes were accepted as posted.

President Lou then called for the treasurer’s report. Nancy Davis read that our club had on hand $10, 406.50. At this time we have twenty-five members and eight associate members. She read a thank you letter from the Philomath Food Bank. There being no additions or corrections, the report will be filed for audit. See copy of attached report. 

Because of the length of our meeting, President Lou asked for a motion to defer all business old and new to the BCRW ’s Board Meeting to be held on Monday March 2, at 1:30 p.m. at BCR GOP Headquarters. An invitation was extended to all members to attend our board meetings. 

Shirley Douglass moved and it was seconded that we defer all business old and new until the BCRW ’s Board Meeting on Monday March 2, 2009.

The meeting was opened for announcements:

Stella reported on the joint Linn and Benton County’s Lincoln’s 200th Birthday and Oregon’s 150th Birthday Dinner coming Saturday March 14, 2009 at the Teen Challenge Center in Shedd, Or. The Social Hour will be at 5:00 p.m. and Dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. There is a choice of Beef or Herbed Chicken Entrée. The honorary guest speakers will be: U.S. Representative, Greg Walden and Oregon House Republican Leader, Bruce Hanna. The cost of the meal is $30.00 per person and $225.00 for a table of eight. The seating is limited. Please RSVP by March 6, 2009. The dinner is a joint effort between our two counties because of the expense and the need for more resources. 

We will have Baskets for Silent Auction and Reece Hrizuk will conduct our Oral Auction. PLEASE BRING IN ITEMS FOR DONATION. These can be unused gifts or, slightly used items, or sale purchased items. We will begin constructing them on Monday, March 2. Call Stella at 929-5382 or Shirley Douglass at 757-9746 for a time to deliver your donations.
Jean Nelson reported that we need to sign up for the Benton County Republican web site that will have a link to a blog site called Blog Spot. Com. This site will have important news updates locally and nationally pasted into a clip board. The only way that you can receive it is by giving your e-mail address to them. Please call Jean Nelson at 745-3936.

Correction for paragraph above/submitted by pj

Jean Nelson reported that we need to sign up for the Benton County Republican's E-mail, a free service which includes news articles especially pertinent to Republicans. Call Jean at (541) 745-3936 and give her your e-mail address. Also, be sure to visit the Benton County Republican's website regularly at http://bentongop.blogspot.com . Once there, click on "News, Etc." for the latest breaking political news from Breitbart as well as current articles and op-ed pieces.

Sandra Hickey reminded us that there is a list of items needed for the boxes that we send to our troops stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan. The list will be at each meeting and it is also posted at headquarters.

Respectfully Submitted on March 1, 2009 by
Shirley K. Douglass, Recording Secretary
