The Minutes of the General Meeting of the BCRW of February 4, 2008


This is a make up meeting because the January meeting was cancelled due to a snow storm.  It was held at the BCGOP Headquarters along with a delicious pot-luck meal. The meeting was called to order by President Louise Copes.  She welcomed past presidents, Donna Hansen, Jean Nelson, Stella Guenther, and Maureen Russian.  She also welcomed visitors Sharon Schmidt, Past District Governor.  Donna Hansen brought two guests, Laine Heathcote and Marilyn Lesmeister, and Jean Nelson brought Sandy Hickey.  Officers present were:  Second Vice President, P. J. Hunter; Treasurer, Nancy Davis; Assistant Treasurer, Judy Edwards; Corresponding Secretary, Anita Crowe; Recording Secretary, Shirley Douglass, and Chaplain, Charlotte Vickers.


Chaplain Vickers gave the invocation. We then recited the Pledge of Allegiance to The Flag.


Nancy Davis gave the treasure’s report.  Our club, as of January 28, 2008, has a balance of $7,585.80 after expenses.  We have twenty-six paid members and seven paid associate members.  See attached report. There being no corrections the report is to be filed for audit.


The minutes of December 17, 2007 were posted on the web site.  President Louise asked for corrections or additions, there being none, the minutes stood approved as posted.


Stella Guenther introduced our guest speaker, Reece Hrizuk who is Chairman of the Oregon Federation of College Republicans and attends Oregon State University.  He moved to Oregon from a conservative town in Idaho when he was half way through high school.  He was surprise by the liberal hypocrisy he found in this state.  That is when he decided to become involved in politics.


His perspective of the College Republicans is that not only are they the future of the country and the Republican Party, but they are very much an active part of the present.  They are ambitious and they want to make an impact now.  Twelve chapters have been formed and they are working on forming new ones. They began to effect a change during the elections of 2006. One interesting Republican race that the OSU College Republicans worked on with college Republicans in Medford, OR, was for Representative Sal Esquival.  They canvassed door to door 29,000 voter contacts and the result was that the representative got 900 votes which helped him win.  He enumerated the various counties in Oregon that were influenced and had Republican winners because of the canvassing and phone calls made by the College Republicans.  They will continue to train all members on how to make campaign phone calls.


Reece implemented a caucus system in the mid-valley so that they are meeting and interacting with each other at universities and community colleges across the state with events like Bar-B-Q’s, Pizza parties, and supporting good causes.  OSU Republicans had a “Second Amendment Week” with a raffle that netted $600.00.  They also hold a “Christmas in the Quad” each December.  Each month, they put up signs in the OSU Quad to advertise their meeting.  The Chapter at Western Oregon College has a “Support the Troops Week” once a year and the OSU Republicans plan to organize one too. 



Corresponding Secretary, Anita Crowe reported that Jean Mater is back in the Corvallis Manor because she has had a mild stroke so she visited her and sent a card.  And she received a thank you note from the  Corvallis Public School Foundation for our donation to the Homeless Children’s Education Project.  

Reports from Chairmen of Standing Committees 



Stella Guenther, Chairman of the Lincoln Day Dinner, reported on its progress : 

· Sunday February 10, 2008, Social Hour and Silent Auction at 4:30 p.m. and Dinner at 5:30 p.m.

· Thank you to all who donated to our Silent Auction Baskets and our oral auction. 

· We need to continue to invite friends and family to purchase tickets and to come. Cost is $35.00 per plate.

· The entrée will be a choice of chicken or fish 

· Tickets will be attached to name tags and given to people as they arrive.

· Tables seat eight to ten people.

· Guest speaker--Representative Dennis Richardson

· The oral auction will follow the guest speaker.

· Entertainment--Harpist, Rachel Miller 

· Door prize winner at each table. 


Program Chairman, Jane Buck had surgery.  Send her an encouraging card. 

See program schedule listed further on..


Legislation and Elections Reports Chairman, Jaunita Lamley reported that there are new guidelines for voter registrations:

·  They must have the last four digits of their Social Security number or a valid Oregon Drivers License. 

·  It is time to start setting up voter registration booths.  

· We are allowed to use public parking lots, near bus stops, and some stores will let us set up in front.


Chairman of the100% Club Essay Contest, Stella Guenther asked for volunteers to help deliver the information and application forms to a designated administrator at the high schools in our county.  The winners of these essays will receive a $1000.00 scholarship.  In 2007 we only had one winner in our area so we need to get the information to the schools earlier.  The contest is open to senior high school girls including those that are home schooled.  If any of our members know friends or have families that qualify please contact Stella.

Future Programs

· February  25---Representative, Jason Atkinson, special guests: Joyce Waggoner, President of the OFRW, and Vi MacDonald, Director of the 4th District.

· March  24---Representative, Linda Flores

· April  28---Linn Benton Community College Professor and Professional Spanish Translator, Lucy Robelo. 

Announcements

· Linn County Republicans will have their Lincoln Day Dinner in March 2008, date to be announced.

· Philomath has a new newspaper called “The Philomath Bulletin.”  A subscription costs $26.00 a year.

· President Copes asks that members who have announcements, proposals, or information to please bring them to the meetings in written form. It helps us to be better informed for future discussions. Thanks

Respectfully Submitted on February 7, 2008 by

Shirley K. Douglass

Recording Secretary

