
Benton County Republican Women General Meeting of January 22, 2007


The meeting was called to order by President Maureen Russian at 12:10 p.m.  She welcomed past BCRW Presidents Donna Hansen, Jean Nelson, and Stella Guenther who is now District Director.  Benton County Central Committee President, John Bell;  Secretary of OSU College Republicans, Reese Hrizuk; Linda Bartcher, First Vice President; of the Linn County Republican Women; and a new member Debbie Allen.  Stella Guenther led us in the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.


Jane Buck, Vice President and Program Chairman, introduced our guest speaker, Peggy Pierson, Benton County Emergency Services Coordinator.  


She spoke to us about the L. B. Net, which is a modernized disaster preparedness program. Albany and Corvallis have a regional mutual aid agreement as first responders to help each other; however, if the disaster strikes both counties simultaneously, our county needs to be prepared to deal with it alone. The program’s philosophy is “We cannot prevent disaster from striking but we can be prepared to overcome them.”  Responding to a general or natural disaster is beyond what our community services are set up to manage; therefore, response organizations are always stretched.

Studies have shown that a prepared community which experiences a disaster; makes a faster recovery than the community which is not prepared.  This really works to help particularly small businesses to prevent the loss of the business altogether. Her organization recommends that we form a “neighborhood block” that prepares itself for a natural disaster with one person appointed to be the Block Captain.  This person would evaluate the need for: safety and security, first aid, special needs, light search and rescue, damage assessment, and communications. 


She showed us a variety of interesting slides from past earthquakes, floods, mud slides, and severe winter snow, ice, and wind storms.  In regards to human survival during and after an earth quake: 1. Drop down, take cover, and hold onto something that is permanent.  Try to get under a sturdy desk, table, doorway, or beside a bed, but not under the bed.  2. Do not run outside unless you are in a cinder brick house.  3. If you are on the second story, stay there.  4. For any disaster, have a designated place where you can meet your family and have someone outside the family receive and relay phone calls for your family.  5. Rotate a good supply of food, water, and clothing and a way to stay dry for seventy-two hours. (Even at 60 degrees wet clothing can cause the body to react adversely.)  6. Have an old rotary dial or corded telephone that does not need electric power or a battery charger.


If you live out of the city limits, remember that highways twenty and thirty-four are prone to flooding.  We have semi-trucks that are carrying hazardous wastes or chemicals, traversing all of our nearby highways as well as on our city streets.  Interestingly she mentioned the fact that we are in the Southern flight path of airliners coming from and going to the Portland International Airport.  North Corvallis always has the propensity to have a forest fire in late summer and autumn. 


The most vulnerable people are those living near rivers and the ocean.  The elderly, the poor who are living in public housing, the disabled and those with health problems that require constant monitoring, are also vulnerable.


Mrs. Pierson will come to give her ninety minute “‘preparedness” talk to churches, other community organizations, and neighborhood block groups.  She left information on a table in the back of the room.


The Emergency Services of Benton County have four points of advice for our community neighborhoods in the advent of an emergency:

1. Neighbors help neighbors.

2. Get to know each other better.

3. Share your resources
4. Give comfort and reassurance

Business Meeting 


The minutes of the last general meeting were posted on the web site.  President Maureen asked for corrections or deletions . The minutes were accepted as posted.  


Evelyne Hendrix gave the Treasure’s Report..  There was $6,129.25 on hand as of December 31, 2006.  As of January 22, 2007, the bank balance was $6,704.25.  The report will be submitted for audit.


Anita Crowe won the free lunch drawing.


Jean Nelson, who is a member of the Republican Central Committee and an elected delegate from our county to the state Oregon Republican Party, gave a report on Gordon Smith’s senatorial accomplishments. There was a report by June Hartley, of the Oregon Federation of Republican Women, about the real threat to the U.S.A. which is in danger of loosing its sovereignty.  


Stella Guenther reported on the Lincoln Day Dinner preparations.  She asked specifically for donations of items suitable for use in our baskets for our silent auction and items for the auction.

Announcements:


Evelyne Hendricks reminded us to pay our dues which should be done by March 31, 2007.


Tickets are available for purchase for the Lincoln Day Dinner on February 11, 2007.


February 26, 2007 BCRW General Meeting will be the “Chalkboard” Project.


Benton County Central Committee Meeting,  February 1, 2007, will have as their speaker, Mayor Charlie Tomlinson.


The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.


Respectfully submitted on January 26, 2007 by


Shirley K. Douglass, Recording Secretary


