Minutes of the BCRW General Meeting of January 26, 2009 

President Louise Copes opened the meeting and asked Chaplain Charlotte Vickers to lead us in the invocation and The Pledge of Allegiance to The Flag.

Officers present were: First Vice President, Hawthorne Ruth O’Rourke; Second Vice President, P. J. Hunter; Treasurer, Nancy Davis; Assistant Treasurer, Judy Edwards; Recording Secretary, Shirley Douglass, and Member at Large, Stella Guenther.

President Copes welcomed guests and special visitors: Joyce Waggoner, President of the Oregon Federation of Republican Women and Vi McDonald, Director of District Four of the Oregon Federation of Republican Women which includes Marion, Polk, Linn, and Benton Counties. They have invited us to their annual Lincoln Day Dinner in Salem to be held at the Scottish Rite Temple, on February 12, 2008, at 6:00 p.m. The speaker will be Reverend Wayne Perryman, a former newspaper publisher, radio talk-show host, and corporate employment relations consultant. Some of will try to car pool to the dinner. 

The first order of business was the introduction and installation of our new First Vice President, Hawthorne Ruth O’Rourke by President Lou Copes.

Vice President O’Rourke introduced our first guest speaker, April Aguirre, who is President of the OSU, ROTC Wives. Earlier the BCRW Board approved a grant to fund a book that she will be using as a bible study. It is for wives of military officers to help keep marriages together and to understand the spiritual role that affects their lives. She thanked us for our donation and gave us a synopsis of the importance of educational material that is used to help the wives make the difficult transition into the military life style as the wife of a soldier and an officer attending classes at a university. The information includes how life will be when their husbands are deployed into action. In addition they have Finance and Budget Classes to help them understand the paychecks and military language.

April has created military inspired greeting cards for special occasions. She also recommended a book for reading entitled “The Faith of the American Soldier.”

First Vice President O’Rourke also introduced our primary speaker the President of the Benton County Central Committee, Jeff Limon. He gave us a very strong motivational talk, regarding the history of the Republican Party. He encouraged us to spread the word of truth about our party’s history. You can read his talk, in it’s entirety, on this web site[ here ].  WE have no reason to be ashamed for what we believe in. Please take the time to read, stand up straight and tall, and take action to show your Republican Pride! 

Public Relations Chairman, Stella Guenther presented copies of the children’s books, that we purchased last year, to the Benton County Library’s Children’s Room. She donated the books in memory of members Dr. Jean Mater and Helen Ames. Children’s Librarian, Curtis Kiefer, accepted the books, which were given on behalf of the Mamie Eisenhower Book Club. These books are educational books that teach children about our political process through the eyes of mice cartoon characters. The books are available for sale at Central Committee Headquarters (Telephone: 754-9155) for $20.00 each.
Business Meeting 

President Copes asked for corrections or additions to the general meeting of October 2008. (The November 2008 meeting was cancelled due the last minute breakage of a sewer line under headquarters because the building could not be used.) There being no objections, the minutes were accepted as posted.

Nancy Davis gave the treasurer’s report. We have a balance of $9,900.00. We earned $1,113.00 from our annual Christmas Wreath sales. Nancy is also on the Caring for America Committee and told us about the letter that she received from Patty Patton Bader from the Soldier’s Angels Organization that supports our deployed military. She thanked us for our donation, which signifies our support for the troops. 

Nancy also belongs to Altrusa Club and they have a closet that is open every Saturday for women who are entering the work place after a life changing event. She thanked us for our donations of gently used clothing. Larger women’s sizes are especially needed and they take slightly used shoes. They can be dropped off at headquarters. Make arrangements for a day and time by leaving a message at 754-9155.
Old Business 

We are continuing to research a different place to have lunch and to hold our general meetings.
New Business 
We have a new location and a new date for our Lincoln Day Dinner. See below.

Lincoln Day Dinner Baskets---We will need donations of: new items that may include something that you received at times during the year, stuff that you bought and have not found a use for, Christmas gifts that you were considering “re-gifting,” and if you have any small antique items that we might use to make a “Back in Time” basket. These are for our “silent auction.”

We need to secure a new Auctioneer who will volunteer his or her services.

We need donations from businesses for our “live auction.” Please let us know if you have a suggestion for a business that we should solicit.
Announcements 
Jean Nelson announced that she has created a website with news briefs about local Republicans that will be e-mailed to our membership and to the BC Republicans. It will alert us to what Republicans are doing in our community and elsewhere. 

We have a new lady that will put together the baskets for the Lincoln Day Dinner. Her name is Nancy Patton. She owns a business named “The Blonde Basket Case”.

Contact names of people involved in our Lincoln Day Dinner are:

Deborah Barrett,  barrett6626@comcast.net <,mailto:barrett6626@comcast.net> Chair of Linn County Republican Women, and Jeannie Wenning for Teen Challenge International, www.teenchallengepnw.com/wvtc/programs.html  Office 31700 Fayetteville Dr, Shedd, Oregon  97377, Work 541-491-1002, Cell 541-619-??19.
Dates to Remember 

February 12, 2009 – Tri-County Lincoln Day Dinner at the Scottish Rite Temple, 3950 Commercial St. SE, in Salem.  Reverend Wayne Perryman will be the main speaker.

March 6-8, 2009 – The Dorchester Conference at the Seaside Convention Center in Seaside, Oregon
Oregon Federation of Republican Women (OFRW) will hold their Spring Board Meeting in conjunction with Dorchester
Saturday March 14, 2009  - Lincoln Day Dinner Benton County Republicans combined with the Linn County Republicans at the Teen Challenge Headquarters, 31700 Fayetteville Dr., in Shedd, Oregon.  Speaker TBA. 

March 27-28, 2009 – National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW) Spring Board Meeting to be held in the Washington, D.C., area

 

Respectively submitted on January 31, 2009 by 

 

Shirley K. Douglass, Recording Secretary
Addendum

Jeff Limón’s speech can be found at http://bentongopnews.blogspot.com/2009/01/january-262009-jeff-limons-speech-to.html 
