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Next General Meeting
Benton County Republican Women 

Monday, June 25, 2007
11:30 a.m. 
New China Buffet
1720 NW 9th St., Corvallis, Oregon
Cost is $8.50 which includes lunch, beverage, and gratuity
Guests and spouses are most welcome! 

Guest Speaker: Jill Van Buren, Supervisor of the Benton County Elections Office 

Win a Free Lunch! Tickets are $1 for 1 chance or $2 for 3 chances. Our last General Meeting drawing winner was Jane Buck!

Summer Calendar for Benton County Republicans
	Tues.
	June
	19
	- 
	Juneteenth: The oldest known celebration commemorating the ending of slavery in the U.S.

	Thurs.
	June
	21
	- 
	BCR Executive Committee Meeting, 7pm at HQ

	Fri.
	June
	22
	- 
	Pledge of Allegiance recognized by Congress, 1942 & the G.I. Bill signed into law, 1944 

	Mon.
	June
	25
	- 
	Korean War began

	Mon.
	June
	25
	- 
	BCRW General Meeting, 11:30am at China Buffet

	Sat.
	June
	30
	- 
	LWV Townhall Meeting, 9:30-11:30am at Public Library 

	Mon.
	July
	02
	- 
	BCRW Board Meeting (Tentative) 

	Wed.
	July
	04
	- 
	INDEPENCENCE DAY & GOP 4th of July Pancake Breakfast & Yard Sale, 8am-Noon at HQ 

	Thur.
	July
	05
	- 
	NO Central Committee Meeting for July

	Sat.
	July
	14
	- 
	Philomath Frolic Parade (The Philomath Frolic runs July 12-15)

	Thur.
	July
	19
	- 
	Filing deadline for Sept 18 Election (if held) 

	Thur.
	July
	19
	- 
	BCR Executive Committee Meeting, 7 pm at HQ 

	Mon. 
	July
	23
	- 
	BCRW Summer Potluck & Meeting, 11:30 am at Charline King’s home

	Wed.-Sun.
	Aug.
	01-05
	- 
	Benton County Fair (BCRW will cover one day) 

	Thurs.
	Aug.
	02
	- 
	NO Central Committee Meeting (to be held at Republican Picnic) 

	Fri.
	Aug.
	03
	-
	BCRW’s day to man the Benton GOP Fair Booth

	Mon.
	Aug.
	06
	- 
	NO BCRW Board Meeting 

	Wed.
	Aug.
	08
	- 
	Annual Republican Picnic, 5pm at Lion’s Kitchen at Avery Park, main speaker Sen. Gordon Smith 

	Thurs.
	Aug.
	16
	- 
	Executive Committee Meeting 

	Mon.
	Aug.
	27
	- 
	NO BCRW General Meeting (August meeting at Fair 

	Mon. 
	Sept.
	03
	- 
	Labor Day 

	Tues.
	Sept.
	04
	- 
	BCRW Board Meeting, 10am at Maureen’s 

	Thurs.
	Sept.
	06
	- 
	Filing deadline for November 6 Election at 5pm 

	Thurs.
	Sept.
	06
	- 
	Central Committee Meeting, 7pm at HQ 

	Sun. 
	Sept.
	09
	- 
	Sept 9 Grandparents Day

	Tues.
	Sept.
	11
	- 
	Patriot Day 

	Wed.
	Sept.
	12
	- 
	Rosh Hashanah (sundown) 

	Fri. 
	Sept.
	14
	- 
	Star Spangled Banner written by Francis Scott Key, 1814 

	Mon.
	Sept. 
	17
	- 
	Constitution Day 

	Tues.
	Sept.
	18
	- 
	Local Election 

	Thurs.
	Sept.
	20
	- 
	Executive Committee Meeting 

	Sat-Sun
	Sept.
	22-23
	- 
	Fall Festival 

	Mon.
	Sept.
	24
	- 
	BCRW General Meeting, 11:30am at China Buffet with Sen. Frank Morse speaking on health care issues  NOTE: Sorry, Sen. Morse is scheduled to speak at the October meeting.

	Wed-Sun
	Sept.
	26-30
	- 
	NFRW Convention in Palm Springs, Maureen and Stella attending 

	Sat.
	Sept.
	29
	- 
	VFW Day 


Caring Corner
On June 13th, Jean Nelson’s husband, Charles, passed out and fell from his chair while he and Jean were having lunch in a Tualatin restaurant. He was taken to the hospital there with low blood pressure and a low heart rate as well as injuries sustained from the fall. Fortunately he was able to come home the following day for local out-patient care. Jean reported that he had a black eye and a very sore neck but that nothing was broken. On Sunday, their son, Dr. Jared Nelson, listened to Charles’ lungs and found that he had pneumonia. He is now on antibiotics and is feeling somewhat better. Charles will see a cardiologist on June 21st. Jean drives Charles to his appointments and she is pulling double-duty caring for Charles and managing their obligations. We extend all good thought and prayers to Charles and Jean. 

Judy Edwards’ husband Ken is doing well and he is beginning to get out and about. Judy is taking care of him 24/7 and reports that he has had no fever for about a month. Maureen notes that Ken sounds chipper. This is wonderful news for which we are very thankful! 

Barbara Goetze is now taking radiation treatments. She is trying to use her time and energy wisely and she is staying in good spirits. Let’s keep Barb in our thoughts and prayers. 

Jean Worth remains witty and well informed on political issues though she is challenged by painful osteoarthritis, vascular problems and a case of cabin fever. She does get out occasionally but not comfortably. Let’s keep positive thoughts and prayers going Jean’s way for improvement. 

Helen Ames could use some cheer so please drop by with a smile and good wishes when you can. Her address is The Regency Park Place, 2595 NE Jack London St., Room B-27. 

Lillian Smith is undergoing chemotherapy treatments and is experiencing few side-effects for which we (and she) are very grateful. We send our prayers and best wishes to Lillian.

May & June Birthdays
Wishing each of you a most wonderful birthday! 

Janet Paine

May 19th
Donna Hansen
May 21st
Heidi Neuffer

May 25th
Barbara Goetze
May 29th
Robin Brown

June 14th
Jean Mater

June 18th
Judy Edwards

June 18th
Jeannine Gay

June 28th
Shirley Pearson
June 29th 

There was no May newsletter so we apologize for some very belated birthday wishes.

Remember the Troops in Afghanistan and Iraq!
Benton County Republican Women volunteered June 13th at headquarters to send 17 boxes to our local troops. Christine Strawn heads Gift Boxes for Operation Homefront in Lebanon and Sweet Home. Marilyn Myers and Jacquie Stiles have sons serving in Iraq and they've gotten the Corvallis Church of the Nazarene involved with Operation Homefront. It was a pleasure having these ladies join us. We had a fun time. Operation Homefront will fund the postage for the boxes.

Items requested by our troops 

· Phone cards 

· Boots socks (patrolling troopers never have enough socks) 

· Newspapers 

· Magazines - sports, computer, automobiles, physical fitness and various female oriented magazines for our female troops 

· Paperback books 

· Audio cassettes/CD's,VCR/DVD movies (American standard) 

· Play Station 2 and/or Xbox 360 games 

· Handheld electronic games 

· Batteries - AAA, AA, and D sizes 

· Board games, and playing cards 

· Puzzles and crossword puzzle books 

· Sports items like baseball caps, baseballs, footballs, volley balls soccer balls, etc. 

· Powder drink mixes like Gatorade, Crystal Light-On-the-Go, snacks, and some microwavable items. (Jerky, breakfast bars, nuts, instant hot cereals, tuna in packets, crackers) 

· Eye drops 

· Home made cookies, brownies, candy 

· Basic hygiene items (tooth brushes, toothpaste, shaving cream, disposable razors, deodorant, foot powder, foot creams) 

· Sticky fly strips, rat traps 

· Feminine body wash, tampons, panty liners, shampoo, combs, brushes, hair mouse, and similar items for all races. (These items might not be adequately stocked at the PX) 

· Power converters 220 to 110 (Most units have electrical power, though it can be sporadic at times, but it is 220 and so the troops appreciate the converters.)

Items may be dropped off at Republican Headquarters for our next boxing event.
Thanks, Maureen 

Support the Troops Rallies
A rally was held on Flag Day, June 14th. Driver’s honked, waved and cheered with great enthusiasm and it was lots of fun. This days’ flag wavers were Mark Johnson, rally coordinator, Betty Robidart, Jim Coffin, Leo and Birdie Reetz, Stella Guenther, Shirley Douglass with two darling grandchildren and her son Brent, Dale Clark of Operation Homefront and PJ Hunter. 

Recent Activity Reports
Armed Forces Day Tribute 

The Armed Forces Day Celebration was held at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 19th at the Oregon National Guard Armory, 1100 NW Circle Blvd. in Corvallis, Oregon and the tribute was organized by Support Our Troops, chaired by Kay Hunnemuller. BCRW Member, Jean Nelson, served as a planner. 

The Master of Ceremonies was Lt. Colonel Lauren J. Garren, Administrative Officer for Joint Force Headquarters of the Army National Guard. The Presentation of Colors was performed by the Color Guard from Oregon State University's Army ROTC Unit. Following a sing-along of our National Anthem and the Pledge of Allegiance, Ed Cohn, Chaplain of the Corvallis Elks Lodge No. 1413, offered a prayer for the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Tribute was paid to the men and women who are serving, or who have served, in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and Merchant Marines. Additional recognition was given to "Women of War"; the members of the Army and Air Force Oregon National Guard and; to the family members of all who serve in the U.S. Military. 

A beautiful vocal solo of the "Battle Hymn of the Republic" was performed by Ellen Demarest with accompaniment by Tom Demarest. 

Lt. Col. Warren James "Jim" Purtzer, U.S. Army (Ret.) a survivor of the famous Battle of the Bulge during World War II compared conditions for soldiers in former conflicts with those of modern warriors. Had the soldiers of WWII had today's body armor he estimated that the lives of 200,000 GI's would have been saved. 

Dale Clark, Oregon Chapter President of Operation Homefront, explained the organization's commitment to the families of deployed troops, to returning wounded soldiers and those who need morale support. He announced that Operation Homefront will host a "Freedom Walk" on September 11th in Albany, Oregon. Stella Guenther led a sing-a-long as the songs of each service were played. 

Maj. Michael J. Daniels, U.S. Army professor of Military Science at Oregon State University spoke on the U.S. military campaign in Iraq and 2nd Lt. Michael Palmer of the 141 Support Battalion, 41st Brigade Combat Team of the Oregon Army National Guard informed attendees about the National Guard's peacekeeping mission in Afghanistan. 

Andrew Skaar, sophomore from Philomath High School and David Bierek, Star Scout of Boy Scout Troop 161 from Philomath played Taps. 

The Linn and Benton County Republican Women provided refreshments as a public service project. David and Carol Conklin of the Benton County Democrats provided punch. Attendees brought comfort items for gift boxes for the troops.

Report on the Republican National Committee Women’s Regional Leadership Conference 

Theme: Majority Bound: Women Building Victory
Seattle, Washington - June 1 & 2, 2007
By Stella Guenther

Joyce Waggoner, from Capitol City Republican Women’s Club, and I attended this Leadership Conference. Jo Ann Davidson, Co-Chair, Republican National Committee put together a phenomenal conference. The $45.00 fee was a bargain. The meals alone were well worth the cost of the conference. The cost of the rooms at the hotel were a bit spendy, but Joyce and I had accepted an invitation from a friend to stay at her home and the accommodations were lovely and our time together memorable. 

I am feeling like a little pep talk might be needed regarding Republican Women Conferences in general. Many of us have been in on the planning stages of a special meeting or conference and know very well the time and energy it takes to put it all together, and the cost that has to be covered by attendance. The amount of work that goes into a conference is the same no matter what the turnout is. The RNC went all out to make this a worthwhile event. The turn out from our region was 70 women. Our region includes: Alaska, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, N. Dakota, S. Dakota, Utah, Washington, Oregon, and Wyoming. Attending from Oregon were Linda Hellenthal, Sharon Schmidt, Joyce Waggoner and me (Stella). 

The speakers were some of the best I have heard and the workshops were very informative.

Planning Ahead
We have two major upcoming conventions; National Federation of Republican Women, Palm Springs, California in September, and Oregon Federation of Republican Women's Biennial, Eugene, Oregon in October. These events are designed to reward, inform, encourage, teach, and entertain. It is a fact that membership in general is decreasing throughout our nation. Republican Women are an integral part of the success of our national party and our candidates. I want to encourage you to consider attending the conferences and perhaps each one of us can find, or be a part of, the spark that will ignite the flame that originally set conservative, compassionate, intelligent women on fire for the good of OUR nation. --Stella 

Coming Up in July . . . 
4th of July Pancake Breakfast & Yard Sale
Start your Independence Day with Us
Wednesday, July 4, 2007
In the parking lot at Republican Headquarters
980 NW Circle Blvd., Corvallis, Oregon 

BREAKFAST, 8 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Pancakes with Strawberries, Blueberries and Whipped Topping or Syrup
Ham & Eggs
Coffee, Tea and Orange Juice 

$5 Adults
$3 Children under 12
3 Years and under FREE

GAMES * DOOR PRIZES * LOTS OF FUN!

YARD SALE, 8 a.m. - 12 Noon
***New this year for added fun*** 

Come and search for that special treasure! 

Do you have items you'd like to donate to the Republican Party for the sale? If so, please bring your ‘priced’ yard sale goods with a list of the items you are donating to Republican Headquarters, 980 NW Circle Blvd. by June 30th. Thank you.

Drop-off dates & times:
Tuesdays: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Wednesdays: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Thursdays: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. June 23rd: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Sat. June 30th: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Yard Sale Chair: Rich Bryant, (541) 745-5449

Philomath Frolic Parade

Ride the Benton GOP Float on July 14th!

The Benton County Republican Party is entering a float in the 54th Annual Philomath Frolic Parade, Saturday, July 14, 2007. The Kid's Parade starts at 10:15 a.m., with the Main Street Parade directly after. BCRW Members will be decorating the float on the east side of West 19th Street starting at 8 a.m. Come on out and help make the float look pretty and then ride or walk the parade route with us. 

Please join the excitement!
Contact: Stella Guenther, (541) 929-5382
Coming Up in July . . . 
BCRW Summer Potluck Picnic

Monday, July 25th
11:30 a.m.

At the lovely home of

Charline King

162 NE Azalea, Adair Village

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE:  The Summer Picnic is the kick-off of our 2nd membership drive of the year.  Please invite guests to attend this fun event & meeting.

POTLUCK: Please bring a relish plate, salad, side dish, main dish or dessert to share.

Coming Up in August . . .
Benton County Fair 
Wednesday, August 1st - Sunday, August 5th

Friday, August 3rd
is BCRW's Fair Day!
 Traditionally, the Benton County Republican Women cover the Benton County Republican Party’s Fair Booth from open to close for one day of the Fair’s run. This year the BCRW will take Friday, August 3rd. Friday’s at the Fair are generally quite busy and that’s what makes it fun! 

Please put Aug. 3rd on your calendar and be sure to volunteer for a shift!

There will be NO BCRW General Meeting on the 4th Monday of August due to Fair participation this month.
Annual Benton County Republican Picnic

[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]BENTON COUNTY



Wednesday, August 8, 2007
Lyon's Kitchen in Avery Park

5:00 p.m. Social – 6:00 p.m. Dinner

Main Speaker
Sen. Gordon Smith 

$5 Adults
$3 Children under 12
3 and under FREE 

Hamburgers, hotdogs, & beverages provided.
Please bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share.
Coming Up in September . . . 
NFRW’s 34th Biennial Convention

Palm Springs, CA

September 27-30, 2007

Maureen and Stella will be attending... anyone else want to go? It’s going to be fantastic!
Full Convention Registration includes the Opening Reception, General Sessions, Saturday and Sunday Luncheons, Workshop attendance, Credentials and Convention Welcome Bag. NOTE: This does not include admission to the Campaign School, Regents Event or Hotel Registration. 

Regular Registration begins on June 16 and ends at 12:00am EDT on Aug. 15. The regular registration fee is $360.00, minus a $5.00 discount if you register online. 

Late Registration begins on Aug. 16 and ends at 12:00am EDT on Sept. 12. Pre-registration ends on Sept. 12. The late registration fee is $435.00. There is NO online discount available during this time. 

Onsite Registration is $535. 
Please contact Maureen at (541) 752-8244 if you need more information.
Online Registration


Coming Up in October . . . 

OFRW Biennial Convention
Save-our-date: Friday, October 19 to Sunday, October 21
Place: Valley River Inn, Eugene, Oregon 
Meet: Beverly Davis, NFRW President and Saturday’s keynote speaker 
Experience: Our Friday Reception, with a lively Ragtime Jazz ensemble, accompanied by sumptuous foods and exciting people!
Be dazzled by: George H. Taylor, Oregon State Climatologist and listen to his facts on Global Warming. 
Give into the . . . infinite possibilities . . . of our OFRW Biennial Convention 
More information will be coming out soon
Gerry Briggs is serving as Chairman
Articles
Advice for Education Secretary Spellings
June 13, 2007
By Phyllis Schlafly 

Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings, please call your boss and urge him to read your May 9 speech to the National Summit on America's Silent Epidemic in Washington, DC. Your eloquence in describing the silent epidemic was exceeded only by our shock at the facts you described. 

"The dropout rate for African-American, Hispanic, and Native American students approaches 50 percent. . . . Every year nearly a million kids fail to graduate high school. . . . The United States has the most severe income gap between high school graduates and dropouts in the world." 

You exhorted us to deal with this problem because "stopping the exodus" is both a "moral imperative" and an "economic necessity." You lambasted our government's current "state of denial" and demanded "a state of acknowledgement." 

Right on, Secretary Spellings. But your own boss must be one of those in a state of denial. At the same time you were delivering your call for action, President Bush was demanding passage of the Senate immigration bill which would dump many more millions of high school dropouts in your lap. 

According to the Pew Hispanic Center, 49 percent of illegal aliens are high school dropouts, compared with 25 percent of legal immigrants, and only 9 percent of native-born Americans. 

Secretary Spellings proclaimed in her speech that "the days when you could earn a good living off the sweat of your brow are disappearing. In industries ranging from manufacturing to micro-processing, a high school diploma is the bare minimum for success." 

But that's not what corporate lobbyists are telling the Senators. The lobbyists are saying that employers need waiters and dishwashers to work in restaurants, lettuce and strawberry pickers for big agriculture, and grass-cutters and shrub-trimmers to tend our lawns. 

High-school dropouts are the kind of workers these employers want to hire. That's why employers are lobbying to legalize the up to 20 million illegals already here and also to bring in hundreds of thousands more in a guest-worker program. 

The CEOs of multinationals publicly announced their dissatisfaction with the Senate bill because it contains some feeble provisions to give some limited preference (eight years into the future) to foreigners with skills instead of giving preference to remote relatives of the illegal alien high school dropouts whom the Senate bill would legalize. 

Big business employers prefer to import foreigners who are eager for any kind of menial job. They come from countries where they have endured a poverty so severe that it is incomprehensible to even the poorest of U.S. citizens. 

Big business employers know that legalized illegals and guest-workers are willing to work long hours at sub-minimum wages. Employers know that U.S. taxpayers will supplement those low wages by the handout called the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and to pay the costs of medical care, public schooling, school lunches, housing subsidies, and dozens of other tax-paid benefits that flow to low-income workers. 

The Heritage Foundation estimates that U.S. taxpayers pay about $20,000 per year to every household headed by a high school dropout. That's even before retirement age enables the high school dropouts and their imported relatives to cash in on Social Security and Medicare. 

In her speech, Secretary Spellings coined an apt phrase and also borrowed a pertinent phrase from the immigration debate to describe urban public schools. She called them "dropout factories" and decried the fact that they have been "in the shadows for so long." 

You said it well, Secretary Spellings. It's not just illegal aliens who need to be brought out of "the shadows"; it's the scandal of forcing the taxpayers to pay an average of $10,000 per public school student even though many students are not taught how to read. 

A typical bureaucrat, Spellings' solution is to pour more taxpayers' money into the schools. But that could only address the problem of kids still in school; it does nothing for the dropouts who have given up on schooling and gone out to the streets where they get into all sorts of mischief. 

What our own high school dropouts need is a job so they can get started building a life. Instead of rewarding illegal aliens with a Z-visa to enable them to hold a job legally, Secretary Spellings should ask the Senate to authorize a Z-diploma to encourage U.S. businesses to hire our own high school dropouts. 

The primary result of the Senate immigration bill will be to provide corporations with more high school dropouts, and that's exactly what our country does not need. Secretary Spellings, when you phone President Bush, maybe he will answer if you press 2 for Spanish.
(Hat Tip: Stella) 
From a Chaplain in Iraq... 

"I recently attended a showing of "Superman 3" here at LSA Anaconda. We have a large auditorium we use for movies as well as memorial services and other large gatherings. As is the custom back in the States, we stood and snapped to attention when the National Anthem began before the main feature. All was going as planned until about three-quarters of the way through the National Anthem the music stopped. 

Now, what would happen if this occurred with 1,000 18-22 year-olds back in the States? I imagine there would be hoots, cat-calls, laughter, a few rude comments, and everyone would sit down and call for a movie. Of course, that is. if they had stood for the National Anthem in the first place. 

Here, the 1,000 Soldiers continued to stand at attention, eyes fixed forward. The music started again The Soldiers continued to quietly stand at attention. And again, at the same point, the music stopped. 

What would you expect to happen? Even here I would imagine laughter as everyone sat down and expected the movie to start. 
Here, you could have heard a pin drop. Every Soldier stood at attention. 

Suddenly there was a lone voice, then a dozen, and quickly the room was filled with the voices of a thousand Soldiers... 

'And the rockets red glare, the bombs bursting in air, gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave, o'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?' 

It was the most inspiring moment I have had here in Iraq. I wanted you to know what kind of Soldiers are serving you here. 

====================
Written by Chaplain Jim Higgins on 5/14/07. LSA Anaconda is at the Balad Airport in Iraq, north of Baghdad
(Hat tip: Pat W.)
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Potluck Suggestions:





A thru D: Hor D’oeuvres (Chips, dips, finger foods, pickles, olives, etc.)





E thru O: Desserts (Suggest no cream desserts)





P thru Z: Salads (Ice trays will be provided)
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