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Adult 
 

Historiography 
 

Gabor S. Boritt, ed., The Historian’s Lincoln: Pseudohistory, Psychohisotry, and History 
[University of Illinois Press, 1988] 
Merrill O. Peterson, Lincoln in American Memory [Oxford University Press, 1994] 
Barry Schwartz, Abraham Lincoln and the Forge of National Memory [University of 
Chicago Press, 2000] 
 

Biographies 
 
David Herbert Donald, Lincoln [Simon & Schuster, 1995] 
Richard E. Carwardine, Lincoln: A Life of Purpose and Power [Knopf, 2006] 
William E. Gienapp, Abraham Lincoln and Civil War America [Oxford, 2002] 
Allen C. Guelzo, Abraham Lincoln: Redeemer President [Eerdmans, 1999] 
Carl Sandberg, Abraham Lincoln: The Prairie Years and the War Years, one volume 
edition [Harcourt, Brace & Company, 1982] 
 

Lincoln’s Life to 1860 
 

William Lee Miller, Lincoln’s Virtues: An Ethical Biography [Knopf, 2002] 
Kenneth Winkle, The Young Eagle: The Rise of Abraham Lincoln [Taylor Trade, 2001] 
David Zarefsky, Lincoln, Douglas, and Slavery: In the Crucible of Public Debate 
[University of Chicago Press, 1990] 
 

Election & Presidency 
 
Lawanda Cox, Lincoln and Black Freedom [University of South Carolina Press, 1981] 
David Herbert Donald, “We Are Lincoln Men”: Abraham Lincoln and His Friends 
[Simon & Schuster, 2003] 
Daniel Mark Epstein, Lincoln’s Men – The President and His Private Secretaries 
[Collins, 2009] 
Daniel Farber, Lincoln’s Constitution [University of Chicago Press, 2003] 
Allen C. Guelzo, Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation: The End of Slavery in America 
[Simon & Schuster, 2004] 
Doris Kearns Goodwin, Team of Rivals [Simon & Schuster, 2005] 
Howard Jones, Abraham Lincoln and a New Birth of Freedom: The Union and Slavery in 
the Diplomacy of the Civil War [University of Nebraska Press, 1999] 
Phillip Shaw Paludan, The Presidency of Abraham Lincoln [University Press of Kansas, 
1994] 
David M. Potter, Lincoln and His Party in the Secession Crisis [Louisiana State 
University Press reprint, 1996] 



James Rawley, Abraham Lincoln and a Nation Worth Fighting For [Harlan Davidson, 
1996] 
 

Lincoln as Writer/Orator 
 
Gabor Boritt, The Gettysburg Gospel [Simon & Schuster, 2006] 
Waldo Bradon, Abraham Lincoln, Public Speaker [Louisiana State University Press, 
reprint, 1993] 
John A. Corry, Lincoln at Cooper Union: The Speech That Made Him President [Xlibris, 
2003] 
Harold Holzer, Lincoln at Cooper Union: The Speech That Made Abraham Lincoln 
President [Simon & Schuster, 2004] 
Ronald C. White, Jr., Lincoln’s Greatest Speech: The Second Inaugural [Simon & 
Schuster, 2002] 
Ronald C. White, Jr., The Eloquent President: A Portrait of Lincoln Through His Words 
[Random House, 2005] 
Garry Wills, Lincoln at Gettysburg: The Words That Remade America [Simon & 
Schuster, 1992] 
Douglas L. Wilson, Lincoln’s Sword: The Presidency and Power of Words [Random 
House, 2006] 
 

Civil War & Reconstruction 
 
William C. Harris, “With Charity for All”: Lincoln and the Reconstruction of the Union 
[University of Kentucky Press, 1997] 
William C. Harris, Lincoln’s Last Months [Belknap Press, 2004] 
Jeffery Wert, The Sword of Lincoln: The Army of the Potomac [Simon & Schuster, 2005] 
 

Assassination & Funeral 
 
William Hanchett, The Lincoln Murder Conspiracies [University of Illinois Press, 1983] 
Michael Kaufman, American Brutus [Random House, 2005] 
Edward Steers, Jr., Blood on the Moon: The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln 
[University of Kentucky Press, 2001] 
James L. Swanson, Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer [William 
Morrow/Avon, 2006] 
Scott D. Trostel, The Lincoln Funeral Train [Cam-Tech Publishing, 2002] 
 

Young Readers 
 

Grades K – 2 
 

Martha Brenner,  Abe Lincoln’s Hat [Random House, 1994] 
Cheryl Harness, Young Abe Lincoln: The Frontier Days, 1809-1837 [National 
Geographic, 1996] 



Cheryl Harness, Abe Lincoln Goes to Washington, 1837-1865 [National Geographic, 
1997] 
Stephen Krensky, Abe Lincoln and the Muddy Pig [Aladdin, paper, 2002] 
Ann Turner, Abe Lincoln Remembers [Harper Collins, 2001] 
Karen Winnick, Mr. Lincoln’s Whiskers [Boyds Mills, 1996] 
Kay Winter, Able Lincoln: The Boy Who Loved Books [Simon & Schuster, 2003] 
 

Grades 3 – 5 
 
Laurie Halse Anderson, Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving [Simon 
& Schuster, 2002] 
Jennifer Armstrong, A Three-Minute Speech: Lincoln’s Remarks at Gettysburg [Aladdin, 
2003] 
Raymond Bial, Where Lincoln Walked [Walker, 1997] 
Kenneth C. Davis, Don’t Know Much About Abraham Lincoln [Harper Trophy, paper, 
2004] 
Stacia Deutsch and Rhody Cohon, Lincoln’s Legacy [Aladdin, paper, 2005] 
Patricia Polacco, Pink and Say [Philomel, 1994] 
Connie Roop, Grace’s Letter to Lincoln [Hyperion, paper, 1998] 
George Sullivan, Abraham Lincoln [Scholastic, 2000] 
Shelley Tanaka, A Day That Changed America: Gettysburg: The Legendary Battle and 
the Address That Inspired a Nation [Hyperion, 2003] 
Elizabeth Van Steenwyk, When Abraham Talked to the Trees [Eerdmans, 2000] 
 

Grades 6 – 8 
 
Russell Freedman, Lincoln: A Photobiography [Clarion, 1987] 
James Cross Giblin, Good Brother, Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth & John 
Wilkes Booth [Clarion, 2005] 
Harold Holzer (compiled and edited by), Abraham Lincoln, The Writer: A Treasury of 
His Greatest Speeches and Letters [Boyds Mills, 2000] 
Harold Holzer, The President is Shot! The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln [Boyds 
Mills, 2004] 
Albert Marrin, Commander In Chief: Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War [Dutton, 2003] 
Jim Murphy, The Long Road to Gettysburg [Clarion, 1992] 
Anna Myers, Assassin [Walker, 2005] 
Andrea Davis Pinkney, Abraham Lincoln: Letters from a Slave Girl [Winslow, 2001] 
Maureen Stack Sappey, Letters from Vinnie [Front Street, 1999] 
George Sullivan, Picturing Lincoln: Famous Photographs That Popularized the 
President [Clarion, 2000] 
G. Clifton Wisler, Mr. Lincoln’s Drummer [Puffin, paper, 1995] 
 

Audio/Video 
 
A. Lincoln and Me, video, PreK-3 [Nutmeg Media, 2005] 
Abraham Lincoln, K – 2 [Schlessinger Media, 2003] 



Just a Few Words, Mr. Lincoln: The Story of the Gettysburg Address, video [Weston 
Woods, 1999] 
Pink and Say, video [Spoken Arts, 1995] 
 

Young Adults 
 

Grades 7 – 10 
 
M. Kay DuPont, Loving Mr. Lincoln: The Personal Diaries of Mary Todd Lincoln [Jedco 
Press, 2003] 
Richard Slotkin, Abe: A Novel [Henry Holt & Co., 2000] 
 
Grades 7 – 12 
 
David Herbert Donald, Lincoln at Home: Two Glimpses of Abraham Lincoln’s Domestic 
Life [Simon & Schuster, 2000] 
Albert Marrin, Commander in Chief: Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War [Dutton 
Children’s Books, 1997] 
Roy Meredith, Mr. Lincoln’s Camera Man: Mathew B. Brady [Dover Publications, 1974] 
Doris Kearns Goodwin, Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln 
[Simon & Schuster, 2005] 
Thomas Keneally, Abraham Lincoln [Lipper/Viking, 2003] 
James L. Swanson, Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer [William 
Morrow/Avon, 2006] 
 

A special thank you for these suggested readings: 
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