Benton County Republican Women General Meeting of March 26, 2007


The meeting was opened by President Maureen Russian at 12:00 noon.  


Stella Guenther gave the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  


The following members and guests were welcomed: Stella Guenther, Immediate Past President and current District Director; Sharon Schmidt, OFRW leadership Chairman; Former Past Presidents, Sharon Heacock, Donna Hansen, and Jean Nelson.; Reece Hrizuk, Secretary  of the OSU College Republicans;  Rockne Roll, Vice President and Outreach Chairman  of the OSU College Republicans;  Linda Bartcher, Vice President of the Linn County Republican Women; Evelyn Anderson, President of the Umpqua Valley Republican  Women; Janet Hendricks,  PCP of Alsea; and visitors Feng Hrizuk, and Connie Herbert. 


Jane Buck won the free lunch drawing.


Program Chairman, Jane Buck introduced our guest speaker, Linda Hellenthal, Past President of OFRW; who presented the Razzle Dazzle Road Show by the Oregon Federation of Republican Women.   Linda gave us a seventeen page booklet, the purpose of which is to help local clubs be as successful as possible by taking the NFRW information to them.


The following are the headings for each section and the points that can be earned towards our awards program: 

1. Any event put on by the Republican Women’s Clubs should be put into a news release for print media and include a clear, sharp, action photo.  This section gives specific guidelines for photos and news releases. 

2. The goal for the Caring for America Award is to energize state and local clubs, attract new members, retain current members, provide positive public relations, and register new Republicans by working in the community and showing that Republican women do care.

3. Fund Raising Tips --This entire page gave a list of ideas with everything from a Spring Fashion Show to a garage sale.

4. This heading in the booklet enumerates the “personality types” of each member that can be utilized in various club duties.  It is headed by the statement, “All Republican Women are Leaders.”

5. The “One Plus One” program is to motivate each member of our club to be active in the recruitment of new members.  It encourages us to invite a friend or acquaintance to come with us to a meeting.  Remember, every member recruited makes each organization stronger and strengthens our voice at the local, state, and national levels!
6. American Competitiveness Initiative Act was introduced by President Bush in his State of The  Union  speech in the year 2006.  Republican women need to find ways to support bills in our state and national legislation that encourage our young  people to achieve advanced college degrees and advanced training  that will keep us competitive with other countries. In addition, there is the Senate’s Protecting America’s Competitive Edge Act.

7. Another page highlighted the difference between Republicans and Democrats.

8. This page emphasized the NFRW Grassroots Advocacy Program with a Step-by-Step Guide to give our club guidelines to becoming actively involved in getting important issues addressed by government entities.

Business Meeting


President Maureen asked for corrections or additions to the minutes of the last meeting.  The minutes were accepted as posted. 


Evelyne Hendrix gave the Treasure’s Report.  There is a balance of $9, 462.15 as of 

March 26, 2007.  We have forty-two members and eight associate members.  See attached report.  She reported that Vern Bowlby will do the audit of our bank account in the near future.


Legislative reports will be sent on line by Juanita Lamley.


New Business: 


President Maureen introduced our new Second Vice President, P.J. Hunter.


P. J. Hunter gave a brief description of a troops support organization which, as one of their worthwhile services to the Troops, supplies voice-activated laptop computers to soldiers with severe arm and hand injuries.   She presented the recommendation of the BCRW Board of Directors that the Club make a $50 donation now to Soldier’s Angels for “Project Valour-IT”, table discussion for this meeting due to time constraints and then return to the topic at a future meeting with regard to making additional contributions.  The motion was made and approved by a unanimous vote.
Announcements


Charles Wiley, of Accuracy in Media fame, will be our guest speaker at the Tuesday, April 17th, District Director’s Meeting which will include four clubs.  The time has been changed to 11:00 am for eating lunch and then Mr. Wiley will speak at 12:00 noon.  Our business meeting will be held from 1:00 to 

1:30 pm after the guest speaker.  This will take the place of our April 23rd meeting.  


Stella Guenther is resigning from her District IV Director’s position at the end of this year because she is now the chairman of the OFRW 100% Club.  She is encouraging our members to consider running for this office because it has been a worthwhile office to hold and the ladies in the four clubs are wonderful.  “You come away from each meeting with a sense of contribution, gaining new ideas to share, and knowing that Republican Women are the Life, Strength and Faith Builders of the Republican Party.”


Jean Nelson announced that our “Support the Troops” group will honor our Veterans at 1:00 pm on Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 19, 2007, at the National Guard Armory.  There will be good speakers and everyone is invited.


Central Committee Meeting is April 5, 2007. There will be a reception for the 509J School Board candidates at 6:30 pm and then the candidates will speak about their views and why they are running..


Please see your FYI page for information about club member’s health updates and other scheduled community meetings and announcements. 


The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 pm.


Respectfully submitted on March 29, 2007 by,


Shirley K. Douglass, Recording Secretary 
