Minutes of the General Meeting & Elections
Benton County Republican Women
November 26, 2007

Call to Order 
The meeting was called together by President Maureen Russian at 12:00 noon. Stella Guenther gave the invocation and led us in the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag. President Maureen Russian welcomed Immediate Past President and current District IV Director, Stella Guenther; Central Committee Chairman, John Bell; Former Past Presidents: Sharon Heacock, Donna Hansen, and Jean Nelson. She also welcomed Reece Hrizuk, President of the Oregon College Republicans, and Jean Mater longtime member, who will host our annual Christmas Potluck at her home. 

Myrna Bell won the free lunch from raffle drawing. 

President Russian asked that we begin the meeting with our business meeting. There were no objections.

New Business 
Donna Hansen, Nominating Committee, thanked Jean Nelson and Myrna Bell for working on the committee, and she thanked the present officers for their service to our club. She then presented the new slate of officers for the years 2008-2009.
President---Louise Copes
First Vice President---Jane Buck
Second Vice President---PJ Hunter
Recording Secretary---Shirley Douglass
Assistant Recording Secretary---Whitney Lindquist
Corresponding Secretary---Anita Crow
Treasurer---Nancy Davis
Assistant Treasurer---Judy Edwards
President Maureen Russian asked for nominations of candidates from the floor and there were none. Jean Nelson made the motion and it was seconded, that we accept the slate as presented. President Maureen asked for discussion. Since there was no comment, she asked for our vote to accept the slate of officers as recommended by the nominating committee. The vote followed and was passed by unanimous agreement of all. 

A discussion ensued regarding changing January’s general meeting from the fourth Monday to the third Monday of the month or a different day in the fourth week of each month because our newly elected president has a prior commitment on that day of the month. However, our vice president would not be able to attend the meeting. A motion was made and seconded that we have January’s 2008 general meeting on the fourth Thursday which would be the twenty-fourth. The vote passed by unanimous agreement. This cannot be a regular date because other groups use our meeting room at the New China Buffet. The fourth Monday of the month is written into our by-laws and would require a change of our by-laws if we accepted the change of meeting times. The discussion was tabled. We will continue to meet at the New China Buffet in 2008 until we can find another meeting place that can accommodate our group on the day of the week that we want. 

Jean Nelson described the new trailer for use by the Benton County GOP and our club. She explained that the cost of the lumber for the construction was $1,200.00. Since our club benefits from the use of the trailer as a stage or a parade float, she requested that the club pay for part of the cost. Jean Mater made the motion and it was seconded that our club contribute $500.00 toward the expense of the trailer. The motion was carried by an unanimous vote. A question arose as to why this expense had not been written into the budget. Evelyne Hendrix, our treasurer, assured us that this could be considered a miscellaneous expense for this year. 

Stella Guenther presented four children’s books available for purchase and distribution at nine dollars each. Their names are Woodrow the Whitehouse Mouse, Woodrow for President, House Mouse -Senate Mouse, and Little Miss Patriot, and they are written for the beginning of the third grade level. Stella wants our club to purchase six of each of the books to sell as a fund raiser. The present retail price is seventeen dollars and ninety-five cents which is the price that we would set. In addition we could give copies to the Benton County Public Library and the public schools. Stella made the motion and it was seconded, that we take these on as a fund raising project with the possibility of putting them into the public schools and the public library. The motion passed by unanimous agreement. 

Evelyne Hendrix gave the treasurer’s report. Our club has a balance of $6,187.12 after expenses. See attached copy. We have forty-four members and eleven associate members. President Maureen requested questions or corrections. There were none, so the report will be filed for audit. 

Our minutes of the last meeting were posted on our web site. President Maureen asked for corrections or changes. Since there were none, the minutes stood as posted. 

Evelyne Hendrix made a motion and it was seconded as recommended by the board that we donate fifty dollars to each of two projects: (1) Project Progress, which is a program administered through the school district, to help the children of homeless parents enter and stay in the public schools and (2) The Philomath Food Bank. 

Evelyne Hendrix presented the new budget for 2008. See attached report. PJ Hunter made the motion and it was seconded that we accept the budget as presented. The motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

Stella Guenther presented information regarding a Constitution Hall Center to be named after Ross Conklin who was a long time member of the Benton County Republican Party. It will take about $2000.00 in donations to form a 501-C 3 Inc. If everyone donated just $5.00, it would happen. Since it was his wish, his sons are in agreement with the plan. We have to establish a board and find a place to set it up. 

Stella announced that we have Christmas wreaths and swags ready to sell at headquarters. And we have many more wreaths that need to be decorated with cut greens. We also have various greens and holly that need to be dipped with preservatives. Everyone’s help would be appreciated. This project should be finished by about December 6, 2008.

Program: Reports of Officers and Committee Chairpersons
Due to the length of our program, President Maureen Russian deferred her report and will send her report to everyone on e-mail [Report precedes these minutes]. 

Jane Buck, First Vice President who is Program and Membership Chairman, enumerated our guest speakers over this past year. 

PJ Hunter reported on our newsletter and our web site. 

Stella Guenther, Public Relations Chairman, reported that our club won first place in the state in the OFRW “Caring for America” category. Our state federation also competes with all the states in the union and it won Second Place.

Old Business 
Sharon Heacock has the books for the Mamie Eisenhower Library donation and she will present them at the Christmas Potluck on December 17, 2008. 

Please bring “gently used,” career style clothing, in all sizes to the December meeting for donation to Altrusa Club.

Announcements 
Benton County Central Committee Chairman, John Bell announced that our Christmas Dinner is on December 13, at 6:00 p.m.
Next Meeting 
BCRW December Pot Luck and Installation of new officers will be December 17, at 12:00 noon at the home of Jean Mater. 

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, on December 5, 2007 by,
Shirley K. Douglass
Recording Secretary
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