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Next General Meeting
Monday, November 26, 2007
The New China Buffet
1720 NW Ninth Street
Corvallis, Oregon
11:30 a.m. 
(Cost is $8.50 which includes luncheon, beverage, and gratuity)
Guests and spouses are most welcome!

Officers and Committee Chairs will give reports and the election of new officers will be held.

Calendar for Benton County Republicans
	Thurs.
	Nov.
	22
	-
	Thanksgiving!

	Mon.
	Nov.
	26
	-
	BCRW General Meeting with Committee Reports & Election of Officers, 11:30am at New China Buffet

	Sun.
	Dec.
	02
	-
	First Sunday of Advent

	Mon.
	Dec.
	03
	-
	BCRW Board Meeting, 10am at Maureen’s

	Wed.
	Dec.
	05
	-
	First Day of Hanukkah

	Thurs.
	Dec.
	06
	-
	Benton GOP Christmas Dinner Meeting (Date Tentative, details TBA)

	Fri.
	Dec.
	07
	-
	National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

	Mon.
	Dec.
	17
	-
	BCRW Potluck Christmas Party, 11:30am at the home of Jean Mater

	Tues.
	Dec.
	25
	-
	Christmas!

	Tues.
	Dec
	31
	-
	New Years’ Eve


 “Free Lunch” Drawings 

1 chance for $1 or 3 chances for $2

The October winner was Stella Guenther
November Birthdays

Wishing each of you a very happy birthday!
Betty Malin (Associate), Nov. 18th 

Debbie Allen, Nov. 26th  
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Caring Corner
Let’s all make sure we brighten up Helen Ames Thanksgiving and Christmas with a card or visit.  Helen resides at The Regency Park Place at 2595 NE Jack London St., Corvallis, OR 97330.  Don’t forget to put her on your Christmas card list.
As we noted last month, Ann Lincoln lost her husband. Russell.  Holiday cards for Ann would be so nice.  Her address is 7 NW Edgewood Dr, Corvallis, OR 97330.

The Los Angeles Federation of Republican Women ask that we add this address to our Christmas Card lists as well:
A Recovering American Soldier
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW
Washington,D.C.20307-5001
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Order your Benton County Republican Women's Club’s

Christmas Wreath or Swag Now!
(Order deadline has been extended)
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Our Christmas wreaths and swags are made of fresh Douglas and Noble Fir with mixed evergreens, pinecones, a lovely large bow and more. No two are alike. These beautiful wreaths and swags will add the perfect touch to your holiday décor! Call Republican Headquarters to reserve your wreath or swag, (541) 754-9155.  You may pick up your order at HQ, 980 NW Circle Blvd. (behind Citizens Bank) weekdays Nov. 26 - 30.  Swags are $15 and Wreaths are $20.
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Support the Troops Rallies
It's a beautiful sight to see a long line of USA flags billowing in the wind along the street with enthusiastic supporters waving signs and drivers honking wildly in response!  If you’d like to participate in the rallies, please call Republican Headquarters at (541) 754-9155 and request to have your name added to rally coordinator, Mark Johnson's ‘call list’ for announcements.  The rallies are usually held at 9th and Circle Blvd. and occasionally at the Armory, 1100 NW Kings Blvd., between 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.
Remember the Troops in Afghanistan and Iraq!
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Let's help keep our deployed troops supplied with comfort items from home!  Once again, here is the expanded list of items we will include in gift boxes for our next boxing party.  

Items requested by our troops 

· Phone cards 

· Boots socks (patrolling troopers never have enough socks) 

· Newspapers 

· Magazines - sports, computer, cars & automotive, physical fitness and various female oriented magazines for our female troops 

· Paperback books 

· Audio cassettes/CD's, VCR’s and DVD movies (American standard) 

· Play Station 2 or  Xbox 360 games 

· Handheld electronic games 

· Batteries - AAA, AA, and D sizes 

· Board games, and playing cards 

· Puzzles and crossword puzzle books 

· Sports items like baseball caps, baseballs, footballs, volley balls soccer balls, etc. 

· Powder drink mixes like Gatorade, Crystal Light-On-the-Go, snacks, and some microwavable items. (Jerky, breakfast bars, nuts, instant hot cereals, tuna in packets and crackers) 

· Eye drops 

· Home made cookies, brownies, candy 

· Basic hygiene items (tooth brushes, toothpaste, shaving cream, disposable razors, deodorant, foot powder, foot creams) 

· Sticky fly strips, rat traps 

· Feminine body wash, tampons, panty liners, shampoo, combs, hairbrushes, hair mouse, and similar items for all races. (These items might not be adequately stocked at the PX) 

· Power converters 220 to 110 (Most units have electrical power, though it can be sporadic at times) 
Last Meeting

Minutes of the General Meeting
Benton County Republican Women
October 22, 2007

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by President Maureen Russian. She welcomed Past President and current District Director, Stella Guenther; Central Committee Chairman, John Bell; Former Past Presidents: Sharon Heacock, and Donna Hansen. In addition she introduced Reece Hrizuk, President of the Oregon College Republicans, and visitors Christine Leckington, Pat Clark, Don Davis, Bill Fryer, and Mr. Sandy McHenry.

Speakers Regarding Tax Measure 
President Maureen introduced our first speaker Ann Schuster, a school board member, who explained why she is for the Benton County, Local Option Tax-Measure 02-64. She outlined seven points that the responsible voter needs to know and then left a chart and her outline at the back table. This measure is to be discussed in a forum sponsored by the Women’s League of Voters before Election Day. 

John Detweiler, an associate member of our club and Treasurer of the Benton County Republican Central Committee, gave the opposing arguments on the measure. He admonished us to go to the web site or read a copy of the current city budget and research as to why there are budget cuts in staffing in many areas and whether an increase in staff will really make a difference to justify an increase in taxes.

Main Speaker 
Jane Buck introduced our primary speaker, Senator Frank Morse who was born in Lebanon, OR. He has a bachelor’s degree from Northwest Christian College, and a Master’s Degree from OSU. After graduation he started Morse Brother’s business and later Environmental Inc. He is a member of the Chamber of Commerce, The Boy’s and Girl’s club, and he serves on the board of Samaritan Health Services, and the Senate Interim Committee on Universal Healthcare Reform. His theme is “Building Strong Communities.” Jane encouraged us to go to his web site to read about his health plan. 

He surveyed those present regarding six concepts that seem to be the prevailing attitude of the majority of the public. We had a choice of responding in each one of three following positive, neutral, or negative. Out of seven questions, three received a unanimous positive response: 

· We all agreed that we need health care reform in order to have lower costs with greater access. 

· We all agreed that we do not want universal health care run by the government. 

· We all agreed that healthcare costs have reached beyond people’s means to pay for it.

A thirty member commission called the Senate Access and Affordability Healthcare Commission has already set into motion Senate Bill 329 which will lead us to health care reform. The preliminary bill will come out in February, for the Interim Legislative session and the final product will be sent out by October, 2008, to the Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House. Hopefully it will be introduced into the 2009 legislative session. Senator Morse places a lot of confidence in the commission. 

The primary objective of this bill is to achieve access to a plan with affordable universal coverage for everyone with 100% access, versus what we have now which is ineffective universal health care. The goal is access with no waiting time for preexisting conditions and an efficient way to adjust for the risks with an accountable health care program. Those that want more comprehensive health care can buy additional supplemental plans. Cost shifting within the system will be necessary in order to compensate for the indigent and for those who cannot pay, which is already being done under our present system. (Medicare writes off millions of dollars for those two groups, and we pay for these groups in ways that we do not realize.) We must develop a benefits plan that would be required for all third party providers which will allow for greater competition using accountable health care plans. Medicare is an example of a “single payer system.” Every person will start at the same basic level. The funding will come from public and private payroll taxes. At this time, it is not clear as to how equitable this method will be for small businesses. 

Our state plan will be administered by a seven member board which functions through a variety of subcommittees. He listed the following subcommittees: Federal Law, Financing, Healthcare Reform, Health Service Delivery, Policy Research, Eligibility, and Enrollment, Schedule of Benefits. The subcommittees have examined the cost of administrating Medicare compared to the cost of administration of commercial insurance by an independent contractor. The legislators will ensure that the plan will be responsible to Oregonians, to the extent that it will be written into the bill. No special interest groups would be allowed. Medicare will be involved with wavers for Medicaid. Medicare squeezes down the rates that it will pay and forces the balance of charges on the private sector providers. Finally the doctors cannot charge the usual rates and some doctors and clinics have to refuse to accept Medicare patients. The general consensus is that there can be no health care reform without addressing Medicare reform. It will be very difficult for the states to become involved because the Federal Government holds all the purse strings. 

The committee has set up some guide lines to define who will receive benefits from the state plan which includes the classification for those receiving the benefit. A person must be a legal resident of Oregon having lived here for at least three months; however, the plan will not follow the patient to another state or out of the country. 

The final plan will be administered by independent, “for profit” contractors. The cost for the state to administer the plan will be 1.8 % of the budget. 

Presently they are examining the Colorado State Health Care Plan (which is one of the ten states that the commission is investigating) as well as the SAIF System ,(a non-profit group), here in Oregon, as models for developing our state health care system. The Colorado report just came out and is worthy of analysis. You may review the Colorado plan by using the web site: www.colorado.gov/208commision. 

He urged us to hear or see former Governor Kitzhaber’s presentation on state healthcare. 

Business Portion of the Meeting
The minutes of our last meeting were posted on our web site. There were no changes or objections so the minutes stand as posted. 

Evelyne Hendrix gave the treasure’s report as prepared by Assistant Treasure, Nancy Davis. Our club had a balance of $6,611.41 as of September 24, 2007. After expenses, the balance as of October 22, 2007 is $6,205.66. We have forty-three members and 11 associate members. See attached report. 

The Executive Board made a recommendation that we make a donation of $50.00 to the family of Andrew Rounds who was a veteran the Iraq War and died recently from Leukemia. P.J. Hunter made the motion that the Benton County Republican Women contribute $50.00 to the family of Andrew Rounds to help with expenses. It was approved by unanimous vote. 

After an explanation to the membership regarding the increase of the NFRW and the OFRW dues increase, Evelyne Hendrix made the motion to increase our dues by three dollars as recommended by the board. The member dues for 2008 will be $30.00 and associate member will be $25.00. The motion was approved by a unanimous vote.

Announcements 

· Stella Guenther presented three new books for children, that are in the book stores now, that teaches them about government. 

· She also informed us that our club will have a float in the OSU Homecoming Parade and all are welcome to help decorate and ride on the float. 

· The float will also be decorated for the Veterans Day Parade on November 10, in Albany and all members are welcome to decorate and ride the float.

Next Meeting 
The next General Meeting of the Benton County Republican Women will be held on Monday, November 26, 2007 at New China Buffet. Reports will be given by officers and standing committee chairs and an election will be held for 2008-2009 Officers. President Maureen Russian will report on the recent national and state biennial conventions. 

Respectfully submitted on November 5, 2007 by,
Shirley K. Douglass
Recording Secretary 

Recent Meetings & Events
Thursday, Nov. 1st: Benton County Republican Central Committee Meeting 

Jeff Kropf, Radio talk show host and former State Representative was the guest speaker. His topics included: How to Fix What’s Wrong with the Republican Party, Measure 49 and Americans for Prosperity of which Mr. Kropf is Director of the Oregon Chapter.  He talked about Republicans losing their focus prior to the 2006 General Election, falling into one-ups-man-ship rather than statesmanship, arrogance rather than reverence for the trust the voters had placed in them and he included himself in his assessment.  He complimented Sen. Morse, who had reached across the aisle in an attempt to set up working relationships with Democrats.  The 2007 legislative session was much improved yet he felt Republicans hit a brick wall.  Change needs to come from a two-way effort. He gave a couple examples of Congressional legislators who have been successful in finding common ground with their Democratic counterparts and the people.  He talked about Newt Gingrich’s American Solutions, of which Americans for Prosperity, a new organization hoping to bring about change, is aligned.  Mr. Kropf apologized for going over his time limit, and a member of the audience asked him to keep going.  He spoke for an hour and a half and attendees wanted more.  His message was heartening, instructive and, as always, Jeff Kropf is very entertaining.  Halleluiah! 
Saturday, November 10: Albany’s Veterans Day Parade 
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The Central Committee’s of Benton County and Linn County participated in the Parade with a float entry.  Linn County Republicans supplied candy to pass out. Jean Nelson served as Veterans Day Events Chair.  BCRW members pre-decorated the float in parts that went up easily the morning of the parade for a fully decorated float in short order with lots of helpers!  Representative Andy Olson and his wife, Pam, walked with the float and a contingent of volunteers passed out candy.  The float was packed with enthusiastic riders who were eager to let veterans know how much they are honored and loved.  Dale Clark, President of Operation Homefront Oregon, skillfully pulled the float with Rep. Olson’s handsome red truck. The weather was perfect for this fantastic parade.  The theme was “Veterans Give Us Freedom.”
Wreath & Swag Workshops are in progress

If you’d like to help decorate wreaths and swags, a BCRW fundraiser, please call Republican Headquarters, (541) 754-9155, for Nov. 26-30 workshop schedule.  The more the merrier!
Next Meeting
Monday, November 26: BCRW General Meeting & Elections 

Officers and committee chairs will give reports and the Election of Officers for 2008-2009 will be held. The meeting will take place at New China Buffet, 1720 NW 9th Street. Luncheon starts at 11:30 a.m. and the meeting starts at 12 Noon. Cost is $8.50 for the buffet, beverage and gratuity.

The Nominating Committee recommends the following slate of officers:

President:


Louise Copes

First Vice President:  

Jane Buck

Second Vice President:  
PJ Hunter

Recording Secretary:  
Shirley Douglass 
Assistant Secretary:  

Whitney Lindquist
Corresponding Secretary:  
Anita Crowe

Treasurer:


Nancy Davis

Assistant Treasurer:

Judith Edwards

Proposed Budget for 2008 (to be approved)
	
	Proposed Income
	Proposed Expenses

	Dues 43 @ $30
	$ 1,290.
	

	Associates Dues  11 @ $ 25
	275.
	

	Lincoln Day Dinner-Tickets                                
	4,800.
	

	Lincoln Day Dinner-Auction
	2,500.
	

	Jewelry Sales
	700.
	

	Dictionary Project-Donations/Sales                       
	200.
	

	Wreaths/Swags
	1.400.
	

	
	
	

	Total Proposed Income
	$ 11,165.
	

	
	
	

	Dictionary Project
	
	$ 2,000.

	OFRW Per Capita
	
	602.

	NSC and Newsletter Fee
	
	40.

	100% Club
	
	100.

	Scholarships
	
	30.

	Marion Martin Building Endowment                                                          
	
	10.

	Guest Lunches
	
	100.

	Postage/Office
	
	400.

	Jewelry Purchases
	
	500.

	Wreath/Swags                                                                                            
	
	600.

	Lincoln Day Dinner                                                                                 
	
	4,800.

	Registrations for Meetings                                                                          
	
	500.

	Donations
	
	500.

	Special Events
	
	450.

	Misc.                                                                                                            
	
	450.

	Auction Expenses                                                                                          
	
	83.

	Total Proposed Expenses                                                                  
	
	$ 11,165.


2008 Dues
It’s getting close to that time again!  Benton County Republican Women’s yearly dues for 2008 is $30 for a Regular Membership and $25 for an Associate Membership.  Payment is being accepted now.  Please see your application form on the cover sheet of this newsletter.  The membership year runs from January 1st to December 31st.

Coming Up

December 17:  BCRW Christmas Potluck


This festive meeting will be held at the lovely home of Jean Mater and will start at 11:30 a.m. Sharon Heacock will make the Mamie Eisenhower Library Project presentation. Please bring a potluck dish to share and enjoy a wonderful Christmas luncheon and meeting. Guests and spouses are most welcome. 

History
In 1863, as Abraham Lincoln issued his Thanksgiving Day Proclamation establishing Thanksgiving as a national annual event, occurring on the fourth Thursday of November, he said, 

"No human counsel hath devised, nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the most high God, who while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whole American people." 
We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving!
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