
The General Meeting of the Benton County Republican Women October 22, 2007 


The meeting was called to order by President Maureen Russian.  She welcomed Past President and current District Director, Stella Guenther; Central Committee Chairman, John Bell; Former Past Presidents: Sharon Heacock, and Donna Hansen.  In addition she introduced Reece Hrizuk, President of the Oregon College Republicans, and visitors Christine Leckington, Pat Clark, Don Davis, Bill Fryer, and Mr. Sandy McHenry.


President Maureen introduced our first speaker Ann Schuster, a school board member, who explained why she is for the Benton County, Local Option Tax-Measure 02-64.  She outlined seven points that the responsible voter needs to know and then left a chart and her outline at the back table. This measure is to be discussed in a forum sponsored by the Women’s League of Voters before election day. 


John Detweiler, an associate member of our club and Treasurer of the Benton County Republican Central Committee, gave the opposing arguments on the measure. He admonished us to go to the web site or read a copy of the current city budget and research as to why there are budget cuts in staffing in many areas and whether an increase in staff will really make a difference to justify an increase in taxes.


Jane Buck introduced our primary speaker, Senator Frank Morse who was born in Lebanon, OR.  He has a bachelor’s degree from Northwest Christian College, and a Master’s Degree from OSU.  After graduation he started Morse Brother’s business and later Environmental Inc.  He is a member of the Chamber of Commerce, The Boy’s and Girl’s club, and he serves on the board of Samaritan Health Services, and the Senate Interim Committee on Universal Healthcare Reform.  His theme is “Building Strong Communities.”  Jane encouraged us to go to his web site to read about his health plan.   


He surveyed those present regarding six concepts that seem to be the prevailing attitude of the majority of the public.  We had a choice of responding in each one of three following  positive, neutral, or negative. Out of seven questions, three received a unanimous positive response:

· We all agreed that we need health care reform in order to have lower costs with greater access.

· We all agreed that we do not want universal health care run by the government.

· We all agreed that healthcare costs have reached beyond people’s means to pay for it.


A thirty member commission called the Senate Access and Affordability Healthcare Commission has already set into motion Senate Bill 329 which will lead us to health care reform.  The preliminary bill will come out in February, for the Interim Legislative session and the final product will be sent out by October, 2008, to the Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House.  Hopefully it will be introduced into the 2009 legislative session.  Senator Morse places a lot of confidence in the commission.


The primary objective of this bill is to achieve access to a plan with affordable universal coverage for everyone with 100% access, versus what we have now which is ineffective universal health care.  The goal is access with no waiting time for preexisting conditions and an efficient way to adjust for the risks with an accountable health care program.  Those that want more comprehensive health care can buy additional supplemental plans.  Cost shifting within the system will be necessary in order to compensate for the indigent and for those who cannot pay, which is already being done under our present system.  (Medicare writes off millions of dollars for those two groups, and we pay for these groups in ways that we do not realize.) We must develop a benefits plan that would be required for all third party providers which will allow for greater competition using accountable health care plans.  Medicare is an example of  a “single payer system.”  Every person will start at the same basic level.  The funding will come from public and private payroll taxes.  At this time, it is not clear as to how equitable this method will be for small businesses.                 

   Our state plan will be administered by a seven member board which functions through a variety of subcommittees.  He listed the following subcommittees:  Federal Law, Financing, Healthcare Reform, Health Service Delivery, Policy Research, Eligibility, and Enrollment, Schedule of Benefits. The subcommittees have examined  the cost of administrating Medicare compared to the cost of administration of commercial insurance by an independent contractor.  The legislators will ensure that the plan will be responsible to Oregonians, to the extent that it will be written into the bill.  No special interest groups would be allowed.  Medicare will be involved with wavers for Medicaid.  Medicare  squeezes down the rates that it will pay and forces the balance of charges on the private sector providers.  Finally the doctors cannot charge the usual rates and some doctors and clinics have to refuse to accept Medicare patients.  The general consensus is that there can be no health care reform without addressing Medicare reform.  It will be very difficult for the states to become involved because the Federal Government holds all the purse strings.


The committee has set up some guide lines to define who will receive benefits from the state plan which includes the classification for those receiving the benefit.  A person must be a legal resident of Oregon having lived here for at least three months; however, the plan will not follow the patient to another state or out of the country. 


The final plan will be administered by  independent, “for profit” contractors.  The cost for the state to administer the plan will be 1.8 % of the budget.  


Presently they are examining the Colorado State Health Care Plan (which is one of the ten states that the commission is investigating) as well as the SAIF System ,(a non-profit group), here in Oregon, as models for developing our state health care system.  The Colorado report just came out and is worthy of analysis.  You may review the Colorado plan by using the web site: www.colorado.gov.\208.commision. 


He urged us to hear or see former Governor Kitzhaber’s presentation on state healthcare. 


Business Portion of the Meeting


The minutes of our last meeting were posted on our web site.  There were no changes or objections so the minutes stand as posted.


Evelyne Hendrix gave the treasure’s report as prepared by Assistant Treasure, Nancy Davis.  Our club had a balance of $6,611.41 as of September 24, 2007.  After expenses, the balance as of October 22, 2007 is $6,205.66.  We have forty-three members and 11 associate members.  See attached report.


The Executive Board made a recommendation that we make a donation of $50.00 to the family of Andrew Rounds who was a veteran the Iraq War and died recently from Leukemia.  P.J. Hunter made the motion and it was seconded that the Benton County Republican Women contribute $50.00 to the family of Andrew Rounds to help with expenses.  It was approved by unanimous vote.


After an explanation to the membership regarding the increase of the NFRW and the OFRW dues increase, Evelyne Hendrix made the motion to increase our dues by three dollars as recommended by the board.  The  member dues for 2008 will be $30.00 and associate member will be $25.00. The motion was approved by a unanimous vote.

Announcements

· 
Stella Guenther presented three new books for children, that are in the book stores now, that teaches them about government.

·    She also informed us that our club will have a float in the OSU Homecoming Parade and all are welcome to help decorate and ride on the float.

·    The float will also be decorated for the Veterans Day Parade on November 10, in Albany and all members are welcome to decorate and ride the float. 

·    The next General Meeting of the Benton County Republican Women will be held on Monday, November 26, 2007 at New China Buffet. Reports will be given by officers and standing committee chairs and an election will be held for 2008-2009 Officers. President Maureen Russian will report on the recent national and state biennial conventions.

Respectfully submitted on November 5, 2007 by,


Shirley K. Douglass


Recording Secretary 

Suggested Correction for ‘next meeting’:


The next General Meeting of the Benton County Republican Women will be held on Monday, November 26, 2007 at New China Buffet.  Reports will be given by officers and standing committee chairs and an election will be held for 2008-2009 Officers.  President Maureen Russian will report on the recent national and state biennial conventions.

