BCRW General Meeting of October 27, 2008 

President Louise Copes opened the meeting 12:00 noon. Chaplain, Charlotte Vickers led us in the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to The Flag. Officers present were: Treasurer, Nancy Davis; Assistant Treasurer, Judy Edwards; Recording Secretary, Shirley Douglass; Assistant Recording Secretary, Whitney Lindquist; Immediate Past President, Maureen Russian; Past President, Member at Large, and Public Relations Chairman, Stella Guenther. Also present were former presidents Jean Nelson and Donna Hansen. She also welcomed GOP Central Committee Chairman, John Bell.

Maureen Russian introduced our speaker, Chris Nussbaum. He is a candidate for Benton County Commissioner Position three. He told us that he has spent a lot of time, in the past three weeks, on the OSU Campus talking to students about changing job the market so that they can work in Corvallis after they graduate. His campaign is also placing adds in the OSU Barometer. He had four phone calls from Democrats asking about how he reduced property taxes in Philomath.

President Copes introduced Jean Nelson, and John Detweiler (who is running as a candidate for city council in Ward Six.) The panel members discussed the ballot measures. It was a lively discussion. Our members asked a lot of questions and there was some ambivalence towards two or three measures. Read about them before you vote in your Benton County Voters’ Guide or a guide that comes from a reliable source. 

Rick Dancer, who is a candidate for Secretary of State, has worked very hard to make his campaign non-partisan. He is in need of more funding. You can pick up an envelope for him at headquarters or make a credit card donation at his web site through “Pay Pal.” Kate Brown has been given millions to run her campaign.

We were encouraged to write letters to the editor for our local and state candidates.
Business Meeting 

President Copes introduced our visitors Ruth O’Rourke, Jane Capizee, and Trisha Graham.

She asked for additions or corrections to the minutes of the general meeting of September 22, 2008. There being none, the minutes stand approved as posted. 

The Executive Board discussed our various donations that we made at the end of last year. Donations of canned food to the Philomath Food Bank and donation of slightly used clothing to the Altrusa Closet for women who are reentering the work force. In addition we gave to the Soldier’s Angels IT (Information Technology) Program. and the Corvallis McKinney Homeless Program to the Corvallis Public Schools 509J last year. The board recommends to the membership that we continue these worthwhile donations

Treasurer, Nancy Davis, gave the treasurer’s report. We have fifty-two members and eleven associate members. We have a balance of $6,879.07. The check which was a result of our motion to pay rent to the Central Committee, was returned to us by John Detweiler, treasurer of the BC GOP Central Committee. There could be a legal conflict of by-laws. There being no other changes the report will be filed for audit.

Treasurer, Davis, recommended in the future, for our next campaign election, that the year ending before the election, we need to write in an estimated budget as near as possible for the expenses that we expect to incur. 

Public Relations Chairman Stella Guenther reported that we will begin to make buttons, as we did last year, for the Veterans Day Parade on November 11, 2008 in Albany. The new chairman of the parade will be Dale Clark who is also the State Director of Operation Home Front which helps families of deployed military. Both organizations are non-partisan.

Stella moved and it was seconded, that we allot $155.00 for the purchase of the materials to make the buttons. There being no objections, the motion passed by full agreement.

Our club will make 1000 buttons to hand out free at the Veterans Day Parade. The buttons have been very popular during the election period and we have earned some money on the sale at $1.00 per button. Making buttons for the election and this new project takes time and volunteers. We have the automatic machine and the materials for making them. We encourage ladies to volunteer to learn. It is fun and easy. 

Maureen Russian, Awards Chairman, reminded us that the buttons will count toward our awards points.

In addition we will have a float in the parade and we welcome volunteers to help decorate it. Everyone is welcome to ride on our float.
New Business 

A discussion ensued regarding when the GOP will be vacating the current headquarters at 980 Circle Blvd. We need a location for our meetings. Several members gave suggestions of various locations that rent rooms to organizations. Several ladies offered to make inquiries. 

In addition we need to find a large home to hold our Annual Christmas Potluck in December. Linda Weimer who has been volunteering in our office during the campaign, has offered her home. 

We will make Christmas Wreaths again this year. The wreaths are an allotted expenditure of $600.00. We need donations of various greens and especially holly cuttings. We also need volunteers to help dip the clippings and decorate the wreaths. Last year after buying ribbons and wreaths that are already made up with pine cones, we had a profit of $852.00.

We also have an opportunity to make Christmas buttons that read, “It is ok to say Merry Christmas.” P. J. Hunter is willing to help design it. This is another fund raiser in the making. The discussion was tabled for further debate at our next board meeting.

For Your Information 

Lu Copes and Maureen Russian went to the Fall Board Meeting in Coos Bay, OR 

Judy Edwards announced that the First Baptist Church on 9th Street and Monroe will give a free concert to honor our troops. The Albany Swing Band will play patriotic music.

Stella needs help with presentations of dictionaries that we give to Fourth Grade children in the public schools and home schooled children in Corvallis. This is a service that makes our club more visible.

We are looking for a lady who would like to join our board as a First Vice President to President Lu Copes.
Dates to Remember 

November 4, Election Day 

November 24, 2008 the Victors

December: Annual Christmas Potluck and membership drive. Date of December 15th has been suggested.

February 2009 Annual Lincoln Day Dinner

Respectfully submitted on October 27, 2008 by

 

Shirley K. Douglass, Recording Secretary

 

 
