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Next General Meeting
Benton County Republican Women 

Monday October 22, 2007
The New China Buffet
1720 NW Ninth Street
Corvallis, Oregon
(Cost is $8.50 which includes luncheon, beverage, and gratuity)
11:30 a.m. Lunch – Speaker 12:00 Noon 

Guest Speaker: State Senator Frank Morse will be speaking on "Health Care Issues in Oregon" 

Guests and spouses are most welcome! 

Last Meeting
The Monday, September 24th luncheon meeting was held at New China Buffet, 1720 NW Ninth Street in Corvallis, Oregon. Mrs. Pam Olson, Wife of Representative Andy Olson spoke on “The Role of a Legislator’s Wife.”
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Calendar for Benton County Republicans
	Wed-Sun
	Sept.
	26-30
	- 
	NFRW Convention in Palm Springs, Maureen and Stella attending 

	Thurs.
	Sept.
	27
	- 
	Opening Presentation Solutions Day

	Sat.
	Sept.
	29
	- 
	VFW Day 

	Sat.
	Sept.
	29
	- 
	Repeat Performance "Back-to-College Yard Sale, 8am-1pm at Republican HQ, Corvallis

	Sat.
	Sept.
	29
	- 
	Solutions Day Workshop

	Mon.
	Oct.
	01
	- 
	BCRW Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m. at Maureen's

	Thurs.
	Oct.
	04
	- 
	Central Committee Meeting, 6:30pm Social/7:00pm Speaker: George Taylor at HQ

	Mon.
	Oct.
	08
	- 
	Columbus Day (Observed) 

	Thurs.
	Oct.
	18
	- 
	BCRCC Executive Committee Meeting, 7pm at Republican HQ

	Fri-Sun
	Oct.
	19-21
	- 
	OFRW Biennial Convention, Valley River Inn, Eugene, Oregon 

	Mon.
	Oct.
	22
	- 
	BCRW General Meeting, 11:30 a.m. at China Buffet. Sen. Frank Morse will speak on Health Care Issues

	Sat.
	Nov.
	10
	- 
	Albany's Veterans Day Parade (We're participating with the Benton & Linn County GOP) 
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Caring Corner
Helen Ames needs our thoughts and prayers as well as visits, cards and letters which help to keep her spirits up.  Helen resides at The Regency Park Place at 2595 NE Jack London St., Corvallis, OR 97330.
Jean Mater is recovering from a broken shoulder and is getting out and about occasionally.  It was good to see her at the September 24th BCRW meeting.  Jean let’s little slow her down and we understand that she remains very involved with business and her many interests.
Barbara Goetze also attended the meeting on the 24th and it was so good to see her there.  She looks wonderful.  We offer all our continued prayers and best wishes to Barb. 
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September Birthdays

Wishing each of you a very happy birthday!
Georgann Taylor (Associate), Sept. 3rd 
Charlotte Decker (Associate), Sept. 23rd 

Evelyne Hendrix, Sept. 29th
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Remember the Troops in Afghanistan and Iraq!
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Let's help keep our deployed troops supplied with comfort items from home!  Once again, here is the expanded list of items we will include in gift boxes for our next boxing party.  

Items requested by our troops 

· Phone cards 

· Boots socks (patrolling troopers never have enough socks) 

· Newspapers 

· Magazines - sports, computer, cars & automotive, physical fitness and various female oriented magazines for our female troops 

· Paperback books 

· Audio cassettes/CD's, VCR’s and DVD movies (American standard) 

· Play Station 2 or  Xbox 360 games 

· Handheld electronic games 

· Batteries - AAA, AA, and D sizes 

· Board games, and playing cards 

· Puzzles and crossword puzzle books 

· Sports items like baseball caps, baseballs, footballs, volley balls soccer balls, etc. 

· Powder drink mixes like Gatorade, Crystal Light-On-the-Go, snacks, and some microwavable items. (Jerky, breakfast bars, nuts, instant hot cereals, tuna in packets and crackers) 

· Eye drops 

· Home made cookies, brownies, candy 

· Basic hygiene items (tooth brushes, toothpaste, shaving cream, disposable razors, deodorant, foot powder, foot creams) 

· Sticky fly strips, rat traps 

· Feminine body wash, tampons, panty liners, shampoo, combs, hairbrushes, hair mouse, and similar items for all races. (These items might not be adequately stocked at the PX) 

· Power converters 220 to 110 (Most units have electrical power, though it can be sporadic at times) 
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Support the Troops Rallies
Our thanks to Mark Johnson for coordinating the Troops rallies.  If you’d like to participate in the rallies, please call Republican Headquarters at (541) 754-9155 and request to have your name added to Mark’s ‘call list’ for announcements.  The rallies are usually held at 9th and Circle Blvd., in Corvallis between 4:30 and 5:30 p.m.
If you haven’t participated in a Support the Troops Rally lately, you might be surprised at the level of enthusiasm and respect the citizens of Corvallis are showing for the Troops through horn honks, waves and cheers.  Honestly, it feels so good to get out there and “see” the support our community gives in response to these rallies.
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Recent Activities
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We’ve had a Busy Summer!
· We assisted with the Benton GOP’s  4th of July Pancake Breakfast and Yard Sale

· We participated in the Philomath Frolic Parade, July 14th 
· We held our annual Summer Potluck Picnic and Membership Drive, July 23rd 
· We helped man the Benton GOP fair booth at the Benton County Fair, Aug. 1-5
· We volunteered to help with the Republican Picnic, August 8th 

· We participated in Operation Homefront’s Freedom Walk 2007 on September 11th 
· We contributed to and ran a Back-to-School Yard Sale, Sept. 15th
· We assisted in the Benton GOP’s booth at the Corvallis Fall Festival, Sept. 22nd & 23rd.
We made our presence known
We got our Republican message out

We helped the Benton GOP with fundraising

We supported good causes

It was a very successful summer!

Upcoming Events and Meetings
NFRW 34th Biennial Convention 

September 27-30 in Palm Springs, CA - Maureen and Stella will be attending. More than 1,500 Republican women leaders from across the nation will prepare and train for the 2008 elections during the 34th biennial convention of the National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW). Mayor Rudy Giuliani, 2008 Presidential candidate, will address convention attendees at the general session on Saturday, September, 29th. Maureen and Stella also plan to visit the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, an elective group activity offered through the convention.
September 27th & 29th: Solutions Day Presentation and Workshops 

See description of this important event in the "Special Feature" section.
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Saturday, September 29th: Repeat Performance "Back-to-College Yard Sale" 

Sponsored by the Benton GOP and OSU College Republicans. Setup begins at 6:00 a.m. at Republican HQ, 980 NW Circle Blvd., Corvallis, Oregon and the sale runs from 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. We will accept additional items for this sale through Thursday, Sept. 28th at HQ. Call PJ at (541) 752-3194 if you need to make pick-up arrangements. We offer our thanks to all who have contributed items for sale! Come check out this yard sale... you might just find a treasure or two that you'd hate to miss out on!
Thursday, October 4th: George Taylor to Speak at Central Committee Meeting
George H. Taylor, State Climatologist, Oregon Climate Service, Oregon State University will cover this topic: "Looking back at Oregon weather and climate ove the last 100 years (or so), and what that implies for the future". The Benton County Republican Central Committee meets on Thursday, October 4th at Republican Headquarters, 980 NW Circle Blvd. (behind Citizens Bank), Corvallis. A social starts at 6:30 p.m. Mr. Taylor will speak at 7:00 p.m. with business meeting to follow. All registered Republicans are encouraged to attend
.

OFRW Biennial Convention 

Friday, October 19 to Sunday, October 21 at the Valley River Inn, Eugene, Oregon - On Friday there will be a reception with a lively Ragtime Jazz ensemble, accompanied by sumptuous food and exciting people. Saturday, Beverly Davis, NFRW President, will be the keynote speaker and George H. Taylor, Oregon State Climatologist will speak on global warming. Convention Chair, Gerry Briggs, will be sending out more information soon.
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Special Feature

"Those who hammer their guns into plows will plow for those who do not." ...Thomas Jefferson

"The Unabridged Second Amendment"

By J. Neil Schulman
NRA Newsletter

 (Hat tip: Leo Reetz)

Many thanks to Leo for extracting this article


If you wanted to know all about the Big Bang, you'd ring up Carl Sagan, right? And if you wanted to know about desert warfare, the man to call would be Norman Schwartzkopf, no question about it. But who would you call if you wanted the top expert on American usage, to tell you the meaning of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution?

That was the question I asked Mr. A.C. Brocki, Editorial Coordinator of the Los Angeles Unified School District and formerly senior editor at Houghton Mifflin Publishers -- who himself had been recommended to me as the foremost expert on English usage in the Los Angeles school system. Mr. Brocki told me to get in touch with Roy Copperud, a retired professor of journalism at the University of Southern California and the author of American Usage and Style: The Consensus. A little research lent support to Brocki's opinion of Professor Copperud's expertise.

Roy Copperud was a newspaper writer on major dailies for over three decades before embarking on a distinguished seventeen-year career teaching journalism at USC. Since 1952, Copperud has been writing a column dealing with the professional aspects of journalism for Editor and Publisher, a weekly magazine focusing on the journalism field.

He's on the usage panel of the American Heritage Dictionary, and Merriam Webster's Usage Dictionary frequently cites him as an expert. Copperud's fifth book on usage, American Usage and Style: The Consensus, has been in continuous print from Van Nostrand Reinhold since 1981, and is the winner of the Association of American Publishers' Humanities Award.

That sounds like an expert to me.

After a brief telephone call to Professor Copperud in which I introduced myself but did not give him any indication of why I was interested, I sent the following letter:

July 26, 1991

Dear Professor Copperud:

I am writing you to ask you for your professional opinion as an expert in English usage, to analyze the text of the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution, and extract the intent from the text.

The text of the Second Amendment is, “A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”
The debate over this amendment has been whether the first part of the sentence, "A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State,” is a restrictive clause or a subordinate clause, with respect to the independent clause containing the subject of the sentence, "the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”

I would request that your analysis of this sentence not take into consideration issues of political impact or public policy, but be restricted entirely to a linguistic analysis of its meaning and intent. Further, since your professional analysis will likely become part of litigation regarding the consequences of the Second Amendment, I ask that whatever analysis you make be a professional opinion that you would be willing to stand behind with your reputation, and even be willing to testify under oath to support, if necessary.

My letter framed several questions about the text of the Second Amendment, then concluded:

I realize that I am asking you to take on a major responsibility and task with this letter. I am doing so because, as a citizen, I believe it is vitally important to extract the actual meaning of the Second Amendment. While I ask that your analysis not be affected by the political importance of its results, I ask that you do this because of that importance.

Sincerely,

J. Neil Schulman

After several more letters and phone calls, in which we discussed terms for his doing such

an analysis, but in which we never discussed either of our opinions regarding the Second Amendment, gun control, or any other political subject, Professor Copperud sent me the following analysis (into which I've inserted my questions for the sake of clarity):

[Copperud:] The words "A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state," contrary to the interpretation cited in your letter of July 26, 1991, constitute a present participle, rather than a clause. It is used as an adjective, modifying "militia," which is followed by the main clause of the sentence (subject "the right," verb "shall"). The right to keep and bear arms is asserted as essential for maintaining a militia.

In reply to your numbered questions:

[Schulman: (1) Can the sentence be interpreted to grant the right to keep and bear arms solely to "a well-regulated militia"?;]

[Copperud:] (1) The sentence does not restrict the right to keep and bear arms, nor does it state or imply possession of the right elsewhere or by others than the people; it simply makes a positive statement with respect to a right of the people.


[Schulman: (2) Is "the right of the people to keep and bear arms" granted by the words of the Second Amendment, or does the Second Amendment assume a preexisting right of the people to keep and bear arms, and merely state that such right "shall not be infringed"?;]
.

[Copperud:] (2) The right is not granted by the amendment; its existence is assumed. The thrust of the sentence is that the right shall be preserved inviolate for the sake of ensuring a militia.

[Schulman: (3) Is the right of the people to keep and bear arms conditioned upon whether or not a well-regulated militia is, in fact, necessary to the security of a free State, and if that condition is not existing, is the statement "the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed" null and void?;]
[Copperud:] (3) No such condition is expressed or implied.  The right to keep and bear arms is not said by the amendment to depend on the existence of a militia.  No condition is stated or implied as to the relation of the right to keep and bear arms and to the necessity of a well-regulated militia as requisite to the security of a free state.  The right to keep and bear arms is deemed unconditional by the entire sentence.

[Schulman: (4) Does the clause “A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State,” grant a right to the government to place conditions on the “right of the people to keep and bear arms,” or is such a right deemed unconditional by the meaning of the entire sentence?:]

[Copperud:] (4) The right is assumed to exist and to be unconditional, as previously stated.  It is invoked here specifically for the sake of the militia.

[Schulman: (5) Which of the following does the phrase “well-regulated militia” mean: 
“well-equipped,” “well-organized,” “well-drilled,” “well-educated,” or “subject to regulations of a superior authority”?]

[Copperud:] (5) The phrase means “subject to regulations of a superior authority”; this accords with the desire of the writers for civilian control over the military.

[Schulman: If at all possible, I would ask you to take into account the changed meanings of words, or usage, sinc that sentence was written two-hundred years ago, but not to take into account historical interpretations of the intents of the authors, unless those issues can be clearly separated.]

[Copperud:] To the best of my knowledge, there has been no change in the meaning of words or in usage that would affect the meaning of the amendment.  If it were written today, it might be put: “Since a well-regulated militia is necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be abridged.”

[Schulman: As a “scientific control” on this analysis, I would also appreciate it if you could compare your analysis of the text of the Second Amendment to the following sentence,

“A well-schooled electorate, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and read Books, shall not be infringed.”

My questions for the usage analysis of this sentence would be, Is the grammatical structure and usage of this sentence, and the way the words modify each other, identical to the Second Amendment’s sentence?; and Could this sentence be interpreted to restrict “the right of the people to keep and read Books” only to “a well-educated electorate” – for example, registered voters with a high-school diploma?]

[Cooperud:] Your “scientific control” sentence precisely parallels the amendment in grammatical structure.  There is nothing in your sentence that either indicates or implies the possibility of a restricted interpretation.

Professor Cooperud had only one additional comment, which he placed in his cover letter:  “With well-known human curiosity, I made some speculative efforts to decide how the material might be used, but was unable to reach any conclusion.”

So now we have been told by one of the top experts on American usage what many knew all along: the Constitution of the United States unconditionally protects the people’s right to keep and bear arms, forbidding all government formed under the Constitution from abridging that right.

Constitution of the United States unconditionally protects the people's right to keep and bear arms, forbidding all government formed under the Constitution from abridging that right.

As I write this, the attempted coup against constitutional government in the Soviet Union has failed, apparently because the will of the people in that part of the world to be free from capricious tyranny is stronger than the old guard's desire to maintain a monopoly on dictatorial power.

And here in the United States, elected lawmakers, judges, and appointed officials who are pledged to defend the Constitution of the United States ignore, marginalize, or prevaricate about the Second Amendment routinely. American citizens are put in American" prisons for carrying arms, owning arms of forbidden sorts, or failing to satisfy bureaucratic requirements regarding the owning and carrying of firearms -- all of which is an abridgement of the unconditional right of the people to keep and bear arms, guaranteed by the Constitution.

And even the ACLU, staunch defender of the rest of the Bill of Rights, stands by and does nothing.

It seems it is up to those who believe in the right to keep and bear arms to preserve that right. No one else will. No one else can. Will we beg our elected representatives not to take away our rights, and continue regarding them as representing us if they do? Will we continue obeying judges who decide that the Second Amendment doesn't mean what it says but means whatever they say it means in their Orwellian doublespeak?

Or will we simply keep and bear the arms of our choice, as the Constitution of the United States promises us we can, and pledge that we will defend that promise with our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor?

Copyright (c) 1991 by The New Gun Week and Second Amendment Foundation. Informational reproduction of the entire article is hereby authorized provided the author, The New Gun Week and Second Amendment Foundation are credited.  All other rights reserved.

HUMOR: Embarrassing First Date

Jay Leno went into the audience to find the most embarrassing first date that a woman ever had. 

The winner described her worst first date experience. There was absolutely no question as to why her tale took the prize! 

She said it was midwinter...Snowing and quite cold...and the guy had taken her skiing in the mountains outside Salt Lake City, Utah. 

It was a day trip (no overnight). They were strangers, after all, and truly had never met before. 

The outing was fun but relatively uneventful until they were headed home late that afternoon. 

They were driving back down the mountain, when she gradually began to realize that she should not have had that extra latte. 

They were about an hour away from anywhere with a rest room and in the middle of nowhere! 

Her companion suggested she try to hold it, which she did for a while. 

Unfortunately, because of the heavy snow and slow going, there came a point where she told him that he had better stop and let her go beside the road, or it would be the front seat of his car.

They stopped and she quickly crawled out beside the car, yanked her pants down and started. 

In the deep snow she didn't have good footing, so she let her butt rest against the rear fender to steady herself. 

Her companion stood on the side of the car watching for traffic and indeed was a real gentleman and refrained from peeking. All she could think about was the relief she felt despite the rather embarrassing nature of the situation. Upon finishing however, she soon became aware of another sensation. 

As she bent to pull up her pants, the young lady discovered her buttocks were firmly glued against the car's fender. 

Thoughts of tongues frozen to poles immediately came to mind as she attempted to disengage her flesh from the icy metal.  It was quickly apparent that she had a brand new problem due to the extreme cold. 

Horrified by her plight and yet aware of the humor of the moment, she answered her date's concerns "what is taking so long" with a reply that indeed, she was "freezing her butt off" and in need of some assistance!! 

He came around the car as she tried to cover herself with her sweater and then, as she looked imploringly into his eyes, he burst out laughing. 

 She too, got the giggles and when they finally managed to compose themselves, they assessed her dilemma. 

Obviously, as hysterical as the situation was, they also were faced with a real problem. Both agreed it would take something hot to free her chilly cheeks from the grip of the icy metal! 

Thinking about what had gotten her into the predicament in the first place, both quickly realized that there was only one way to get her free. 

So, as she looked the other way, her first-time date proceeded to unzip his pants and pee her butt off the fender.   

As the audience screamed in laughter, she took the Tonight Show prize hands down. Or perhaps that should be "pants down."  

And you thought your first date was embarrassing.  

Jay Leno's comment...?  “This gives a whole new meaning to being pissed off.” 

Oh and how did the first date turn out???   

He became her husband and was sitting next to her on the Leno show. 
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