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May Speaker: Mohammad Ajmal Askerzoy from Afghanistan

The speaker for our May meeting, Mohammad Ajmal Askerzoy, gave a very interesting presentation about his native country, Af-
ghanistan. Ajmal is working on his master's degree in construction engineering at OSU as a Fullbright scholar, and came to us
from ISCP, formerly known as Crossroads. His powerpoint presentation was full of information about Afghanistan, and the pic-
tures and graphics helped round out our knowledge of the people, languages, style of dress (mostly westernized), and social life.

Afghanistan is a beautiful country, very mountainous and dry. Its 30 million people, of 16 different ethnicities, live in a country ap-
proximately the size of Texas. Before the invasion by the Soviet Union in 1979, Afghanistan was a happy country. The Islamlic
Revolution and the start of the Civil War came in 1992. There were nine parties all fighting against the USSR: the Taliban, with
their "strange impression of Islam," took over in 1995. Kharzai was the first elected President and he came in to office with an
elected parliament. Until 2005 things went better. The Taliban came back and found it easy to recruit young people, because four
million are unemployed. The government is corrupt: even though Kharzai is "a good guy," he can't withstand the war lords. The
northern part of the country is relatively safe. Ninety per cent of the violence happens in the south. Fifty per cent of the opium
crop is in the south, and the Taliban is in control there.

Ironically, Afghanistan is rich in natural resources, but because of the violent political situation, has been forced to import almost
everything. When asked what could help the situation, Ajmal said there is no coordination between NATO, the U.S. and the Af-
ghanistan government. There is, however, a new U.N. envoy whose job is to coordinate the governments. There are some non-
government organizations in Afghanistan who help, especially with education. Afghanistan needs investment in the infrastuc-
ture. Lack of good health care is an issue also: the life span for men is 45 and for women, 46.

One hopeful sign is that in most of the country, both
girls and boys are able to get an education. Kabul
University has 10,000 students, of which 3,000 are
girls.

Ajmal gave us some idea of the problems facing his
country.

We wish him and his country well!

From left to right: Members Ruth Wyse, Dick Stewart, Kathy Butler presented Mohammad Ajmal Askerzoy, our May
Dorothy Stewart and John Wyse visit before the May 4 speaker with an honorary club membership. Ajmal, an OSU
gathering at Grace Lutheran Church in Corvallis graduate student is from Afghanistan

Moonfall Theater, our June gathering

Saturday, June 14, 2008

Finger food at 6:30PM, Show begins at 7:30PM

See the story and map on the back page.




