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Donna and Juan Ulep Share their Recent Humanitarian Trip to the Philippines  

Ever wonder what fellow FF members do in their spare time? Juan and Donna Ulep have revealed their passion- getting fresh 
water to  thousands of Filipino people in northern Luzon through the work of Rotary.  At our April 13th meeting the Uleps told of 
their Feb 9 �± March 2 venture of taking on a clean water project working with local Lebanon, Sweet Home and Greater Corvallis 
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truth? 2. Is it fair to all concerned? 3. Will it build goodwill and better friendship? 4.Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

Clean drinking water is a scarce commodity as traditional sources such as rivers become polluted and the Philippine population 
grows. Since identifying the need in 2006, Rotary members have been busy fundraising and  applying for matching grants to raise 
the $31,140 (1.7 million Pesos) necessary to complete10 wells. The first $100 donated to this project came from one of our FF 
members. 
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school or community center property to ensure that there will always be public access. This clean water is to be used for human 
drinking only; No bathing, No watering animals, No washing laundry allowed. 

A well drilling rig with  6.5 inch bits did the drilling where possible. Boulders blocking the way had to be dug up and removed by 
hand by the volunteers in this hot climate where there are only two seasons, wet and dry. The depth of the wells range more or 
less from 75-85 ft, ( 30m). The water is tested for contaminates. When coliform is found the well is treated with chlorine until the 
water is  safe. The wells are sealed so that rain water cannot seep in during Monsoon season and cause contamination. Stainless 
steel storage tanks and a hand pump are installed so there will be an uninterrupted supply of fresh water for the times when the 
electricity for the electric pump is intermittent as frequently happens. 

Completed wells are cause for big celebrations. In Caoacan, Caoacan  Elementary school, San Marcelino High School and Santi-
ago Elementary School dismissed classes so that students could join in the celebration. Approximately 400 students and more 
than 700 people from the surrounding area joined in the celebration. The parish priest asked God to bless the well, its output, and 
each of the  approximately 1000 people that it will supply with fresh drinking water. 

After a long day the Philippine Rotarians invited the Uleps and the other four American Rotarians to dinner for relaxation and fel-
lowship. The Uleps have already received requests to work on future projects. Juan was born in the Philippines and his knowl-
edge of the area is a vital asset for the projects. The Filipino and American Rotarians work well together and have deep feelings of 
friendship and family towards each other. This water project had positive outcome for everyone except the man who was selling 
water at the water filling station. 

This water project is dear to the heart of the Uleps and both feel privileged to be able to help the Philippine people better them-
selves. Anyone having any questions concerning this project please contact Juan or Donna. How often can you know that you are 
making a difference in the lives and health of many people in a way that is sustainable? This is one way. 


