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CHANGING THE WAY YOU SEE THE WORLD  

The Friendship Force of Oregonôs Mid-Willamette Valley  
Club of the Year ð 2000 

August 2, 2009 Gathering  
2:00 pm at the home of ED Louise Claassen, 329 NW Green Acres LN, Albany, Oregon  

Welcome gathering for our Vietnam ambassadors and annual meeting, election of officers for 2010  

Friendship 

Connections 

 

We had a very good turnout for the July Gathering which was an international potluck at the home of Lloyd and 

Juanita Weigel in Salem.   Several new members attended, as well as some guests. 

The ambassadors from the recent exchange to Ja-

pan shared their experiences with reports and a 

photo presentation.  Following this, we enjoyed deli-

cious dishes from Japan and various other coun-

tries.  The dining tables were adorned with origami 

napkins folded by the ambassadors in the shapes of 

birds, fish, leaves, butterflies, and other appealing 

shapes.  Along with these were many samples of 

origami given to us by our hosts in Japan which we 

used as table decorations. 

Several tables around the room displayed Japanese artifacts and other interesting treasures collected while in 

Japan. The ambassadors from the exchange to Japan enjoyed recalling their memories of their visit, and the rest 

of the club members seemed to share their enthusiasm.  

Article submitted by Joan Rodgers, Photos by Warren Harmon 

July 12 Gathering  

Beth Stefan, new member Shelly Ann Lokan, and Sue Stein 

Rita Tolbert, Rita Powell and Louise Claassen 
ED Joan Rodgers with Edna Lorenzen 
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Juanita  

I believe that we had an exceptional international potluck and proud of everyone.  I am sorry that 

some had to miss our potluck as we had lots of interesting dishes that were delicious and interesting. 

My Mom always taught me not to question what was in a dish until I tasted it first, and that is a good 

idea as everyone had prepared something  that might have looked a little different from our standard 

dishes but everything was exceptional.  No need to ask questions this time.  We had no raw fish 

which I believe thrilled some.   Joan , Polly , Beth and I folded origami napkins for the dinner and we all had fun doing it, although 

Joan wasnôt sure about her talents as an origami napkin folder.  Before we ate we had a slide show from our members who went 

to Japan and they each talked briefly about their experiences and answered questions from members.  I have received many re-

ports that everyone enjoyed themselves on Sunday except for maybe the rain and thunder that happened when people were get-

ting ready to leave. I thank everyone who was involved in cleaning up, folding tables and chairs and putting them away.  My 

dishes were basically done by the time I went to bed with the exception of one load which I did the following morning, it went 

smoothly. 

When we have a potluck in August  for our guests from Vietnam I know that everyone will do an outstanding job.  Louise Claassen 

is putting the final touches on the activities for our guests who will be arriving shortly from Vietnam.  If you are unable to home 

host, I hope that you will day host at least one day so you may share your life with our Vietnam guests.   It makes the life of an ED 

easier when people volunteer. 

We had several new members and guest at our meeting and although I was busy and unable to great each one of them I hope 

they felt welcomed at our potluck.  I noticed that many of our members were making them feel welcomed.  Shelly Ann, our new 

member from Stayton, has volunteered to be co-ed with Joan Rodgers on our incoming exchange from the Netherlands.  I was 

glad to see a new member wanting to get involved because getting involved is a great way to learn more about Friendship Force 

and get to know our members. 

We have an exchange coming up in Tbilisi, Georgia, May 2010, and I need to know how many people are really interested in go-

ing on this exchange.   I still have much contact I need to do with this club but I am understanding  that  may want us to teach 

English in their schools.  The students are learning English but do not have the opportunity to speak with English speaking people.  

I understand that this exchange may be similar to our past exchanges with Novgorod, Russia except here the teachers will stay in 

the classroom at all times with us. 

Again, thanks for all the volunteering that makes me proud to say I am President of our club.  Donôt forget that at the welcome 

potluck we will have a short  election of officers and they will be voted 

on for our upcoming year.  Think about being involved. 

In Friendship, 

Friendship Force Gifts  

The following items are available from Dorothy Stewart, 503-364-
3969 dstewart854@msn.com or at each monthly gathering. For 

more products with the new FFI logos, visit the FFI website and the 
new online store where you can order FFI products directly. 

Friendship Force name pins 

Friendship Force aprons       

(one size fits most) 

Friendship Force note cards 

Friendship Force luggage 

straps 

Friendship Force T-shirt 

Friendship Force Logo magnets 

Friendship Force ball point pens  

Friendship Force Story 

Friendship Force mugs 

Friendship Force  tote bag 

Club lapel pins 

International Cookbook 

Fabric for Vests 

2009ï 2010 Calendar  

August  2 - Welcome potluck and annual meeting 2 PM 

August 2 ï 7  - Incoming exchange from Vietnam 

August 7 -  Board meeting 1PM OSU Credit Union, Monmouth 

September 13 - Gathering and picnic, Monmouth Park 

Jan. 20ð31, 2010 -  Outbound to Florida 

May 2010 -  Outbound to Tbilisi, Georgia 

September 2010 -  Inbound from Rijnmond, Netherlands 

Membership Application, Renewal and Newsletter Subscription  

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for ex-

changes and activities of the Friendship Force of Oregonôs Mid-Willamette 

Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International, which pro-

vides discounted prices on exchange travel and other benefits. 

Annual dues: Individual: $27.00  Couple: $50  

This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application  

I wish to receive the Friendship Connections,  without joining_____  

Name:________________________________________________  

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________ 

City :____________________________State______ ZIP_______ 

Dues enclosed:     $________________ 

Total amount enclosed:   $________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________  

(please print clearly) 

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321   

Presidentõs Greetings 
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Board of Directors 2009  

Officers:  
President:  Juanita Weigel 503-375-9967    
  rufus2000@comcast.net 
Vice President:  Marilyn Bervin 541-929-5633 bervins@peak.org 
Secretary:   Carol George 503-5079966  
  carolgeorge@comcast.net 
Treasurer:  Van Nichols 503-581-1414 vpncheer@comcast.net 
 
Standing Committees:  
Past Presidents:  Kathy Butler 541-926-9897  
  4192butlerkw@comcast.net 
  Dorothy Garrett 503-838-0274  
  globetrekk3r@yahoo.com 
Activities: 
Sunshine:  Sue Stein 541-928-4003 sstein123@comcast.net 
Membership:  Marilyn Bervin 541-929-5633 bervins@peak.org 
Hospitality:    
Historian:  Warren Harmon 503-3991654 warrenharmon@q.com 
Archivist:   Rosella Workinger 541-926-4105   
  rworkinger@comcast.net 
Newsletter/website: Marilyn Peterson 541-926-7431  
  peterson.marilyn@comcast.net 
Projects:  
Merchandise: Dorothy Steward 503-364-3969 dstewart854@msn.com 
Club Exchange Directors ðOutbound  
August 2009 to Nara, Japan - Joan Rodgers 
January 20 -31, 2010 - Florida, Dorothy Garrett 
Club Exchange Directors ðInbound  
August 1 ï 7, 2009 Vietnam   - Louise Claassen 

Welcome to Our New Members  

 

New Members : Carl and Carolyn Wilhelm Since we are recently married (7 
years in June 2009), our histories are separate, but in our enthusiasms about 
the move to Corvallis last August and reception in the community, we are 
united!  The Friendship Force group promises to be especially relevant to our 
interests and backgroundsé 

First, CAROLYN was born in the Midwest, but moved as a child to California 
and from there, after graduate school at WSU, lived with her late husband, a 
plant ecologist, in Hawaii, Kenya, The Philippines, Sri Lanka, Nigeria, Taiwan 
and New York.  After her husbandôs death in 1983, she worked in research at 
the Cold Spring Harbor Labs on Long Island and the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute in Dallas, TX.  She has four adult sons and two young granddaugh-
ters.  She retired to Bartlesville, OK, where she has a son, and met Carl! 

CARL, originally from Ohio, moved to California with his parents and three brothers, where he finished high school, began 
college, spent four years in the U.S. Navy as air crew electronics chief (which stimulated his love of travel within the U.S. and 
beyond), married and fathered a daughter and son and completed college and graduate school. Years later, back in Ohio, he 
and his son (16) took an extended and memorable European road trip.  After retiring from the state EPA as a senior science 
administrator, he traveled full time throughout the U.S. and parts of Canada and Mexico in his turbo-diesel motor home.  
Then, serendipitously, he bought a small home in Bartlesville, OK where a young man he knew would introduce him to his 
recently retired mother and the rest is history! 

Together CAROLYN and CARL have traveled often, sometimes visiting friends in the U.K., France, Italy, Greece and Spain.  
Three years ago they took a particularly ambitious trip, to see one of Carolynôs sons in Taipei and to visit Hong Kong, Singa-
pore and places in The Philippines, where she had lived in the 1960ôs. 

New Member : Carol Hall  For the past 23 years I've lived in the Tri Cities WA, 
I taught with Pat Byers for many years. She has been my contact with the FFI 
group. I've heard of her many trips and thought this would be a great group. I 
also like to travel and meet people. My most recent trip was to Morocco in 
March 2009. I'm interested in textiles and fiber; I spin and weave as a hobby. I 
just attended a weaving conference in Spokane which was very inspiring. As I 
live too far to host people I thought I would help Pat when she does, Team 
work makes the job fun and easier. I'm retired from teaching elementary school, 
busy enjoying life. 

Help Wanted  

Needed: Exchange Director for May, 
2010, outbound exchange to Tbilisi, 

Republic of Georgia.  

ED training and mentoring provided. 

Contact Juanita Weigel for an appli-
cation form. 


