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Vietnam Friendship Ambassadors Visit the Mid-Willamette Valley

After lunch at the Wine Depot Sharon Konopa,
mayor of Albany, presented an overview of Oregon
government in the City Council Chambers.

i T2 ‘ front shops in Newport \

| Fun at the Hatfield Marine Science Center |

September 13, 2009 Gathering, Picnic Potluck in the Park
2:00 pm, Monmouth City Park, Main Street, Monmouth, Oregon

CHANGING THE WAY YOU SEE THE WORLD
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On the 7th of August we finished an excellent exchange with Vietnam. Louise and
her committee members did an exceptional job in matching, planning activities,
and organizing the exchange. We all found out that our ambassadors enjoyed
shopping. In my shopping experience we had a hard time finding things to pur-
chase that were made in the United States.

Our guests were very gracious people, and | hope all the hosting families and day hosts had as good a
time as | did. According to my guest, all the members felt welcomed and did not feel uncomfortable as
they do when they travel abroad in some countries. Hiep felt that our club welcomed them with open arms
and the people in restaurants or in stores were very friendly to them. He was not looked at as being from a
foreign country, but rather as being from here or just as a tourist.

In September | hope that | see all of you at our annual picnic to be held at the Monmouth City Park on
Main St. We will have a short meeting and then will have a time for everyone to eat, interact with each
other, and have fun.

| hope a lot of you are thinking about our two exchanges (one trip) in Florida which will leave on January
20, 2010. Dorothy Garrett says they have made it sound like they are almost ready for us and have a lot
planned. If you are interested in joining the fun, contact Dorothy. Let's all support her and have a great ex-
change. (See the details on page five of the newsletter.) The Floridians from both clubs will be coming to
visit us in the summer of 2010.

Our club will be hosting ambassadors from Rijnmond, Netherlands in September 2010. It is a great experi-
ence to host ambassadors; so | am hoping that you will volunteer to host or day host. It can be very tiring
by the end of the week, but also very worthwhile. Joan Rodgers is our exchange director for this ex-
change.

| wish to thank all of the board members and ex officio members for volunteering to serve on the board for
2010. It is really appreciated, although it may seem like a thankless job.

2009— 2010 Calendar

See you at the picnic!

In Friendshi / September 4 1pm Board meeting OSU CU Monmouth
n Friendasnip, JWO(/ September 13 - Gathering and picnic, Monmouth Park 2pm

October 2 - 1pm Board meeting OSU CU Monmouth
October 11 - Gathering

Jan. 20—31, 2010 - Outbound to Florida

May 2010 - Outbound to Thilisi, Georgia

June or July 2010 - Inbound from Florida

September 2010 - Inbound from Rijnmond, Netherlands

Membership Application, Renewal and Newsletter Subscription

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for ex-
changes and activities of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette
Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International, which pro-
vides discounted prices on exchange travel and other benefits.

Annual dues: Individual: $27.00 Couple: $50

This is a NEW RENEWAL Applicati
|sisa ——ora ppiication Friendship Force Gifts
The following items are available from Dorothy Stewart, 503-364-
3969 dstewart854@msn.com or at each monthly gathering. For
more products with the new FFI logos, visit the FFI website and the
new online store where you can order FFI products directly.

I wish to receive the Friendship Connections, without joining

Name:

Name:
Address:
City :

Friendship Force name pins Friendship Force ball point pens

Friendship Force aprons Friendship Force Story

D losed: ize fi
ues enclose (one size fits most)

Total amount enclosed: Friendship Force mugs

Friendship Force note cards

Phone: Friendship Force tote bag

Friendship Force luggage
straps

Email: Club lapel pins

(please print clearly) .
Friendship Force T-shirt International Cookbook

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321

Friendship Force Logo magnets Fabric for Vests
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Goodbye to the Vietham Ambassadors

Article submitted by Louise Claassen

Thanks to all of the hosts who opened your homes and your hearts
to the 12 ambassadors from Vietham. They were a diverse group
of people who never ceased to amaze us and delight us.

| thought they were very interested in everything we showed them.
They couldn't get enough shopping and looking at everything in the
stores.

| would like to thank all of the committee members who worked hard
to make the exchange a success. From the welcoming party to the
day in Salem when we all lined up by the shuttle with our hands out
and touched, or hugged, each visitor as they went by. We waved to
them until they were out of sight. What a send off. It was great.

Ted Powell’s tour was enjoyed by all who participated
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<. More photos and stories next month.
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Send your submissions to:

peterson.marilyn@comecast.net
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v Pat Byers and guests at Red Robin Board of Directors 2009

Officers:
. President: Juanita Weigel 503-375-9967
From the Editor
Several members have been searching the FFI web-

rufus2000@comcast.net
Vice President: Marilyn Bervin 541-929-5633 bervins@peak.org

s i ) Secretary: Carol George 503-5079966
site for an Exchange Director’'s Manual. Here is how to carolgeorge@comcast.net
find the manual (thank you to Joan Weed for writing Treasurer: Van Nichols 503-581-1414 vpncheer@comcast.net
up the instructions). Standing Committees:
Past Presidents:  Kathy Butler 541-926-9897
: ; 4192butlerkw@comcast.net
Goto .www.t“hefnendsh|pforce.o"rq Dorothy Garrett 503-836-0274
Click on “Leadership Forum” (center/top of page) globetrekk3r@yahoo.com
Click on” FFI Forms” (left side of page Activities:
. ; ( .y pag ) Sunshine: Sue Stein 541-928-4003 sstein123@comcast.net
Click on “ Exchange Forms Membership: Marilyn Bervin 541-929-5633 bervins@peak.org
Click arrow in “Display Box” Hospitality:
o piay Historian: Warren Harmon 503-3991654 warrenharmon@g.com
Click “All Archivist: Rosella Workinger 541-926-4105

Scroll to #23: Exchange Director’s Guide & Click rworkinger@comcast.net
3 9 Newsletter/website: Marilyn Peterson 541-926-7431

. Click FFI EXChange Director’'s Guide (again/neW peterson.marilyn@comcast.net
page) Wait for PDF to open Projects:
Merchandise: Dorothy Steward 503-364-3969 dstewart854@msn.com
Club Exchange Directors—Outbound
January 20 -31, 2010 - Florida, Dorothy Garrett

Have you visited our website lately?
WWW.ORGSITES.ORG/OR/FRIENDSHIP TBD - May 2010 Thilisi, Georgia

Club Exchange Directors—Inbound

. ) August 1 -7, 2009 Vietnam - Louise Claassen
Contact the editor at: peterson.marilyn@comcast.net Ju.ne/July, 2010 Florida - Dorothy Garrett

or at 541.926.7431. September 2010 Rinjmond, Netherlands - Joan Rodgers



http://www.rmlsweb.com/
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| Exchange News |

Outbound to Southwest Florida and Spring Hill, Florida (Sarasota and Ft. Myers areas)
Jan. 20-31, 2010 - ED Dorothy Garrett

To date we have 9 folks who have signed up for the two exchanges to
Florida where we will visit two clubs. We will leave on January 20, 2010,
arrive in Ft. Myers and spend five nights with one club. They will then
transport us to the second club where we will spend another five days.
(Hence it is called "two exchanges") Ambassadors may extend their trip
to stay with other friends or family members or return on January 30.

The temperatures in Florida at that time usually range from 68 degrees
to 75 degrees. Our Willamette Valley weather at that time is usually bit-
ter cold. (Remember last January?)

We are in the process of making flight arrangements. Air fares (as
of now) range from $324 to $384 roundtrip, depending on time of de-
parture. There is still time to be part of the fun.

Contact Dorothy Garrett if you want to join the group. She may be
reached at: 503.838.0274 or email her at globetrekk3r@yahoo.org

Inbound from Southwest Florida and Spring Hill, Florida (Sarasota and
Ft. Myers areas)
Summer, 2010 - ED Dorothy Garrett

International Exchanges in 2010:

Outbound to Thilisi, Georgia - May Exchange Director needed
http://www.gefriendshipforce.org.ge

Inbound from Rijnmond, Netherlands - September ED Joan Rodgers
http://www.friendshipforce.nl/Club_gegevens.htm

Friendship Force Window Display
at Footwise in Corvallis

A big thank you to Marilyn Bervin and Joan Rodgers for the Friend- i -
ship Force display at the Corvallis Footwise store, 301 SW Madison [ 0
Ave., between Aug. 4-17. After
collecting many items from the
recent exchange with Nara, Ja-
pan, they decorated the window.
The display appeared on the Foot-
wise website as well. A thank you
note to Footwise appeared in the
Gazette-Times “Good Words” col-
umn.

Thank you, Joan and Marilyn, for making Friendship Force more visi-
ble in our community.
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Board Meeting Minutes, August 14, 2009 ‘

Meeting called to order at 1:05 at the OSU Federal
Credit Union in Monmouth. Those present were Juanita
Weigel, Louise Claassen, Van Nichols, Dorothy Garrett,
Dorothy Stewart, Rita Powell, Marilyn Peterson and
Kathy Butler. The minutes of the previous meeting had
been sent out and corrected. It was MSP (Louise/Rita)
to accept minutes as printed.

Van presented the treasurer’s report, noting that a 6
month CD and a 12 month CD, each for $5000, have
been purchased.

Old Business:

Louise received commendations on the Vietnam ex-
change.

Newsletter — Marilyn said the deadline is August 20.
Future Exchanges:

Florida — ED Dorothy Garrett is still recruiting for the
January outbound. Nine people have signed up so far.

The estimated cost for airfare is $324 — 384. Dorothy
needs $200 check deposits as soon as possible.

Netherlands — inbound. MSP (Dorothy G./ Kathy) to ac-
cept Joan Rodgers as ED for the 2010 inbound from
Rijnmond. ShellyAnn Lokan has offered to help Joan.

Thilisi outbound — ED is still needed. Juanita has been
trying to communicate with someone in the Georgia club,
but has had trouble getting through.

Miscellaneous: There was discussion about the need to
complete the readjustment of the phone tree. Louise will
communicate with Marilyn Bervin.

New Business:

September program: It will be a potluck picnic in Mon-
mouth. Dorothy Garrett has reserved the park. It will be
at 2:00 on September 13. Tentative program — voting for
2011 exchanges. Rita will bring songbooks and we can
do some singing.

October program — Hopefully the person who was origi-
nally scheduled in September will be able to do this pro-
gram.

November — We don'’t really need to have a fundraiser,
so it was suggested that we arrange dinners/ parties like
we did last year.

December — Marilyn Bervin is researching ideas for a
holiday program.

Meeting adjourned at 1:50.
Kathy Butler, Secretary pro tem.

CAYARRYVAAARAAAN

Some i1tems were left at the v
home of Louise Claassen
after the welcome gather-
ing. These items want to re-
turn to their owners. If you
are missing either a brown
folding chair or two plastic

cups (yellow and pink),

please contact Louise to

retrieve your chair or cups.
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Friendship Force Pledge

As a member of the Friendship Force, |
recognize that | can make a difference.
| recognize that | have a mission. That
mission is to be a friend to the people
of the world. As | embark upon this
adventure, | know that others will be
watching me. | know that through my
example to my fellow citizens and the
people of other nations, the cause of
friendship, love and peace can be fur-
thered. | can make a difference.

éxptove

Undeyséand

| Serve
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September 13 Gathering, 2 PM
Monmouth City Park, Main Street
Monmouth

Our next gathering will be a picnic in Monmouth City Park. Please bring
potluck items to share as well as your own table service and chair. Electrical outlets are
very limited at this park so please bring items that do not require cooking/re-heating.

The agenda consists of a short business meeting followed by fun, food and social time.

Directions to Monmouth City Park:

From Highway 99W in Monmouth, go West (towards the ocean)
on Main St. (There is a traffic light at Main and the highway.)
Continue on Main St. until you see the park on your right, about
five blocks. We have reserved the gazebo. See you there!

IOV

Planning an International Trip?

@Staying healthy while traveling is impor-@
tant. Finding reliable heath information be-
fore you depart is equally important. Sa-

Urgently Seeking amaritan Health Services in Corvallis re-a
cently opened an International Travel

Exchange Director @ Clinic as part of their Infectious Disease@
department.

Needed:Exchange Director for May,
2010, outbound exchange to Thilisi, K

8 For more information on the new clinic you 8
e- L
8 may call 541.768.5810 or visit 6

public of Georgia. 6 www.samhealth.org/travelclinic 8
ED training and mentoring provided. Another source for researching before you 8
Contact Juanita Weigel for an applica & travel is the CDC website at: &
tion form. 8 www.cdc.gov/travel/default.aspx
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This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club, may be found on our
website: http://lwww.orgsites.com/or/friendship

Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321




