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Holiday Fun with Columbia Cascade 
The Columbia Cascade Friendship Force club invited us to attend their holiday party on Decem-
ber 13 at McMenamin’s Kennedy School. Ten of our members and friends joined them. In addi-
tion to the folks pictured below, Marilyn Peterson and Art and Marilyn Bervin attended the party. 
A good time was had by all. Thank you to the Columbia Cascade for inviting us.  

Jan. 10, 2010 Gathering, 2:30pm; Speaker: Steve Stocks 
Albany Public Library, 2450 14th Ave SE, Albany  

CHANGING THE WAY YOU SEE THE WORLD 

The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley 
Club of the Year — 2000 

Friendship 

Connections 

―Determination‖, a barbershop quartet, 

entertains at the holiday party  

Photo by Tom Slavin 

Cheeri and Van Nichols, Sue Brown (Columbia Cas-

cade), Ellyn Arwood and Tom Slavin (sister and brother

-in-law of Marilyn Peterson) 

Frances Callahan, Juanita and Lloyd 

Weigel join in the holiday celebration 

at Kennedy School. 

Decorated wine bottles served as table 

centerpieces and as door prizes to lucky 

recipients. Congrats, Cheeri! 
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Juanita  

I hope that everyone is looking forward for 2010 now that the holidays are behind us and the mess 
cleaned up.  At the next board meeting on Jan. 8 we will be planning for the 2010 year, and we ap-
preciate any help that we can get.  We all live different lives and meet interesting people. If some-
one has run across someone that we might all enjoy meeting, please let a board member know or 
come to our meeting as everyone is welcomed. 

 Our first major gathering will be February 12 at Linn Benton College where the Culinary School will be cooking for us.  This 
should be an experience for many of us. We will be celebrating Chinese New Year.  We will be hosting the Friendship Force of 
Lower Columbia at this meeting so many will be meeting new friends and old ones.  We need to open our homes to these big city 
visitors and show them how warm the people are in the valley by putting them up for the night after dinner. 

At 2:00 PM before our general meeting on the 10th of January I hope that anyone interested will attend the meeting on Tbilisi, 
Georgia.  We will be on Skype for members who are unable to attend and wants information on going to Tbilisi.  We will be going 
over the itinerary offered, expenses, flights and other important items.  I understand that we are going to have two options after 
our homestay and the Tbilisi Club has offered to host 30 ambassadors.  We will be leaving for Tbilisi around the 20 th of May for 
approx. two weeks. 

At the January meeting the incoming officers will be introduced and installed for the 2010 year.  Last year I had a great support 
group from the board and other members and without that we would not have been successful.  Since our meeting is at the Al-
bany Public Library I hope that we have a big group to start the new year out right. 

Everyone who missed the Breakfast Scramble in December at Elmer’s missed a good time for all.  Barb Callner and Louise Claas-
sen had some very difficult questions to stimulate discussion.  Everyone who attended enjoyed themselves, and we will be looking 
forward to the next Scramble in a few months.     

In December, ten of us attended the Columbia Cascade Club’s Christmas program.  We had a very nice time and met a lot of 
friends that we have not seen for awhile.  The weather broke and warmed up so the roads were no longer icy.  Many of them 
made comments that they are looking forward to our February function where we will be celebrating Chinese New Year.  Many of 
them will be spending the night so they do not have to drive the long drive home afterwards. 

Friendship Force in Atlanta is looking for another incoming exchange for us since the Netherlands cancelled.  It seems that the 
Netherlands have been to the United States several times and wish to visit another country.  Since we have so many clubs in the 
U.S. it is hard for everyone to visit other foreign countries. 

In January a group from our club will be visiting two clubs in Florida.  This exchange is in full swing as we now know who wi ll be 
hosting our members and the airline tickets have been bought and we are waiting for the 20 th of January to arrive.  Dorothy 
Garrett has done a great job and if we make a good impression on the people from Florida they will be arriving in Oregon July 12, 
2010.  We understand a great number of our host families in Florida are snowbirds from the North.   

In Friendship, 

Friendship Force Gifts 

The following items are available from Dorothy Stewart, 503-364-
3969 dstewart854@msn.com or at each monthly gathering. For 

more products with the new FFI logos, visit the FFI website and the 

Friendship Force name pins 

Friendship Force aprons       

(one size fits most) 

Friendship Force note cards 

Friendship Force luggage 

straps 

Friendship Force T-shirt 

Friendship Force Logo magnets 

Friendship Force ball point pens  

Friendship Force Story 

Friendship Force mugs 

Friendship Force  tote bag 

Club lapel pins 

International Cookbook 

Fabric for Vests 

2010– 2011 Calendar 

January 8 - 1pm Board meeting  OSU CU Monmouth 

January 10 - 2:30 pm Gathering, Albany Public Library 

Jan. 20 - 30, 2010 -  Outbound to Florida 

February 12, 2010 -  5:30pm Dinner at LBCC 

May 2010 -  Outbound to Tbilisi, Georgia 

July 12 - 17, 2010 -  Inbound from Florida 

Presidentõs Greetings 

Membership Application or Renewal  

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for ex-

changes and activities of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid -Willamette 

Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International, which provides 

discounted prices on exchange travel and other benefits.  

Current memberships expire Dec. 31, 2009. 

Annual dues: Individual: $27.00   Couple: $50 

This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application  

(please print clearly) 

Name:________________________________________________  

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________ 

City :____________________________State______ ZIP_______ 

Dues enclosed:  ($27.00 individual or $50.00 per couple)    

$___________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________  

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321  
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Exchange Director Earned Seat and Fees Policy of Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley Friendship Force Club 
 

The Club recognizes the hard work Exchange Directors invest in exchanges. To reward their efforts, Directors who recruit 20 fully paid Ambassa-
dors shall be eligible for one earned seat. The Club also understands that much effort goes into those exchanges which do not reach the goal of 
20 fully paid Ambassadors. A schedule has been designed to award a percentage of the earned seat to the ED who recruits a minimum of 10 
Ambassadors. An "earned seat" is the transportation costs to and from the host community (or communities) and any transportation and tour 
costs that are part of the exchange experience. It does not include optional travel in which the ED, some, or all of the Ambassadors are participat-
ing, or any personal expenses. 
Many exchanges have an Ambassador goal of 25, including the ED and any assistant. If this goal is filled, an additional 15% discount toward a 

second earned seat will be awarded.* 
In the event that illness or other emergency reduces the number of paid Ambassadors, the percentage of credit for the earned seat will remain 
the same.  
It is recommended that the ED make all travel arrangements. However, the ED may delegate this responsibility to another Ambassador. In this 
event, the ED and the travel arranger will share the earned seat benefit on a 50-50 basis. 
The money to pay for the earned seat comes from spreading the cost of transportation across all of the Ambassadors participating in the ex-
change, 5% each. 
*The reason this is 15% rather than 20% is because the assistant will be getting the award, and thus, only 3 others (the 21st, 22nd, and 23rd 
recruits) will be paying into that earned seat. The 24th is the assistant. 
Regarding fees, FFI's policy states: "The Ambassador ED will receive prorated discount of the FFI fees if there are at least ten fully-
paid Ambassadors on the exchange. There will be a full waiver of FFI fees it there are at least twenty paid Ambassadors on the exchange." 
Additionally, the Club will cover the cost of the ED's host fees. 

20 fully paid Ambassadors: ED receives 100% credit 
19 fully paid Ambassadors: ED receives 95% credit 
18 "       "      "                     "      "           90%  " 
17                                                           85% 
16                                                           80% 
15                                                           75% 

14 fully paid Ambassadors: ED receives   70% credit 
13    ―        ―             ―               ―        ―        65%    ― 
12                                                             60% 
11                                                             55% 
10                                                             50% 

Photos from the Dec. 7 Breakfast Scramble. Elmer’s meeting room 

was full of friendly conversation. Thank you to Louise Claassen and 

Barb Callner for organizing another successful event.  Thanks also to 

Warren Harmon for the pictures. 
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Exchange News 

Outbound to Southwest Florida and Spring Hill, Florida (Sarasota and Ft. Myers areas) 
Jan. 20-30, 2010 -  ED Dorothy Garrett 
Florida Here We Come: 
Host/Ambassador matches have been made for the first five days of our exchange to Florida. We are now waiting to 
hear from our hosts in Sarasota. My hostess in Fort Myers said, and I quote: "Bring your bathing suit, cover up, and 
sandals. We have real people here." I'm not sure what that means, but we will find out! 
 

Inbound from Southwest Florida and Spring Hill, Florida (Sarasota and Ft. Myers areas) 
July 12-17, 2010 -  ED Dorothy Garrett  

Florida Clubs will visit us in July. We still need some hosts. Please contact Dorothy Garrett at 503-838-0274. We 
need you ~ and it will be fun. 
 

Outbound to Tbilisi, Georgia - May 2010, co-Exchange Director, Juanita Weigel  

Tbilisi club website: http://www.gefriendshipforce.org.ge 

Republic of Georgia -  from CultureGram ô97, Wikipedia, and CIA World Factbook publication by Rita Powell 
Population: The current population (from the CIA ―World Factbook‖ publication – see: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the
-world-factbook/geos/gg.html) is 4,615,807, with a growth rate of .325%. In comparison, when research was done for the 1997 
CultureGram, Georgia’s population was at 5.6 million with a growth rate of under .9%. In 1996/7 about 55% of the people lived in 
an urban setting. In 2009, that has dropped to 53 %. Ethnic Georgians are now 83.6% of the population; in 1997 the figure was 
70%. Minorities include Armenians, Russians, and Azeris with several smaller groups including Kurds, Ukrainians, Germans, 
Greeks and others. Due to the refugee status, exact figures are impossible to determine. Regional groups differ as much as peo-
ple in various parts of the U.S. Georgia’s Human Development Index (0.709) ranked it as 92nd out of 174 nations when this infor-
mation was compiled.  
Language: The official language is Georgian and most Georgians can speak Russian. Georgia’s alphabet was created in the 
second century B.C. It is one of the world’s 14 original alphabets. Georgia’s oldest known literary work dates to the 5th century. 
(Tbilisi was founded in A.D. 459.) English is the most popular foreign language. 
Religion: Georgia adopted Christianity by A.D. 337. Those of you at the FF meeting in October will remember that St. Nino is 
revered for doing much of the ―enlightening.‖ Though the Georgian Church is autonomous, it is affiliated with the Greek Orthodox 
Church. Currently 83.9% of Georgians are Christian. In 1997, about 65% of Georgians belonged to the Georgian Church. About 
10% were Russian Orthodox in 1997 and now are not even listed as a separate category. In 1997 8% were Armenian Orthodox; 
now only 3.9% are. The Ajara (also seen as Ajaria, on maps) portion of Georgia, on the Black Sea, is the only part of Georgia 
wherein a fair number of Muslims reside, as they were under Turkish rule for a considerable time. They make up about 30% of the 
population of that region. Overall, about 10% of Georgians are Muslim. 
General Attitudes: Even in the most difficult of times, emigration has been minimal. Centuries of multicultural interaction have 
made Georgians tolerant of other religions and cultures. Georgians identify with Western culture. They view themselves as a 
peaceful people with a difficult destiny, because of their history of having to fight for a national identity. To outsiders they may 
seem boastful. 
Personal Appearance: Standard dress is European. Traditional costumes are seen only at folk dance performances and other 
such events or celebrations. Sloppy dress is considered improper, even in casual situations. However, jeans are popular among 
all segments of society. Adults do not wear shorts in public. Dress, hairstyles and public behavior are conservative. 

Friendship Shared December 2009 

The first event of the season was a Bingo Supper Night at Ted and Rita Powell’s in Dallas, Oregon.   A tasty meal of 
Swiss Potato Soup, Van’s Fresh Bread, and Apple Tart for dessert was followed by rounds of bingo. Ted 
rolled the barrel and Rita called out the numbers. Everyone won a prize! The hosts and guests decided 
to ―spend‖ their dinner money on two projects:  
 1 - FFI Legacy Foundation, to help start up clubs in new countries around the world 
 2 - Rotary International’s deep well project in the Philippines, to make drinkable water available for 
the people. Juan and Donna Julep will be leaving Jan 10 to help with the latter project. Everyone enjoyed 
the evening.  

As a bonus the view from the top of the hill under crisp, clear skies full of stars and waning moon…ahhh…   

 

The three upcoming events in January are filled. There is still space for additional guests at Louise Claas-
sen’s ―Bunco Night‖ in Albany Sat. Feb. 19 at 6:30pm and at Kathy Butler and Marilyn Peterson’s 
―SuperBowl Party‖ Feb 7 also in Albany. Contact Cheeri Nichols to sign up for either of these events.  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gg.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gg.html
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Board Meeting Minutes, November 6, 2009 

Nov. 6, 2009 Friendship Force board minutes  
The Nov. 6 board meeting was called to order by Juanita 
Weigel at 1:10pm at the OSU Credit Union in Monmouth. In 
attendance were Juanita Weigel, Marilyn Peterson, Joan Rod-
gers, Dorothy Garrett, Marilyn Bervin, Kathy Butler, Louise 
Claassen, Rita Powell, and Cheeri and Van Nichols.  
Minutes-MSP/Rita, Kathy Minutes for future reference. A hard 
copy exists in a white binder.  A CD and hardcopy should be 
made at the end of year.    
Treasurer report - Van - Dorothy  G. and Joan have been paid 
ED fees for past Japan and future Florida exchanges by 
Bun.  This outgoing ED benefit should be explained in the 
newsletter to membership. A copy needs to be given to Marilyn 
P. Bun has reported that the bank account still exist that Jim 
Tolbert used to deposit money directly into for Teachers to 
Russia Program. Kathy B. and John Stefan had checked on 
status. There is difficulty in closing the account because only 
Russian names are on it. Only duly elected officers with a letter 
from secretary on club letterhead can close this account.—
Action to be deferred until January and new officers are sworn 
in. 
 Next newsletter will be combined December and January. 
Deadline- Dec. 20.  
Membership-Marilyn B- 15 guests at 2009 meetings, 5 new 
members joined. Needs more brochures.  
Exchanges:  Inbound Florida, July 12-17 –Dorothy ED -choices 
for free day. Need workshops and  hosts. Marilyn P. will make 
host forms.  
Inbound- Rjinmond, Netherlands, September-Joan ED- Mary 
Mwambay FFI contact, Ellie Kaus ED 
Outbound- Tbilisi, Georgia-Juanita ED- Negotiations are ongo-
ing for up to 20-25 ambassadors for 10-20 days, extra week or 
tour of another country. Juanita is using SKYP to communicate 
with Kate in Tbilisi and will ask her questions raised by our 
members. We are grateful to Lia for explaining some of the 
cultural differences.  

Outbound domestic 2011- Northern Colorado request us go 
there June, July  or August. MSP/Marilyn P., Kathy.  
Club charter renewal policy due Jan 1.Van will fill in amount to 
pay for charter for 2010 based on 2009 membership count.  
Discussion of having exchange planning workshops.  
Louise presented holiday basket to Molly to thank you OSU 
Credit Union for the free use of their ver nice facilities for 
monthly board meetings.  
A thank you to LazerQuick in Albany was signed for their fine 
work on our newsletter and various donations throughout the 
year.  
Sign ups for Friendship Shared events was passed around.  
Feb. 12- Program at Linn –Benton. Gather at 5:30 for Buffet 
Chinese New Year dinner at 6 pm, no alcohol. Cost: no more 
than $25, gratuity included. Columbia Cascade are invited, we 
need some overnight hosts. We make our own fortunes for the 
fortune cookies, red and gold colors for decor-no candles, and 
table decorations Deposit to be paid after contract signed- 
RSVP and sign ups after that.  
Upcoming events- 
Nov. 8, Sunday– Pho for snack Jefferson charges. Open 2:30 
Vietnamese hosts and day hosts- share 
Dec 7, Mon at 9:30 Scramble breakfast at Elmer’s in Albany. 
RSVP to Louise. 
Dec 13, Sun - Christmas gathering with Columbia Cascade at 
Kennedy School. $25 to Joan Weed with RSVP. 
Jan 8, Fri. Planning board meeting, OSU Credit Union, Mon-
mouth. Check with Molly. Poll board and standing committees 
for best meeting time and place. 
Jan 10, Sun- general meeting at Albany location. 
Feb 12, Fri- general meeting and Chinese New Year celebra-
tion at Linn-Benton. Columbia Cascade is invited with home 
hosting overnight offered.  
Meeting adjourned at 2:40pm. 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Cheeri Nichols, secretary pro tempore 

Friendship Force Pledge 
As a member of the Friendship Force, I recognize 
that I can make a difference. I recognize that I have 
a mission. That mission is to be a friend to the peo-
ple of the world. As I embark upon this adventure, I 
know that others will be watching me. I know that 
through my example to my fellow citizens and the 
people of other nations, the cause of friendship, love 
and peace can be furthered. I can make a differ-
ence.  

 

Board of Directors 2010 

Officers: 
President:  Juanita Weigel 503-375-9967    
  rufus2000@comcast.net 
Vice President:  Marilyn Bervin 541-929-5633 bervins@peak.org 
  Louise Claassen 541-928-8057 louclasen@comcast.net 
Secretary:   Cheeri Nichols 503-581-1414 vpncheer@comcast.net 
Treasurer:  Van Nichols 503-581-1414 vpncheer@comcast.net 
 
Standing Committees: 
Past Presidents:  Kathy Butler 541-926-9897  
  4192butlerkw@comcast.net 
  Dorothy Garrett 503-838-0274  
  globetrekk3r@yahoo.com 
Activities: 
Sunshine:  Sue Stein 541-928-4003 sstein123@comcast.net 
Membership:  Marilyn Bervin 541-929-5633 bervins@peak.org 
Hospitality:    
Historian:  Warren Harmon 503-3991654 warrenharmon@q.com 
Archivist:   Rosella Workinger 541-926-4105   
  rworkinger@comcast.net 
Newsletter/website: Marilyn Peterson 541-926-7431  
  peterson.marilyn@comcast.net 
Projects:  
Merchandise: Dorothy Steward 503-364-3969 dstewart854@msn.com 

Club Exchange Directors—Outbound 

January 20 -30, 2010 - Florida, Dorothy Garrett 

TBD -   May 2010 Tbilisi, Georgia Juanita Weigel 

Club Exchange Directors—Inbound 

July 12 - 17, 2010 Florida - Dorothy Garrett 
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January 10 Gathering, Albany Public Library 
2450 14th Ave SE, Albany  2:30pm 

 
Our speaker is Steve Stocks who will be sharing his experiences doing business in other cul-

tures. Steve is a retired vice president of manufacturing and engineering from Oremet. His work 

responsibilities included materials procurement and qualification which involved working in 

China, USSR and East Germany. During retirement he has been involved in a number of Rotary 

International projects including projects to obtain wheelchairs for handicapped women.  

The meeting in the community meeting room will begin promptly at 3pm as the library closes at 

5pm. The agenda will include installation of our 2010 officers.  

Members with last names starting with the letters N-Z please bring finger foods which do not re-

quire utensils or plates. Coffee/tea and punch will be provided. Be green; bring your own cup. 

Parking: if walking is an issue, park in the front lot (closest to 14th). Otherwise there is an abun-

dance of parking available behind (south side of) the library.  

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club, may be found on our 

website: http://www.orgsites.com/or/friendship 

Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321 

Celebrate the Chinese Year of the Tiger 

On February 12 at 5:30 pm we will gather at LBCC to celebrate Chi-
nese New Year. Dinner is a buffet including soup, chicken or vege-
tarian stir fry and pot stickers. The Culinary Arts students will pre-
pare the meal. Their meals are wonderful. There will be entertain-
ment. The cost of dinner is $25.00 per person. RSVP’s are neces-
sary with payment by January 20. We have invited the members of 
the Columbia Cascade club to join us, and we will host those who 
wish to spend the night. 

For questions or information please contact: Sue Stein at 541.928.4003 or Kathy Butler at 
541.926.9897. 

 

Please fill out the following RSVP form and mail it with payment by Jan. 20 to: 

FF of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321 

Name(s) of guest/guests: _____________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________ Email: _______________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed: $__________ 

We would like to host __________ (number of guests)  Preference: Male, Female, couple 

Special notes: _____________________________________________________________ 

(for example: bedroom on second floor, home with dogs/cats/birds, non-smoking only) 


