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April and May: Busy Months for Our Club 
 

June 13, 2010 Gathering, 3:00pm, Home of Lloyd and Juanita Weigel 
Speakers: Tbilisi, Georgia outbound ambassadors 

Florida Inbound Workshop - 1:30pm for all Hosts and Day Hosts 

CHANGING THE WAY YOU SEE THE WORLD 

The Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley 
Club of the Year — 2000 

Friendship 

Connections 

Pizza and conversation with our visitors from Edmonton, Alberta, 
at the farewell gathering. Photo by Louise Claassen 

Above Art and Marilyn Bervin introduce our April Speaker, Tawalin Opastrakoon, from Chiang Mai, 
Thailand, site of the 2011 Asia Pacific Festival.  

On the left Marilyn Bervin offers congratulations to Juan and Donna Ulep. Juan was recently named 
Sweet Home’s Distinguished Citizen. For the complete article on Juan’s award, visit:  

http://democratherald.com/business/local/article_1cff1ef6-40ee-11df-afba-001cc4c002e0.html 

Photos by Warren Harmon 
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Juanita  

By our next meeting the Tbilisi, Georgia, trip will finished and all the weary travelers will be 

back home.  We will be showing pictures and telling of our experiences at the June meeting 

so I hope that we have a good turnout.  Most of us are staying with larger extended family 

homes and should have some good experiences.  Seventeen ambassadors are going to 

Georgia. 

In July we are looking forward in greeting our guests from Florida.  Some of them are snow-

birds so they are from all sorts of areas along the eastern coast as well as Florida.  Many friends that we met in 

January are coming to see Oregon so let us show them a good time.  Dorothy Garrett is doing a good job She has 

been both the incoming and outgoing Exchange Director for the Florida groups. 

Several of us are looking forward to the World Conference in Washington, D.C. in October.  We will bring home 

some good ideas and meet some old friends.    

When we get home from Georgia, Van and Warren, are going to be asking people to join our happy group as Presi-

dent, Vice-President, and Treasurer as the current people have served two years.  I can tell you that it is scary being 

in front of the group but I believe that any of you can make it through if I can.  Every time I stand in front I am scared 

to death, but I make it through although I do forget tell the group things I supposed to as I am terrified.   The officers 

get a lot of support from other members and this is what makes our group so interesting and fun.  So when you are 

asked to volunteer please respond ―YES‖ to Van and Warren. It will make their job much easier or it would make their 

job easier still if you just call them and say ―Hey, guys, can I serve‖.  I know I am dreaming. 

Our Canadian guests are gone, but I think Louise Claassen did a great job in showing them a little bit of Oregon in 

just a short time.  She kept them busy, and they were able to enjoy our Oregon rain and sun.  Most of the days that 

they were here they had both rain and sun in the same day.  Louise planned it so well that when we went to the 

Rogue Brewery we got there in time for a tour.  The Canadians seem to enjoy tasting the beer.  After the brewery 

experience we took the group the Yaquina Head Lighthouse where they climbed the steps and were able to enjoy 

the sea lions. 

See you at the June 13
th
 meeting for Strawberry Shortcake and tales of Tbilisi, Georgia. 

Friendship Force Gifts 

The following items are available from Dorothy Stewart, 503-364-3969 
dstewart854@msn.com. For more products with the new FFI logos, visit 

the FFI website and the online store. 

Friendship Force aprons       

(one size fits most) 

Friendship Force note cards 

Friendship Force luggage 

straps 

Friendship Force T-shirt 

Friendship Force Logo magnets 

Friendship Force ball point pens  

Friendship Force Story 

Friendship Force mugs 

Friendship Force  tote bag 

Club lapel pins 

International Cookbook 

Fabric for Vests 

2010– 2011 Calendar 

May 2010 -  Outbound to Tbilisi, Georgia 

June  4 Board Meeting OSU Credit Union, Monmouth 

June 13 1:30 Florida exchange workshop 

June 13 3pm Gathering 

July 12 - 17, 2010 -  Inbound from Florida 

October 16 - 18 - FFI World Conference, Washington DC 

2011 - Northern Colorado outbound 

2011 - Santa Barbara, California inbound 

2011 Kaohsiung, Taiwan outbound 

2011, Nov. -  Asia Pacific Loy Krathong Festival Lamphun, Thailand 

Presidentõs Greetings 

Membership Application or Renewal  

Annual dues cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and expenses for ex-

changes and activities of the Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette 

Valley, as well as membership in Friendship Force International, which provides 

discounted prices on exchange travel and other benefits.  

Memberships expire on December 31 

Annual dues: Individual: $27.00   Couple: $50 

This is a NEW_____ or a RENEWAL _____ Application  

(please print clearly) 

Name:________________________________________________  

Name: _______________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________ 

City :____________________________State______ ZIP_______ 

Dues enclosed:  ($27.00 individual or $50.00 per couple)    

$___________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________  

Mail To: Friendship Force, PO Box 1703, Albany, OR 97321  
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Regional Conference, Spokane, Washington 
Article by Rita Powell 

Four of our members attended the Northern Rockies/Pacific Northwest Regional Conference in Spokane, Washington this 
April: Marilyn Peterson, Joan Wood, Juanita Weigel, and Rita Powell. We were all home-hosted and enjoyed the warmth of 
a Friendship Force welcome. This conference was the first regionally organized Friendship Force conference spanning an 
international boundary. We had such a wonderful time; we hope that this type of conference becomes a tradition. Next year 
the conference is scheduled for Medicine Hat, Alberta.  

On Friday, some of us went on the Spokane city tour. It was a good introduction to a place about which I knew very little. 
That evening, the registrants ate supper together at the conference location.  

 
Saturday, we had a morning and an afternoon workshop, followed by dinner and entertainment - a full day! 
Topics that were covered in the workshops included 1) generating ideas about attracting the "boomer" generation to the 
Friendship Force and 2) "club outreach" which involves such activities as networking with other organizations and taking 
part, as FF members, in community activities. The attendees were divided up into groups of 6-8 at a table to discuss the key 
issues. Toward the end of sessions, someone from each table reported back to the entire group. 

One avenue Friendship Force is hoping to pursue is that of "Themed" Exchanges. It seems that younger folks, who have a 
limited amount of travel time, often want more than a home stay, per se. Many of them like to take part in either some sort 
of humanitarian activity or have their travel experience include an educational, hobby, profession-linked, eco-tourism or ad-
venture component. One way to accommodate the shorter number of days that some of them may have in which to travel 
would be to make the length of the home hosting 5 nights. 

  
In his keynote speech, FFI President, George Brown, 
talked about the FFI organization and finances, 
among other things. The following pieces of informa-
tion were shared with us: 

"The central office in Atlanta has a full time staff of 
nine, with several additional part-time employees." In 
comparison, FFI had 22 full time employees in 2002. 
The office has been able to reduce its size by dele-
gating more responsibility to volunteers (like Field 
Reps), and because of increased efficiency through 
automation. The staff numbers were also reduced 
because 20% fewer ambassadors traveled on ex-

changes in 2009, due to a variety of reasons. FFI will be moving to a smaller office soon, as well. 

What does the FFI staff actually do? On behalf of the global Friendship Force network, they: 
1) maintain a strong international organization that is governed by a Board of Directors,  
2) maintain and support the global club system and the exchanges, including involvement in new club development, and 
leadership training, 

3) develop new programs, such as the teacher exchanges, language learning exchanges, humanitarian exchanges, and 
eco-exchanges, 

4) manage the "partnership" programs (These are ones conducted in countries where the Friendship Force cannot operate 
as it does in countries where regular exchanges are organized - such as the Chinese group we hosted a few years ago, the 
trip to Cuba Rita led, and the exchanges with Vietnam in which our club has participated.), and 
5) promoting Friendship Force globally - creating stronger visual and written messages that focus on our mission. 
The Ambassador fees, club affiliation (membership) fees, donations, grants and some income from sale of Friendship Force 
merchandise all help to keep the FFI office going. 

The 2009 FFI expenses totaled about $1,020,000. This is a 20% reduction from 2008, made possible by budget cuts includ-
ing reductions in all staff salaries. 

The FFI Board and management are committed to maintaining an organization that is financially solid. This means fee in-
creases as needed. They are also looking more aggressively for other sources of revenue. Most importantly, it means every 
club recruiting the maximum number of participants in exchanges. In this way the Friendship Force will successfully con-
tinue the mission to which we are all committed. 

Our Friendship Force Club members enjoy socializing with each other.  People took the opportunity to make new friends 
and deepen old friendships while providing an opportunity to make the world a better place to be, in Oregon and around the 
world. Friendship Force – faces not places—let there be peace on earth—brothers all are we—let us walk with each other in 
perfect harmony. It’s a start—we can make a difference. 
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Exchange News 

Inbound from Southwest Florida and Nature Coast Club, Florida (Sarasota and Ft. Myers areas) 
July 12-17, 2010 -    
Monday, July 12 They arrive at 5PM. The entire club and the ambassadors are meeting at the Weigels’ for a Wel-
come Potuck. 
Tuesday, July 13: trip to the coast in private cars  
Wednesday July 14: Lunch at the Thyme Garden. We must be there at 10:30am for a short tour. Lunch at 11:30am 
We go by private cars.  
Thursday, July 15: trip to Columbia Gorge and Crown Point by bus.  
Friday, July 16: is free day with hosts for shopping, sightseeing, packing. 
Saturday, July 17: ambassadors will depart from the Salem Train Depot in the morning. They travel to Portland to be 
met by the Columbia Cascade club.  

To help with the exchange please contact ED Dorothy Garrett. She may be reached by phone: 503-838-0274 or via 
e-mail: globetrekk3r@yahoo.com  

Inbound from Edmonton, Canada Louise Claassen, Exchange director 

Thanks to all of the wonderful hosts who stepped up and volunteered on such short notice, we had a whirlwind mini-
exchange with the Edmonton club.  The hosts were Don and Joan Rodgers, Juan and Donna Ulep,  Ed and Joyce 
Dart, Pat Byers and myself. We started with a Scramble at Elmers where we all became acquainted with each 
other.  The rest of that day, we toured our respective areas and showed our guests some of the local flavor. The day 
at the coast was a beautiful day and even though we did not go to the Hatfield Marine Science Center because it 
was closed, we had a very good time.  Thank you, Ted and Rita, for the transportation. Our guests enjoyed the coast 
a lot. Ted and Rita took all of them on Wednesday and showed them around Salem and to their business in Jeffer-
son.  Rain interfered with plans to visit the Oregon Gardens.  Later in the day, we all met at Cidicci's in Albany for a 
farewell pizza gathering. 
Many thanks to all of you.  Louise Claassen - ED 

Outbound :  

Tbilisi, Georgia - May 

2010,  

ED, Juanita Weigel   

Participants in the recent ex-

change to Tbilisi, Georgia will 

share their stories at out June 

13 gathering. Complete infor-

mation about the gathering 

may be found on page 6. 

Ambassadors to Tbilisi, Georgia; photo submitted by Juanita Weigel 

Edmonton visitors and hosts; 

photo submitted by Louise 

Claassen 

mailto:globetrekk3r@yahoo.com
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Friendship Force of Oregon’s Mid-Willamette Valley Board Meeting, April 6,  2010, at Juanita Weigel’s home. 
Meeting is convened at 1:08 by president, Juanita Weigel. Others in attendance: Louise Claassen, Marilyn Peter-
son, Dorothy Garrett, Rita Powell, Van and Cheeri Nichols, and Kathy Butler.  
Minutes for Feb. 5 meeting approved: MSP/Kathy, Van. 
Treasurer/Van: We received $1375 for the lunar new year and it cost us $1220, coming out $155 ahead. MSP 
Kathy/ Marilyn that we donate the $155 to the LBCC choir (James Reddan, director) for their fund raising efforts for 
the trip to Manhattan. Friendship shared took in $960 and put out $960. Total bank account is $17,168, with 
$10,000 in CD’s. 
Newsletter/ Marilyn –since no board meeting in May and no gathering, no newsletter. Deadline will be after May 20 
for June newsletter. Need article on Spokane conference. Need information on Tbilisi exchange before group 
leaves May 17. Need minutes, earlier, please. There will also be a missing issue in the fall as Marilyn will be gone. 
President article- Juanita. 
Exchanges: Edmonton, Canada will send 6 people for a mini-exchange after the Spokane conference. Louise is 
ED. Marilyn will make hosting applications. 1 couple 4 singles, $20/night- Breakfast scramble. 
Florida inbound –Dorothy Garrett waiting to hear more about possible date change from July 12-17. 
Santa Barbara Inbound 2011- confusion on their end, hence ours. 
New Zealand incoming-  2011–they are working on ―hch‖ 
Taiwan Outbound- Nov 2011 Kaohsiung, (Portland’s sister city) Juanita to contact to possibly coordinate time with 
International conference Thailand. 
Need poster with club display for conference. 
Club pins-need for Georgia and regional conference in Spokane. 
Dorothy Garrett- in interest of efficiency and paper reduction –keep host and ambassador applications on file to 
give to next ED. MSP -  Dorothy/Kathy 
We need nomination committee for new officers-Pres, VP, Sec. Treas. 
Moonfall in September or October. We can sell fewer tickets so safety issue of egress can be addressed. 
May—no board meeting or general meeting because of exchange 
June-- Board meeting June 4-general meeting June 13 Strawberry shortcake. Van to make shortcakes, Lloyd 
strawberries, Rita whipped cream. 
July  no gathering due to inbound Florida exchange 
August—Picnic in North Albany Park-annual meeting—elect officers 
September—General meeting at Powell’s in Albany. Everyone bring 1 ingredient for soup- Nichols -tomatoes 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:35 pm  
Respectfully submitted by Cheeri Nichols, Secretary 

Friendship Force Pledge 
As a member of the Friendship 
Force, I recognize that I can make a 
difference. I recognize that I have a 
mission. That mission is to be a 
friend to the people of the world. As I 
embark upon this adventure, I know 
that others will be watching me. I 
know that through my example to my 
fellow citizens and the people of 
other nations, the cause of friend-
ship, love and peace can be fur-
thered. I can make a difference.  

 

Board of Directors 2010 

Officers: 
President:  Juanita Weigel 503-375-9967     
 rufus2000@comcast.net 
Vice President:  Marilyn Bervin 541-929-5633 bervins@peak.org 
  Louise Claassen 541-928-8057 louclasen@comcast.net 
Secretary:   Cheeri Nichols 503-581-1414 vpncheer@comcast.net 
Treasurer:  Van Nichols 503-581-1414 vpncheer@comcast.net 
 
Standing Committees: 
Past Presidents:  Kathy Butler 541-926-9897 f4192butlerkw@comcast.net 
  Dorothy Garrett 503-838-0274 globetrekk3r@yahoo.com 
Sunshine:  Sue Stein 541-928-4003 sstein123@comcast.net 
Membership:  Marilyn Bervin 541-929-5633 bervins@peak.org  
Historian:  Warren Harmon 503-3991654 warrenharmon@q.com 
Archivist:   Rosella Workinger 541-926-4105 rworkinger@comcast.net 
Newsletter/website: Marilyn Peterson 541-926-7431 peterson.marilyn@comcast.net 
Merchandise: Dorothy Steward 503-364-3969 dstewart854@msn.com 

Club Exchange Directors—Outbound 

May 2010 Tbilisi, Georgia Juanita Weigel 

2011, Kaohsiung, Taiwan 

2011, Northern Colorado 

Club Exchange Directors—Inbound 

July 12 - 17, 2010 Florida - Dorothy Garrett 

2011 Whangarei and Wanganue, New Zealand 

2011 Santa Barbara, California 

April 6, 2010, Board Meeting Minutes 
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Florida Inbound Exchange Workshop 
 

The workshop for the inbound exchange from Florida will be just before the general meet-
ing on June 13 at Weigels'  house.  We will start at 1:30 so we have time to get everything 
done before the meeting starts at 3:00.  Everyone who is hosting is expected to be 
there.  Day hosts also should plan to come.  
Contact Kathy Butler or Evedene Bennett for additional information. 

This Issue of Connections, and more information about our club, may be found on our 

website: http://www.fforegon.org 

Contact us at: fforegon@comcast.net or PO Box 1703, Albany, Oregon 97321 

Sunday, June 13 Gathering, 3pm 

The home of Lloyd and Juanita Weigel 

3450 Emerald Way NW, Salem, Oregon 

Stories and adventures told by the ambassadors to Tbilisi 

will be the program at the June 13 gathering, unless Jua-

nita is unable to extricate herself from the predicament 

shown to the right.  

Strawberry shortcake will be on the menu thanks to Van 

Nichols (shortcake), the Weigels (strawberries) and Rita 

Powell (whipped cream).  Bring a hearty appetite.  

Directions to the home of Lloyd and Juanita Weigel at 

3450 Emerald Dr. NW, Salem, Oregon. 

Phone: 503-375-9967. 

In Salem go west across the West Salem bridge. Stay in 

the right hand lane and turn right onto Wallace Rd.  Turn 

left on Orchard Heights. Stay on Orchard Heights Road (at 

the fork with Orchard Heights Place NW stay to the right); 

go 2.9 miles to 38th, turn right. Turn right on Echo. Go to 

end of Echo and turn left on Simmons (only way you can 

turn).  Go to two story house on corner of Simmons and 

Emerald, right hand side.   

Exchange Directors Needed  

Inbound 2011 August exchange from Whangarei and Wanganue, New Zealand   

Outbound 2011 November Kaohsiung, Taiwan  

Inbound 2011 Santa Barbara, CA  

Outbound 2011 Northern Colorado  

Contact Juanita Weigel to volunteer. Often two people share the exchange director position and the plan-

ning is traditionally done as a group. Many hands make the burden of being an ED much lighter and much 

more fun.  Please consider volunteering today. 

Photos submitted by Juanita Weigel  


