Mercer County Woodland Owners Association

MCWOA NEWS

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Calendar of Events 2
Winter Homes 2
Wildflowers 3
Don’s Diary 4
For the Novice 5
ID KEYS 6
Tree-Whiz, for Kidy 7
Importance of Snow 8
Foresters Forum 9
Current Event— Tim- 10
Before you Sell 11

My Two Cents

by Pat Campbell, MCWOA Sec/Tres

They say ‘can’t teach an old dog’ and if that
is true then they have never been to the
Woodland Owners Convention. Well this
past February I attended what I hope will be
many more to come.

I was surprised to see over 200 people in at-
tendance, and met several that traveled to
Meadville from Erie and Clarion regions. It
was also nice to see faces I’'m becoming fa-
miliar with from other woodland groups.
The networking and sharing of ideas, issues
and hopes extend the bond we all have in our
woodlands.

Sessions covering forest songbirds, deer
management in private forests, forest wildlife
and research projects by CEED (Center for
Economic and Environmental Development).

Forest Ecology Camp

The Forest Ecology Camp is an annual coopera-
tive program sponsored by the McKeever Envi-
ronmental Learning Center and the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources Bureau of
Forestry.

The Forest Ecology Camp is an exciting and edu-
cational experience that gives students’ the oppor-
tunity to learn about the forest ecosystem. Most
of the week is spent “in the field” participating in
forest and stream ecology studies, tree identifica-
tion, wildflowers, tree boring and studying a one-
acre plot of forest.

You’ll canoe the cool waters of Geneva Marsh,
one of the largest wetlands in Pennsylvania and
swim in Sandy Lake, one of the least developed
glacial lakes in northwestern Pennsylvania. You
can join other boys and girls from across the state
that shares similar outdoor interests.

A Resource Professional from DCNR’s Bureau of
Forestry and an educator from the McKeever
Center lead each group of students. Topics in-
clude general forestry practices, forest ecology,
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One of my biggest surprises for the day was
when the groups split for the afternoon.
While Don headed off to the Hemlock Wooly
Adelgid Updates and the Timber Marketing
Basics, I thought I would go to the smaller
groups - but ended in a packed house. Who
knew Income Tax Considerations and Oil
and Gas Leasing would be such “hot” topics.

I’'m always open for information and found
plenty here. The key themes for Taxes—
record keeping current and past! and Oil &
Gas—remember its your property and you
have rights!

I will be posting some additional information
links on our website. Hope you can visit.
www.MCWOA.org

July 8-13, 2007

forest soils, wildlife management and wetlands.
This camp features field trips, guest speakers and
recreational activities that include swimming and
hiking.

This program is open for boys and girls who are
entering 6"-9" grades and have an interest in the
outdoors. The cost for this weeklong program is
$275.00 and includes all meals, from Sunday din-
ner to breakfast on Friday, lodging, evening
snacks, instruction, guest speakers, T-shirt and all
materials.

For an application, call, write or e-mail the
McKeever Center, 55 McKeever Lane, Sandy
Lake, PA 16145. 724.376.1000 info@mckeever.
org, www.mckeever.org Deadline for registration
is June 13, 2007.

NOTE: MCWOA offers scholarships to this
camp. Students do not have to be a MCWOA
member but they must be sponsored by a cur-
rent member. Submit scholarship requests to
Mark Bodamer, DCNR, Bureau of Forestry, 684
Lake Wilhelm Road, Sandy Lake, PA 16145.
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Saturday, May 5

Ur COMING EVENTS

eMarch 10

ter, Sandy Lake 9 am—noon.

Blue Birds and Purple Martin Program @ McKeever Learning Cen-

March 14 Board Meeting Mercer County Extension Office 7 pm

eMay5  CHAINSAW SAFETY

Stihl Company Products User Representative, Ben Crago will present a
Chainsaw Safety program for MCWOA. Event will be held at Launch 3 Pavilion @
M K Goddard State Park. 9 am - 1 pm This is an outdoor —-Rain or Shine- event
please dress appropriately—field demonstration will be included. Due to safety
concerns class size limited - Please register by e-mail to MCWOA@yahoo.org or

call Pat @ 814-425-2700.

July Field Trip & Summer Picnic (date pending) Forest Regeneration.

Travel to State Forest Lands by bus to receive an up-date program on regenera-
tion efforts, effectiveness of fencing against deer over browse

Winter Homes for Wildlife

Anyone who has endured one Pennsyl-
vania winter can tell you: It gets awful
cold. As the cold weather approaches,
Pennsylvanians prepare by donning win-
ter coats, hats, scarves, and mittens. We
may even try to keep from spending time
outdoors at all. Pennsylvania wildlife
share these same instincts. Animals that
don’t migrate or hibernate will spend the
season searching for warmth in the
snow-covered forest.

Rock walls, brush piles, grapevine tan-
gles, briar patches, tree cavities, downed
wood, bark crevices, these are all exam-
ples of what natural resource profession-
als call “winter thermal cover,” or places
for animals to take shelter from the cold.
According to Gary San Julian, professor
of wildlife ecology at Penn State, devel-
oping good wildlife habitat means provid-
ing all of the elements that animals need:
food, water, and shelter.

"Animals are looking for a place out of
the wind, a place to stay dry, and a place
to stay insulated.” San Julian says.
Where does such a place exist? For
deer, a cluster of evergreen trees makes

the perfect hide-away from the snow and
cold. Places that are vulnerable to the
cold, such as the transitional area be-
tween field and forest, can be made more
wildlife friendly by leaving a couple of
rows of crops along the edges. San
Julian adds, “That’'s especially important
if there is some thermal cover nearby.
You don’t get your best crops there any-
way, and it has a great benefit for wildlife,
and also has a benefit for erosion. ”

You don’t have to be a farmer or forest
landowner to provide winter habitat for
animals. San Julian has built a brush pile,
a loose collection of fallen twigs and
branches, in his backyard for resting rab-
bits, and other small mammals. He notes
that birds are attracted to open sources
of water, such as heated birdbaths (or in
the forest, spring seeps), when fresh wa-
ter is in short supply.

*k*k

The Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry and
USDA Forest Service, in partnership with
the Penn State’s Forest Resources Ex-
tension, sponsor the Forest Stewardship
Program in Pennsylvania.
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Spring Wildflowers: Tempting
Beauties in Our Woodlands

Written by Jim Finley, fi4@psu.edu

Spring flowers are coming to a woodlot
near you. Dutchman’s breeches, Chicken
and Corn, Round-leaved Orchids, La-
dyslippers, Red Trillium, Jack-in-the-
Pulpit are interesting names that describe
wonderful flowers that may brighten for-
ests for a short springtime window.

Wildflowers help make forests magical.
The small, sometimes inconspicuous
flowers are magical in their beauty. The
colors, variety, and diversity are amaz-
ing. Local forests may have dozens of
spring wildflower species. Dropping to
your knees and observing flowers is fun.
Even the more common wildflowers,
such as Adder’s Tongue and Spring-
beauty, are intriguing and captivating.

Many of these flowers are ephemeral.
Ephemeral flowers are only visible for
short time. They erupt from the forest
floor, flower, and disappear in only a few
weeks. The knowledgeable observer may
still recognize the leaves and fruits of
many of these species later in the grow-
ing season; however, for the most part,
the season is short.

Ephemeral forest flowers evolved to take
advantage of light and moisture condi-
tions in the springwoods. Growth begins
early while the forest canopy is devoid of
leaves. Below the leafless canopy, the
forest floor warms rapidly, stirring wild-
flowers to initiate growth. As they begin
to flower, early emerging pollinating in-
sects seek them out and take advantage
of these sources of nectar and pollen.
The ideal light conditions last only a
short time; soon the leaves in the forest
canopy begin to unfold and capture the
light. As this happens, the spring flower
season soon ends

In many of our forests, the spring wild-
flower display is not as diverse and rich
as it could be. Many of the spring flow-
ers are favorite food sources for white-
tailed deer. Some of the more showy
flowers, such as Trillium and Ladyslip-
pers rare in forests where they were once
abundant as deer selective browse them
in the understory. Also missing in many
forests are some less conspicuous species
such as Canada Mayflower and Indian
Cucumber Root. In many cases, you can
find individual plants preferred by deer,
but often these individuals are smaller
and much less robust than they should
be. Often time, you can find some of
these browse-impacted plants finding
refuge in soil patches on top of large
rocks or along ledges.

Wherever you find spring wildflowers,
take the opportunity to enjoy them where
you find them. Picking takes away the
opportunity for them to reproduce and to
spread through the forest. Some of the
flowers are rare and we should always
try to encourage their presence where in
the forest. So, take pictures and gather
memories — to blossom.

There are many great field guides avail-
able to identifying spring flowers. These
guides often start with the flower’s color,
then the structure, and sometimes link to
the site where the plant occurs. When
you identify a species, make a notation
in the book about where you first saw it.
In this way, you can start a “Life List.” It
will aid you in recalling the species,
what it looked like, and where it grew.
As you learn your spring flowers, show
others and encourage them to enjoy the
season!

PENNSTATE

@

Wildflowers help
make forests

magical
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Boundary lines are
an excellent place
to leave cavity

nesting trees

DON’S DIARY

CAVITY TREES

While sitting in my deer stand during the re-
cent rifle season I got to watch quite a bit of
the local wildlife going about their daily rou-
tine. From my perch 15 feet in the air I saw
three squirrels go in and out of a 16 inch di-
ameter Red Maple tree about 40 yards form
my stand. Upon leaving the stand the first
evening I went to the tree to look for the hole
they were using. It was out of view from my
perch in my deer stand. Sure enough about
16 feet up the backside of that tree there was
a small hole where a branch had once been
and now was rotted away.

Boundary lines are an excellent place to
leave cavity nesting trees, and our property
has a good variety. The good thing about our
property boundary is that some boarders the
neighbors cow pasture while others bound on
forestland in different stages of development.
Beechnut, Red Maple, Sugar Maple, Bass-
wood, Hickory trees make up most of our
den trees. The last logger left beechnut trees
because of low value and tendency to be hol-
low. Most likely they weren’t worth the log-
ger’s time and the owner didn’t require the
logger to drop them to the forest floor.

Pat and I have more than six den trees per
acre, the recommended number by some of
the experts is four to six per acre. We are
still lacking natural cavities in many of the
place we want to get birds nesting. As I have
covered in the past we have put up eight
bluebird boxes in open field where there are
no favorable trees. This year near our home
we are placing a Purple Martin house be-
cause we want to attract that beautiful and
very valuable insect eater. Last year we put
up a kestrel nest. In the neighbors cow pas-
ture I see kestrel frequently no doubt they are
using a natural cavity in the tree line along
the road. That small bird of prey eats mostly
mice in the pasture area. They like to site on
power lines and look for their prey. By the
way, they’re a good indication that the envi-
ronment is health in any area where they
live.

In the past I’ve talked about putting up Wood
Duck nests, four to be exact. I haven’t
checked all of the boxes yet but during the

summer of 2005 we had young wood ducks
raised on our beaver pond. They did not
come from one of our boxes. Evidently there
is a den tree some where within a mile of the
pond that they used. During the summer of
2006 we had a Merganser raise her young on
the beaver pond. This year the beaver cre-
ated two more ponds to make a total of four
in our six-acre bottomland. The bottomland
was mostly red stem dogwood, grasslands
and willow brush prior to the beaver flooding
it.

Our Wood Duck nests are not a complete
loss as I have found squirrels using one and
in the winter I saw a Screech Owl in another
one. If the temperature falls below zero,
when you check you box they will sit there
and not move. You could pick them up but
watch out they don’t latch on to you. I ob-
serve them and just leave them alone. At the
State Park I have seen several Screech Owls
in the 50 Wood Duck Boxes the volunteers
maintain. Honey Bees have also made a
home in Wood Duck nests and one in our bat
house.

Mark Bodamer helped me out this year by
trapping four beaver out of the oldest pond
and the neighbor boy took one. There should
be five beaver remaining in the ponds. By
the way Mark got the large male from the
oldest pond and it weighed approximately 60
1bs.

I have debated about putting up a Barred
Owl box, but there isn’t any hurry at this
time because I saw one of those beautiful
birds from my tree stand. The neighbors
were putting on a deer drive and they chased
it to me. It landed in a tree no more than 40
yards from me and stayed long enough for
me to look at it through my binoculars. It
had brown eyes and no visible ears, plus it
was in the middle of a forest. I was sure it
was a Barred Owl but I looked it up in Pat’s
bird book when I got home just to be sure.
Since this is one of the large Owls I assume
that somewhere a large den tree near by is
called home. They have a large range so I'm
not likely to draw another owl to our prop-

(Continued on page §8)
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Dichotomous Keys
LLEARNING TO MAKE TREE INDENTIFICATION

Terminal bud, in this case pubescent (fuzzy).
Leaf scar, where the leaf was attatched.

Vascular bundle scars, where the xylem entered the

TwIiG KEY leaf and phloem entered the twig.

Lateral bud

Pubescence might appear on the bud or on the
twig, in this case it appears on both.

Leaf arrangement, in this case the leaves do not

Learning o identify appear opposite each other but alternate on the twig.
Your forest during any
Pith, in this case chambered (divided).
season. Most peaple
know it by the 1eaf—
can you identify it by
other means?
This whole structure is a single compound leaf,
3 in this case it is trifoliate
. Petiole, the continuation
of which 1s a rachis in a
pinnate leaf
A lobe
LEAF KEY Petiolule, the petiole (leaf
stalk) of a leaflet
This leaf edge is double

serrate (saw-like)

One of 3 leaflets
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TREE-WHIZ

Welcome to a forest.

A forest is an area of plants and
animals made up mostly of frees.
Every forest has layers of plants.
These main layers are the canopy,
the understory, and the forest
floor.

The canopy is formed by the
branches an leaves from the tallest
trees. Beneath the canopy is the
understory, where shorter trees
and shrubs grow. The forest floor
has seedlings, grasses, ferns, and
crumbling plants and logs. Differ-
ent layers of the forest.

Different kinds of plants and ani-
mals live in different kinds of for-
ests, too. Why? Because forests

ILEARNING PAGE

have different soils, climates, and
amounts of water. For example, a
hemlock tree grows best in a wet,
moist, cool, forest. A chestnut
oaks grows better where it is dry
and warm.

Forest ecology is the study of how
soils, sunlight, water, and other
parts of nature work together to
make a unique forest.

Any product or benefit that comes
from the forest is a forest re-
source.

Forests are a renewable Resource
because if they are taken care of
they will re-grow.

FILL IN THE BLANK

1. The is the top of the forest
and is made up of branches and leaves
from the tallest trees.

2. is the study of how soil,
light, water and living things work to-
gether, blending to make a unique for-
est.

3. Proper care or our natural resources is
called

4. is a science, a business, and
an art that includes conservation and
management of forests.

5. Management of the forest for more

than one resource is called
management.

6. Forests are a because they
can regrow and renew themselves.

7. The layer of shorter trees and shrubs
directly below the canopy is called the

8. The is the bottom later in a
forest ecosystem, where seedlings,
grasses, and wildflowers grow.

Curiosity leads to learning

Words to Learn
Renewable resources
Forest Floor
Conservation
Forestry
Forest Ecology
Multiple Resources
Understory
Canopy
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the lack of snow
cover can be a
blessing or a

disaster

THE IMPORTANCE OF SNOW

Written by: Bryan Swistock, E-mail: brs@psu.edu

Residents of Pennsylvania are used to
dealing with snow. Annual snowfall ranges
from an average of about 20 inches in south-
eastern counties to nearly 100 inches down-
wind of Lake Erie. But the winter of 2006-07
has been anything but average. As of late
January much of central and eastern Pennsyl-
vania still has not received one inch of snow,
breaking records that date back to the late
1800’s.

Depending on your perspective, the lack of
snow cover can be a blessing or a disaster.
Less snow reduces energy costs, eases travel
and prolongs some outdoor recreation but is
devastating to ski enthusiasts and the busi-
nesses that rely on them. The impact that a
lack of snow cover can have on water sup-
plies around the state is less obvious.

Unlike some western states where snow may
account for more than 80% of the annual pre-
cipitation, snow typically makes up 10 to
25% of the annual precipitation in Pennsyl-
vania. Although snow is less important than
rainfall, the presence of a snow pack in
spring can be a very important source of wa-
ter in the forest. Melting snow forms tempo-
rary vernal ponds that serve as a critical habi-
tat for many forest amphibians.

The snow pack that accumulates during an
average winter also insulates the soil under-
neath it keeping the soil largely unfrozen and
able to absorb water from melting snow.

Since trees and other plants are dormant dur-
ing early spring, most of the snowmelt water
entering the soil infiltrates deep below the
surface where it recharges ground water ag-
uifers. When snow cover is lacking, not only
is less water available but the soil may also
freeze deeper preventing snowmelt or rain
from recharging ground water until later in
the spring.

Ground water aquifers that are recharged in
the spring by melting snow provide water
supply wells and streams with a steady
source of cool ground water during the long,
hot summer. Fish and other stream life have
adapted to the increased stream flows in
spring and the relatively cool ground water
that is supplied to the stream throughout the
summer. Without this spring recharge,
stream levels may drop and stream tempera-
tures may increase to dangerous levels dur-
ing the summer. The effects of a lack of
snow on water resources can be offset by
frequent rainfall during the spring. However,
once the growing season begins, the window
of opportunity to recharge ground water is
lost until the next dormant season.

The next time you are celebrating the warm,
snow-free winter weather or cursing old man
winter as you shovel snow, consider the im-
portant role that snow plays in ensuring wa-
ter supplies and stream ecosystems through-
out the state.

DON’S DIARY

(Continued from page 4)

erty.

This February, I took part in a workshop at
McKeever Environmental Learning Center -
Wood Working for Wildlife. They provided
copies of the Game Commission Woodwork-
ing For Wildlife booklet to all who attended.
In Early March they will have their annual
workshop on Bluebirds and Purple Martins.
Every year in February and March McKeever
puts on a variety of programs that might in-
terest you. You can check them out on their
web page at: www.McKeever.org or call

them at 724 376-1000. During the summer
Goddard State Park puts on similar programs
with hands on checking out nesting activities.
For more information on Goddard program-
ming go to www.visitPAparks.com and find
our calendar of events. Topics that Goddard
State Park usual covers are Purple Martins,
Bluebirds, Osprey, Bats. You can also get
information from The Friends of Goddard
Web page: www.friendsofgoddard.org
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THE FORESTER’S FORUM

Mark Bodamer, Forester

Diameter Limit Cutting --
- Destroying Your Forest

A diameter limit cut is defined as the
harvest of all trees over a specific di-
ameter, typically 14 or 16 inches. By
cutting the larger, more valuable trees,
this type of cut leads to high-grading,
which in a nutshell, takes the best and
leaves the rest. It removes the high-
grade trees and leaves the low-grade
trees. This leaves the forest in a bio-
logically and aesthetically degraded
condition for a long period of time. It is
analogous to pulling up your most
prized tomato plants and leaving the
suppressed and inferior plants to grow
the tomatoes.

Most of the forests throughout Pennsyl-
vania are in an even-aged condition that
is a result of extensive heavy cutting in
the past. Therefore, most of the trees in
your forest are within 20 years of age to
each other. The smaller trees are small
for a reason; they were out-competed
for sunlight, space and nutrients by
more vigorous cohorts. Genetics may
have been a factor but favorable cir-
cumstances and the species growth
characteristics were most likely the
main reason for the competitive advan-
tage. They have been crowded and/or
suppressed for a period of time and are
of lower vigor and poorer health com-
pared to the more dominant trees. Be-
cause of their poor condition and having
been suppressed and crowded for a pe-
riod of time, opening these suppressed
trees to sunlight will not make them
grow into valuable timber trees. Their
growth response will be very limited,

DCNR, Bureau of Forestry

and they will severely limit the
growth of new seedlings by blocking
sunlight with their canopy. Often,
deer will quickly browse over what
new regeneration may be growing
on the forest floor. Hence, after a
diameter limit cut, we have a forest
with poor genetics and suppressed,
low vigor trees and low value spe-
cies, often with little or no regenera-
tion.

Unfortunately, diameter limit cutting
is the type of cut most often prac-
ticed on private forestlands. It is the
easiest type of cut to employ and
probably the most understandable
for many landowners.  Unfortu-
nately, it gives no consideration or
planning for the future forest’s spe-
cies composition, spacing, wood and
wildlife production, or new forest
establishment through natural regen-
eration.

A typical landowner, if he or she
cuts properly, may have one or two
more harvests left in their lifetime.
Apply a diameter limit cut and
you’re probably done, and most
likely so is any income potential for
your children. You leave a legacy to
future generations of trying to cor-
rect a poor and unsustainable cutting
practice from the past, usually by
clearcut. Clearcutting is often the
only option available to correct a di-
ameter limit cut. At least this would
remove the canopy of inferior, low
vigor, and low value species so that
the forest may start anew.

Diameter limit cutting is wrong.

DNt

The smaller trees are
small for a reason; they
were out-competed for
sunlight, space and
nutrients by more

vigorous cohorts
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Erie Times Netog

The following articles have
been reproduced with
written permission of the
Times Publishing Company.
MCWOA Thanks them for
their cooperation

“The agreement was
never put in

writing”’

“I got $3,300 out of it”

“ Police put a
conservative estimate
of $25,000”

Erie Times-News (PA)

December 7, 2006

Police cut into logger's business

By TIM HAHN

ALBION -- Thomas McCamman fig-
ured he had a good deal when Randy
Snyder handed him $3,300.

The money was McCamman's cut of a
deal that Snyder offered the Elk Creek
Township man during the summer of
2004.

If McCamman would allow Snyder to
harvest the abundance of cherry trees on
McCamman's 8l-acre spread along
Route 6N, Snyder would sell the wood to
lumber buyers and split the proceeds
with the landowner.

"You figure, for one load of cherry I got
$3,300 out of it," McCamman, 70, said
Wednesday. "But then the money
stopped."

Pennsylvania State Police investigators
believe that Snyder hauled at least 16
more loads of cherry logs out of
McCamman's woods between Aug. 1
and Sept. 30, 2004.

Police put a conservative estimate of
$25,000 on the value of those logs. But
the only additional money McCamman
collected from the deal was $1,500, after
a $3,800 check issued by Snyder's com-
pany bounced, according to police.
Snyder, 30, of Union City, now faces fel-
ony charges.

State police Trooper Donald Claypoole
on Tuesday charged Snyder with theft by
unlawful taking, theft by deception and
theft by failure to make required disposi-
tion of funds received in the case.

The charges come as Snyder sits in state
prison. He was sentenced in November
to three to six years on charges that he
pulled a similar scam in Venango
County.

tim.hahn@timesnews.com

Snyder also awaits sentencing in Erie
County on charges he harvested trees
from a couple in Springfield Township
in 2005, but failed to pay them for the
trees he took.

In the criminal complaint he filed against
Snyder, Claypoole alleged Snyder and
another man approached McCamman
during the summer of 2004 as represen-
tatives of North Timco Timber Harvest-
ing. They made a verbal commitment to
buy some of McCamman's timber, sell it
wholesale and pay McCamman 50 per-
cent of the proceeds.

The agreement was never put in writing,
McCamman said.

"It's my stupidity. I trusted the man," he
said. "I'm from old school. My word is
my bond."

McCamman was supposed to receive his
cut of the timber sale each Saturday. He
received $3,300 the first Saturday, but
then nothing over the next two Satur-
days, he said.

"I got to bugging him on the phone a lit-
tle bit, and I got a check for $3,800. That
bounced like India rubber," McCamman
said.

Snyder later paid McCamman $1,500
toward the bad check, but never gave the
landowner another cent, Claypoole said.
Investigators checked the records of lum-
ber buyers in northwestern Pennsylvania
and determined that at least 17 loads of
McCamman's lumber were sold.

"The part that really bothers me is he
took out seven to eight loads of white
wood. They were supposed to saw that
lumber for me, and we were going to use
it to build my wife a house," McCamman

(Continued on page 11)
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said. "Talk about being in the doghouse."
Snyder is scheduled to be arraigned on
Claypoole's charges on Jan. 5, the same
date he is scheduled to appear in Erie
County Common Pleas Court for ar-
raignment on the charges involving the
lumber taken from Springfield Township
in 2005.

Snyder is also scheduled for sentencing
Jan. 5 on charges that he was given nine
all-terrain vehicles to sell or repair at a
business he ran in Washington Township
in late 2005. Police accused him of keep-
ing the money without doing the work or
selling the ATVs and keeping the pro-
ceeds.
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What you should know before selling your trees
by TIM HAHN tim.hahn@timesnews.com

There's good money to be made in sell-
ing trees, if the landowner does it right,
Cecile Stetler said.

Stetler, assistant district forester for the
state Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources Bureau of Forestry,
said it's never a good idea to sell timber
to a person who approaches a landowner
with little more than a promise.

"When a decision is made to sell timber,
the most important thing a landowner
should know is what they have and what
they should sell," she said.

Forestry officials recommend landown-
ers hire private forestry consultants who
can inventory the owners' trees.

"The person knocking on your door has
an idea of what you have and what they
want to pay you. The owner should be
equally as informed on what they have
and what it's worth to sell it," Stetler
said.

A forestry consultant can do the work of
selecting and marking the right trees to
sell, and then putting those trees out for
competitive bid.

"That means the same trees will get mar-

keted to a dozen or more companies for
them to bid on the trees. That way a
company that needs a particular species
or size of tree has the option of bidding
more for them. The owner then gets the
best price," Stetler said.

A professional forester also can generate
written contracts for the sale of an
owner's timber. Those contracts typically
include a requirement that the timber
harvester provide a performance deposit,
which is a portion of money set aside in
escrow for the seller in case something
goes wrong in the transaction, Stetler
said.

"That way the landowner can mitigate
any damages," she said.

Contracts should also cover plans for re-
pairing any damage to the land caused by
cutting, piling and hauling out the trees,
Stetler said.

For more information on selling timber,
contact the DCNR's regional office in
Warren at (814) 723-0262.
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“the most important
thing a landowner
should know is what
they have and what
they should sell”

In Mercer County
For information on
selling timber,
contact :

Mark Bodamer, Forester
DCNR, Bureau of Forestry
684 Lake Wilhelm Road
Sandy Lake, PA 16145

(724) 253-3634

Mbodamer@state.pa.us




Mercer County Woodland Owners
Association

Attn: Pat Campbell, Sec
778 Sunol Road
Cochranton, PA 16314

Send membership dues
to :Pat Campbell
778 Sunol Road

Cochranton, PA 16314

Need an application?  call or

e-mail. Or at the web site

wiww.MCWOA.org

MCWOA REPRESENTATIVES

Officers: President Robert McGhee
Vice Pres Alan James
Sec/Tres Pat Campbell (814)-425-2700

Email: MCWOA®@yahoo.com

Albert Law
Patrick Kelly

Board Members:

John Scheafnocker
Dane Mitchell

Donald Campbell

Advisors: DCNR, Bureau Forestry

Mercer County Extension Office

MCWOA MEMBERSHIPS

TYPE Dues Description
Lifetime $200
Family $15
Individual $10
Associate $5
Junior $2
Sponsor $10

Mark Bodamer
Gary Micsky

(724)-253-3634
(724) 662-3141

2007

Individual Lifetime, Woodland owner, voting member
Immediate household, Woodland owner, 1 voting member
Individual, Woodland owner, voting member

Individual, Non-Woodland owner, non-voting member
Individual age 16 yrs and younger, non-voting member
Group or Business interested in Woodland Mgmt, non-voting

ALL MEMBERS receive newsletter, mailings, and MCWOA event admissions.

MCWOA NEWS Letters will be discontinued if memberships are not paid up.

FARWELL TO DAVE
BY GARY MICSKY

It is with great sadness that we inform you of
the loss of one of MCWOA’s early life mem-
bers. David T. Rynd, Regional Director for
Penn State Cooperative Extension in the
Northwest Region passed away on February
3, 2007. Dave strongly supported the con-
cept of our association and recognized its
potential to deliver educational programming
to an underserved audience. Dave also real-
ized the initial cost of starting such an or-
ganization, and putting legs underneath it
would be critical to its success and he
quickly became one of our earliest “life
members”.

Dave was known for his love of agriculture,
the woods, and especially our young people.
One of his greatest pleasures was spending
time in the woods with his granddaughters’
deer hunting. His commitment to the 4-H
program is legendary. He was very pleased
and proud of the success of MCWOA and
the participation of so many MCWOA mem-
bers on the Mercer County Cooperative Ex-
tension Board, advisory committees, and rep-
resentation at special regional visits by the
Dean of our College of Agriculture and the
Director of the School of Forest Resources.
Dave understood the importance of an edu-

cated and visible group of forest landowners
and he held MCWOA up as an example of
how private forest landowners, Extension,
and the Bureau of Forestry could work to-
gether to accomplish great things.

The family, friends and colleagues of Dave
Rynd have established the David T. Rynd
Memorial Scholarship Fund. This Scholar-
ship is intended to both honor his memory
and to celebrate his passion for agricultural
and natural resource education. He would be
pleased to see this scholarship opportunity.
As the criteria are still being determined,
monetary contributions can be sent directly
to:

David T. Rynd Memorial Scholarship Fund
c/o Shenango Valley Foundation

33 Chestnut Street

Sharon, PA 16146

Dave is survived by his wife Jane, daughter
Annie, son Ryan, and three granddaughters.
Those who wish to send condolences and a
thank you for Dave’s support of MCWOA
can do so by sending a card to: Jane Rynd and
Family, 181 Tait Rd., Mercer PA 16137



