Lightning Safety Training in Minsi Trails Council BSA  

Training for Council Staff :

1. 
All Minsi Trails Council full-time, part-time, and volunteer staff (including counselors) of each Council resident and day camp will receive thorough Lightning Safety Training before the commencement of each Summer’s resident and day camp season. All Council staff and all volunteer staff who manage a significant portion of any Council-wide outdoor event (such as JAMBO, Beaver Day, or Order of the Arrow weekends) will also receive such training before the commencement of the event.

2. 
This training will be led by the camp or event Lightning Safety Officer or another professional Council staff person who is familiar with the Council’s Lightning Safety Procedures for summer resident, day camps and council-wide events, as well as Council’s Lightning Safety Procedures for district and Council events not held on Council properties.

3.
The training shall include instruction and group discussion concerning Council:


• pre-event lightning safety planning, including survey of available safe structures


• use of Council lightning detection system equipment


• lightning/severe storm emergency signals


• method of severe weather visual/aural surveillance of sky


• lightning/severe storm group emergency procedures and rules


• safety precautions during severe storms when inside safe structures


• safety precautions during severe storms when structures are unavailable


• first-aid and emergency medical services procedures for lightning injuries


• post-severe storm safety procedures and reports.

4.

Sometime during each week of Summer resident camp or at the beginning of each week of day camp, the Lightning Safety Officer or another qualified professional Council staff person shall present a brief review of the above-noted lightning safety training information, to serve as a refresher for the staff and to permit discussion of current lightning safety concerns of the staff.

5.

At the conclusion of each Summer resident and day camp season, and at the conclusion of each Council-wide event, the Lightning Safety Officer or another qualified professional Council staff person shall review the experience of the season or event and make recommendations to the Council Executive regarding any revisions to the Lightning Safety Procedures that seem prudent.

Training of Unit Leaders at Summer Resident/Day Camps, Other Events :

1.  

At the first meeting of unit leaders each week of Summer resident camp, the camp Lightning Safety Officer or another professional Council staff person who is familiar with the Council’s Lightning Safety Procedures for summer resident camp shall conduct a thorough training session for the leaders. Each unit at resident camp shall be required to have at least one registered adult leader present for such training.

2.

This training shall include:


• lightning/severe storm emergency signals


• method of severe weather visual/aural surveillance of the sky


• lightning/severe weather group emergency procedures and rules


• safety precautions during severe storms when inside safe structures


• safety precautions during severe storms when structures are unavailable


• first-aid and emergency medical services procedures for lightning injuries


• instructions to unit leaders on how to present a similar lightning safety procedures 

instruction with the youth of their unit.

3.

At least once during each week of Summer resident camp, during the “Lost Camper” emergency drill, the Lightning Safety Officer shall conduct a camp-wide lightning/severe weather signal and emergency procedures drill. The Lightning Safety Officer will evaluate the performance of resident units during the drill and provide remedial lightning safety procedures instruction to the adult leaders of units which require it.

4.

On the first full day of each week of Summer resident camp, the unit leader shall conduct a brief lightning safety instruction with all the youth of their unit. This instruction shall include:


• lightning/severe storm emergency signals


• method of severe weather visual/aural surveillance of the sky


• lightning/severe weather emergency procedures and rules


• safety precautions during severe storms when inside safe structures


• safety precautions during severe storms when no structures are available.

5.

On the first day of Summer day camp, a qualified Council staff person shall present a thorough lightning safety instruction for all volunteer staff and adult unit leaders. This instruction shall include:


• lightning/severe storm emergency signals for the day camp


• lightning/severe storm procedures and rules for the day camp (including location 


of safe structures accessible to the day camp)


• safety precautions during lightning or severe storms.

6.

In the registration/information packet sent to unit leaders for any Council-wide or District outdoor event, Council shall provide event-specific lightning safety information, including:


• lightning/severe storm signals for the event


• method of severe weather visual/aural surveillance of the sky


• lightning/severe weather procedures for the event


• location of safe structures accessible to the event


• lightning safety precautions inside structures and when structures are unavailable.

Training of Unit Leaders for Lightning Safety :

1.

A segment on Lightning Safety shall be included in all Council Scoutmaster/ Assistant Scoutmaster Leader Specific Training training courses, as part of the course discussion of outdoor safety rules.

2.

This Lightning Safety segment of all SM/ASM Leader Specific Training should include instruction on:


• lightning/severe storm emergency signals used at Council resident camps


• method of severe weather visual/aural surveillance of the sky


• summary of lightning/severe weather group emergency procedures at resident 


camps


• safety precautions during severe storms when inside safe structures


• safety precautions during severe storms when structures are unavailable


• first-aid and emergency medical services procedures for lightning injuries


• instructions to unit leaders on how to present a similar lightning safety procedures 

instruction with the youth of their unit.

Copies of the current Council “Lightning Safety Policies for Resident and Day Camps” and “Lightning Safety Polices for District and Council Events Not Held On Council Properties” should be distributed to trainees at this time.

3. 

Minsi Trails Council should as soon as feasible develop a way to include a segment on outdoor activity safety procedures as part of Cub Scout Leader Training and Venture Leader Training in Minsi Trails Council (neither of which course currently includes such information), in a manner compatible with the BSA course syllabuses.

4.

Until such outdoor activity safety information is formally included in Cub Scout and Venture leader training, Minsi Trails Council should, if economically feasible, provide copies of the current “BSA Guide to Safe Scouting” to all attendees of Cub Scout Leader Training and Venture Leader Training. If such copies are provided, copies of the Council’s “Lightning Safety Policies for District and Council Events Not Held on Council Properties” should be inserted into the Guide to Safe Scouting when distributed at these trainings.

5. 

Council shall encourage District Cub Scout, Boy Scout, and Venture Roundtables to include an annual discussion of Council’s lightning safety policies, at which copies of Council’s “Lightning Safety Policies for District and Council Events Not Held on Council Properties” should be distributed to leaders attending.

6.

Council shall include a copy of Council’s “Lightning Safety Policies for District and Council Events Not Held on Council Properties” in the annual Program Packet mailed to each unit.

7.

The appropriate committee of Minsi Trails Council shall periodically review current national lightning safety standards (consulting such organizations as the National Lightning Safety Institute, the National Weather Service, the National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS), and the NCAA) to ascertain that Council lightning safety policies are updated to current generally-accepted practices and that Council lightning safety training of unit leaders is up-to-date.
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