BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA




MINSI TRALS COUNCIL


Tip Sheet:  Camp Minsi - Stillwater Lake Dam

Letter Writing Campaign: 10,000 Letters
The Goal

· Inform state Governor and Legislators about the importance of Stillwater Lake and the threat of its potential loss due to the DEP actions.
· Encourage the State Legislators and Governor to release the State R-CAP funds needed for the Stillwater Lake Dam remediation.

The Action

· Engage all Scout staff, leaders, volunteers, Scouts, parents, family, friends and concerned individuals to write letters to their state Legislators and the Governor asking for release of R-CAP funds for this project.  For Scouts this is a good opportunity to demonstrate “citizenship in action”.

The Plan

· The letter writing campaign will include:

· Kick Off - 2/1 to 2/15/2008 - Scout Leader kicks-off letter writing campaign; gives sample letters to all youth, parents, volunteers, etc.; provides the Governor and Legislators’ names for your unit; and engages unit volunteers to follow-up with parents about the campaign.  Remember this campaign is an opportunity to show Scouts “citizenship in action” and have them participate in the democratic process (an important part of Scouting).

· Letter Writing - 2/2 to 3/25/2008 - Letters are written by all using samples provided or using their own words.  Scouts and Cubs can also draw “Save Stillwater Lake … help us save Camp Minsi” drawings or provide photos of them at camp with handwritten notes attached.  Remember that all letters should be signed and give the unit number and town name.  PLEASE DO NOT MAIL LETTERS (see below).
· Return Letters – March, 2008 - All letters are returned to the Scout Leaders and brought to the March District Roundtable.  Council staff will hand deliver the estimated 10,000 letters to Harrisburg legislative offices.
Thank you for your help with this important effort to Save Stillwater Lake!

