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Welcome to P.R.A.Y.’s Boy Scout News Bulletin. This Bulletin is how we share information about the religious emblems programs and ways to strengthen relationships with the religious community. 

RELIGIOUS EMBLEMS COURSE OFFERED AT PHILMONT TRAINING CENTER 

There’s still time to enroll in the Religious Emblems Course at the Philmont Training Center in Cimarron , New Mexico July 29th through August 4, 2007. The course will present ways to promote religious emblems and how to use religious emblems as a membership tool to increase BSA membership in faith communities. An added benefit this year will be a celebration of the 100th Anniversary of World Scouting including special commemorative items for participants. The course director is P.R.A.Y. CEO Mark Hazlewood. Click here for more information http://www.praypub.org/ptc_syllabus.htm. 

CASCADE PACIFIC COUNCIL 

The Protestant Committee on Scouting in the Cascade Pacific Council ( Portland , OR ) has shared what they have done in the hope that it may be helpful to other councils and religious committees.
· Annual Recognition Dinner – The Committee recognizes Scouts who have earned their God and Country emblem. Recipients and their parents, leaders and ministers are invited. Scouts are presented with a Scriptural plaque, a book called One Who Believed, and the workbook for the next level in the religious emblems program. This year attendance was approximately 250 people. Speakers for the dinners have included clergy, a professional football player, politicians, and seminary professors. The entertainment has featured Christian Bands, the Salvation Army band, song fests, and instrumentalists. The whole program takes 2 hours and 15 minutes. 
· Paul and Kate Thiess Award – This award recognizes outstanding service in promoting “Duty to God.” Paul and Kate Thiess were active in conducting weekend services at Camp Meriwether . Paul was a Silver Beaver, and their son was an Eagle Scout. They willed $125,000 to establish a trust fund. The interest pays for one or more chaplains. 
· Trust Fund – The committee has raised a trust fund of $185,000 to support chaplains at the Council's camps. This year we plan to employ a chaplain before, during, and after camp to promote the God and Church program. 
· Scoreboard – This year we developed a “scoreboard” to present to the churches. The scoreboard includes the name of the church and space for the names of 15 boys. Churches will record the names of their recipients and use their scoreboard as a visual reminder to encourage boys to earn their God and Country awards. 
· Display Kits - Our committee has purchased two professional display kits and we put up a display at major Council events showing the God and Country Emblem and we place Catholic and Jewish literature in the display as well. 
· A great source for funding chaplains at camp is the Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Beneficial Society (formerly Lutheran Brotherhood and Aid Association for Lutherans). Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has consistently been the best supporter of our programs. They award millions of dollars to worthy causes and have been our best supporter in this Council. For many years they have given a matching grant to help us employ chaplains. This year their grant will be used to have one of our chaplains spend time before and after camp visiting pastors, volunteers etc. to promote the God and Country Emblem. I would recommend to any council that they contact their local Thrivent chapter(s) for support for chaplains in summer camp. 

As you may know Oregon is the least churched state in the Union with Washington and Hawaii following close behind. Therefore our effort is an uphill battle to keep "Duty to God" in the forefront. In mentioning all this, my intent is only to offer ideas that perhaps other councils and religious committees can use.

– Cliff Mansley

BLUE MOUNTAIN COUNCIL 

Ted Woodlock, Asst. Scout Executive of the Blue Mountain Council in Kennewick , WA says that each month one of the staff members draws a “denomination” out of a box. It is their responsibility during the next month to learn what they can about that denomination, it’s practices and beliefs, who It’s local leaders are, how many units they sponsor, how many units are sponsored nationally by that denomination and their history with the council. They then report that back to the staff. What a great way to learn about denominations, recognize existing sponsors and become more “appropriate” when talking to potential new religious sponsors. 

HEART OF AMERICA COUNCIL 

Cindy Cone and several of her cohorts at the Heart of America Council in Kansas City do mass Religious Emblem class opportunities. Her team locates churches who will host these events, finds and trains qualified leaders and establishes classes in the north, south east and west sides of the city and makes them available to any kids who want to attend. This is where "you build it and they will come” really works. This group of volunteers put the walk in the talk and during 2006 Heart of America Council was the leading council with 777 God and Country awards representing a 27% increase over 2005!! 

CRADLE OF LIBERTY COUNCIL 

Cradle of Liberty Council serving the youth of Delaware , Montgomery and Philadelphia counties in Pennsylvania pulled off a GREAT scouting event this month. Over 7,500 people attended the “Rock the Cradle of Liberty Jamboree”. In beautiful Green Lane Lake park several rock bands and performers made up of primarily scouts performed and there were many, many interactive areas where the boys could enjoy and learn. PRAY was on hand with a religious emblems and “Duty to God” table. The scouts were required to learn which religious emblem was appropriate for their faith and age and promise to discuss earning it with their parents to receive a “Duty to God” segment patch. There was also much dialog with adults who weren’t aware of the programs, didn’t quite understand some of it or wanted resources to promote them. Thanks to Sarah Timtishin and Ann Perrone who made it possible for PRAY to attend and to all of the folks who made this fantastic day possible. 

2007 AD ALTARE DEI TOUR 

The Catholic Committee on Scouting for the Diocese of Ft Worth is proud to announce the 2007 Ad Altare Dei Tour. This tour combines work on Catholic Scouting religious awards with a pilgrimage to religious shrines and a visit to Philmont Scout Ranch. The tour will enable youth Scouts to complete many of the requirements for their religious award and have the opportunity to meet inspirational religious men (Bishop Vann, Bishop Yanta, and ArchBishop Sheehan). Some of the sites they will visit include Loretto’s Chapel (home of the miraculous staircase), San Miguel Mission, St Francis Cathedral, Bandolier Monument (Indian cliff dwellings), and Capulin Volcano. The tour begins on Thursday, July 26, 2007 and will conclude on Wednesday, August 1st. Click here for more information on this Inaugural tour http://www.angelfire.com/tx6/patch/AADtour.htm l. 

RELIGIOUS EMBLEMS UPDATES 
· Churches of Christ has a new web address www.goodservant.org 

· The Polish National Catholic Church has new contact information: Mr. Richard Daum, 11 Everette Place , Wayne , NJ 07470 ; email rodaum@verizon.net 

· The LDS office has moved. The phone number is the same but please note the new address: LDS Relationships, 15 West South Temple, Suite 1070, Salt Lake City, UT 84101-1531, Phone: (801) 530-0004 

CHAPLAIN AIDES 

Summer camp Duty to God programs can elevate the role of the Chaplain Aide by requiring Scouts to obtain the Chaplain Aide’s signature to certify completion of the requirements. 

Duty to God programs typically require the following:
a. Attend religious services or chapel
b. Participate in at least three daily devotionals with your troop or group
c. Say grace before meals (or memorize the camp grace and explain it to a Chaplain)
d. The Troop Chaplain Aide and the Scout leader must promise to make a presentation on the religious emblems programs at a regular troop meeting.

There are various resources to help Chaplain Aides put an added focus on Duty to God while at summer camp. Here are few of them:

http://www.scouting.org/relationships/chaplains/index.html
http://www.praypub.org/partnerships/dtg_summer_camp.htm

Catholic Prayer Booklet – A pocket-sized prayer manual for Boy Scouts and Venturers of the Catholic Faith available from P.R.A.Y. https://www.themillergroup.com/praypub/ ProductList.asp 

Don’t forget that you can order a T-shirt featuring the Duty to God promotion patch on the back and “Duty to God” on the front left chest. Visit https://www.themillergroup.com /praypub/dutytogodProductList.asp to order your T-shirt today. (Sizes are limited) 

A-MUSING, WRITTEN BY DON SHAPLEY, RELATIONSHIPS DIRECTOR 

You may or may not find this amusing but what it really amounts to is a “musing” from me. As I work with Boy Scout councils, volunteers, staff and boys I see things that amaze me and, as I muse over these things, I want to share them with you. 

Here’s what I’m seeing. We must be aggressive in helping scouts attain their Religious Emblems and achieve Duty to God. We still need to promote the programs but we really need to go beyond that and “Get er Done”.

We offer merit badge forums and classes, rank opportunities at summer camps and in our units, specific activities and trips to accomplish requirements for advancement and all sorts of training on scouting skills and citizenship.

Do we also offer “Duty to God” opportunities????

Believe me I am not being critical of scout training; that’s’ what the program is all about but it is also about learning and practicing a religious faith. Following is a segment from the “Declaration of Religious Principle from the BSA Manual for Chaplain Aides and Chaplains”:
“The Boy Scouts of America maintains that no member can grow into the best kind of citizen without recognizing an obligation to God and, therefore, recognizes the religious element in the training of the member, but it is absolutely nonsectarian in its attitude toward that religious training. Its policy is that the home and organization or group with which a member is connected shall give definite attention to religious life. ……………………”

We need to be about finding ways to make religious training and emblems programs happen. Work with your local church(s). Ask them to develop and offer the programs, set times and publish them. Parents, leaders and clergy have way too much on their plates already to make this happen and, often, just don’t understand how it works. We must, as volunteers who do know and believe in the program, and care about the lives of these boys, make opportunities readily available. 

There are many resources available on the PRAY website and feel free to contact me if I can help in any way. God bless your caring heart.   

dons@praypub.org  

913.485.6299 

GOD AND COUNTRY FOUR-STAR RECIPIENTS 

God and Country Four-star recipients are individuals who have completed all four levels of the Protestant/Christian religious award series (i.e. God and Me, God and Family, God and Church, and God and Life). Four-Star recipients receive a certificate and letter from the P.R.A.Y. CEO congratulating them on their accomplishments. 

· Alamo Area - Evan Holman 

· Aloha - Frank Storch 

· Atlanta Area – Steven Holland, Brandon Holland 

· Baltimore Area – Maxx Miller 

· Bay Lakes – Ryan Anderson 

· Blackhawk Area – Jared Taylor 

· Blue Ridge – Jason Taylor 

· Cascade Pacific – David Quillen 

· Central Florida – Frank Rivera 

· Chattahoochee – Spencer Sullivanne 

· Chester County – Kurt Russell 

· Chippewa Valley – Christopher Zarbock 

· Circle Ten – Vincent Verheyden 

· Cornhusker – Luke Dunekacke, Jacob Leuenberger 

· Dan Beard – Daniel Bordicks 

· Daniel Boone – Ryan Pickens, Aaron Pickens 

· East Carolina – Matthew Stillwell 

· East Texas Area – Robert Westmoreland, Clinton Willbanks 

· Erie Shores – Kelly Barnes 

· Finger Lakes – Ryan Decker, Alexander Spillane 

· Flint River – Daniel Dorney, Michael Dunfee, Devin Kubit, Michael Nelson, Steven Nelson 

· Gamehaven – Rannon Arch, Matthew Hansen, Cooper Kvittem, Christopher Nelson, Neil Erickson 

· Great Rivers – Jordan Reeder 

· Great Sauk Trail – Zachary Garman 

· Greater Alabama – Travis Kress 

· Greater St. Louis Area – Matthew Davis 

· Heart of America – Codie Harris, Michael Liebig 

· Heart of Ohio – Nathaniel Welch 

· Keystone Area – Andrew Donnelly 

· Lincoln Heritage – Timothy Sheppard, Bryan White, Justin Pickel 

· Lincoln Trails – Ryan Easterling 

· Longhorn – Colin Christ, Jonathan Smith 

· Mecklenburg – Nathaniel Wood 

· Miami Valley – Jonathan Hegna, Robert Hegna 

· Mid-America – Will Janke 

· Middle Tennessee – Gavin Nixon, Scott Waters 

· North Florida – Matthew Carter 

· Northeast Georgia – Jonathan Beserman, Taylor Kimbrough, Jonathan Zahn 

· Occoneechee – Scott Stanton, Andrew Naples 

· Old Hickory – Joshua Braxton, Andrew Eller, Jeremy Goodwin, Don           Guynn, Coalbey Murphy, Chris Royal 

· Otetiana – Daniel Hahn 

· Otschodela – Benjamin Althau 

· Penn’s Woods – Zachary Kunkle 

· Potomac Area – Robert May 

· Sam Houston Area – Adam McDowell, Alex Neuendorf, Chris Barcus, Jacob Leighton, 

· Jonathan Naranjo, Alex Taylor 

· San Diego Imperial – Taylor Andrews 

· San Gabriel Valley – Daniel Jessee 

· Shawnee Trails – Greg Deahl, George Kington 

· Stonewall Jackson Area – Chris Brantley, Jimmy Penrod 

· Three Rivers – Matt Hitt, Logan Smithey 

· Trails West – Timothy Moore, Todd Moore, Tyler Moore 

· West Tennessee Area – Andrew Fisher, Sterling Jowers 

· Western Los Angeles County – Robert Horowitz 

· Westmoreland-Fayette – Thomas Carnahan, Jonathan Weaver 

· York-Adams Area – Wesley Anderson 

HAVE A STORY YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE? 

Visit our website and send feedback to let us know! 

PLEASE SHARE THIS NEWS BULLETIN WITH OTHERS 

Please forward this email to other people in program, membership/marketing, newsletter/publications, council store, volunteers, etc. who may benefit from this information. 

Here is the link to sign up for our mailing list. Please pass it on to those who are not signed up. (If you received this in an original email, you're already signed up!) 

Sign up for PRAY's Boy Scout E-Mail List 

UNSUBSCRIBE 

If you feel that you have received this email in error, or would prefer not to receive these emails, please reply to this email with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or send an email to jenniferh@praypub.org to be removed. Thank You! 
