Natchaug State Forest Eastford, CT 860-928-6121

10,827 acres in Ashford, Eastford, Chaplin, Promfret, Hampton

Lost Silvermine Horse Camp

30 Camping sites for horse riders only- no charge- Marked trails and good dirt roads for driving. Water & toilets. Maps available at Unit Headquarters. 

Bring your own muck buckets and forks to clean up your campsite / haul manure home or use pit.

There are small rock fireplaces on all sites that people have used for cooking. There are no rules for fires right now. If you plan to camp over and want a fire, bring your own firewood.

There is only a hand pump for water, this water may not be potable for people,  it is suggested that you bring your own water.

There are outhouses. Bring bug repellent.

For horses you need to tie to trailer, picket line or put portable fence on site.

Directions: 

North on RTE 97 off RTE 6 in Hampton.

Go through Hampton Center, pass elementary school on right,

LEFT at fork onto Station Rd. (appears straight as 97 curves right). Go approx 1.5 mi. (you will pass Airline Trail barway, go up hill and road takes hard L becoming Morey Rd.) Take gravel road on right (unmarked) into Natchaug Forest. Bear LEFT at T(Kingsbury Rd) (unmarked)then RIGHT to the camp
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Natchaug State Forest is popular for its horse trails, outstanding fishing, and riverfront picnic sites.
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Bridge Closure Information 

The Forest entrance road bridge off Route198 in Eastford will be closed  to both vehicles and pedestrians beginning November 1, 2005. The bridge will be closed indefinitely until structural repairs can be made.  General access to Natchaug State Forest will be available through the entrance located off of Pilfershire Road in Eastford.  Directions 

Parking for picnicking and fishing access along the Natchaug River will continue to be provided off Route 198.  Directions 

Activities
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Backpack Camping
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Horse Camping
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Cross-Country Skiing
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Hunting
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Fishing
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Mountain Biking
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Hiking
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Picnicking
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Historic Site
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Snowmobiling
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Horseback Riding

Letterboxing
Fishing

The Natchaug River is a designated "Trout Park" fishing area.
Please see Trout Parks for important information. 

Camping

Backpack Camping is available in Natchaug State Forest.
More Information 

Horse Camping is available in Natchaug State Forest.
More Information 

Facilities

Picnic Tables, Pit Toilets 
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Natchaug State Forest, Eastford 

Directions

Parking Off Route 198
Natchaug River Picnic Areas and Fishing 

From the East (Danielson area): Route 6 west to Route 198 in Chaplin. Take a right onto Route 198 north. Go north on Route 198 for approximately 5.4 miles. Forest entrance is on your right in Eastford.

From the West (Hartford area): Route 84 east to Exit 69. At the end of the exit ramp, take a right onto Route 74 east. Go east on Route 74 until it ends. At the end of Route 74, take a left onto Route 44 east. Go east on Route 44 for approximately 5 miles to Route 198. Take a right onto Route 198 south. Go south on Route 198 for approximately 2.6 miles. Forest entrance is on your left in Eastford.

From the North (Southbridge, MA area): Route 198 south. Go approximately 2.6 miles after crossing Route 44. Forest entrance is on your left in Eastford.

From the South (Willimantic area): Route 6 east to Route 198 in Chaplin. Take a left onto Route 198 north. Go north on Route 198 for approximately 5.4 miles. Forest is on your right in Eastford.

Forest Access
Forest Headquarters, General Lyons Historic Site and Picnic Area, Silvermine Horse Camp, Hiking, Fishing at the Beaver Dam impoundment, Hunting and Snowmobiling 

From the East (Danielson area): Route 6 west to Route 198 in Chaplin. Take a right onto Route 198 north. Go north on Route 198 for approximately 7.5 miles (you will pass a Natchaug Forest entrance sign at 5.4 miles).  Take a right onto General Lyon Road.  Go 1/10 mile and take a right onto Pilfishire Road.  Go 1.7 miles and turn right onto Kingsbury Road.  Kingsbury Road leads into Natchaug Forest. 

From the West (Hartford area): Route 84 east to Exit 69. At the end of the exit ramp, take a right onto Route 74 east. Go east on Route 74 until it ends. At the end of Route 74, take a left onto Route 44 east. Go east on Route 44 for approximately 5 miles to Route 198. Take a right onto Route 198 south. Go south on Route 198 for approximately 1/10 mile.  Turn left onto General Lyon Road.  Go 3/10 mile and turn left onto Pilfishire Road.  Go 1.7 miles and turn right onto Kingsbury Road.  Kingsbury Road leads into Natchaug Forest. 

From the North (Southbridge, MA area): Route 198 south. Go approximately 1/10 mile after crossing Route 44 and turn left onto General Lyon Road.  Go 3/10 mile and turn left onto Pilfishire Road.  Go 1.7 miles and turn right onto Kingsbury Road.  Kingsbury Road leads into Natchaug Forest. 

From the South (Willimantic area): Route 6 east to Route 198 in Chaplin. Take a left onto Route 198 north. Go north on Route 198 for approximately 7.5 miles (you will pass a Natchaug Forest entrance sign at 5.4 miles).  Take a right onto General Lyon Road.  Go 1/10 mile and take a right onto Pilfishire Road.  Go 1.7 miles and turn right onto Kingsbury Road.  Kingsbury Road leads into Natchaug Forest. 
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